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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Public Perception of the use of Taser by Police Officers – For or Against?
INTRODUCTION:
The purpose of this topic being chosen is because the literature in relation to the public’s perception of the use of Taser by Police Officers is not extensive and could be explored in more depth and detail. In addition to this, the topic is worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation due to the on-going degree being in Professional Policing along with working as a Police Officer. 

Brief background information surrounding this topic start with the history of Taser. A CED (Conducted energy Device) otherwise known as Taser, is a less lethal weapon system designed to temporarily incapacitate a person through use of an electrical current that temporarily interferes with the body’s neuromuscular system and produces a sensation of intense pain. There are 3 different types of Taser that have been currently approved by the UK Government that UK Police Forces use, they are:
· Taser X2
· Taser X26
· Taser 7
Background of Taser – Axon is an American company where it has been developing the use of Tasers since 1993. However, AXON is predominantly known for its uses of technology by introducing the first body worn camera in 2008 where they are now used across the world. 

According to (Axon, n.d), a Police Executive Research Forum conducted a study that “with the use of conducted energy weapons, the odds of a suspect needing medical attention for an injury is reduced by 79%, and the odds of an officer needing medical attention is reduced by 87%”.

Public Perception of use of Taser by Police Officers is widely received positive and negative speculation from the public over recent years in the UK. According to (Huck, 2022) “A sharp increase in officers armed with the electrical weapon is resulting in serious injuries and deaths, with Black people and those suffering from mental ill health more likely to be Tasered”.

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
Is the public perception on the use of Taser positive?
Is the public perception on the use of Taser negative?
Are the public for the use of Taser?
Are the public against the use of Taser?
Do the public feel more safe with the use of Taser?
Do the public feel threatened with the use of Taser?

	LITERATURE REVIEW:

The key literature that will be utilised as part of my research will include articles, government reports and journals. 

Gap and the need for the research: 
Significant amount of research has focussed on the effectiveness of use of taser and its potential issues, however not many studies have focussed specifically on the public’s perception of taser, and looked to develop methods in which we can improve this to frame the use of taser in a more positive light. This will hopefully lead to practical implications which can be applied in the police force, in order to depict a better perception of taser, which is currently stereotyped as ‘unnecessary’ and ‘cruel’. 

Literature that have laid the groundwork for the research: 
Crow, M.S. and Adrion, B., 2011. Focal concerns and police use of force: Examining the factors associated with Taser use. Police Quarterly, 14(4), pp.366-387.

Kyprianides, A., Yesberg, J.A., Milani, J., Bradford, B., Quinton, P. and Clark–Darby, O., 2021. Perceptions of police use of force: the importance of trust. Policing: an international journal, 44(1), pp.175-190.

Nash, J., 2018. A Critical Examination of the Police Use of Tasers.

Seals, E., 2007. Police use of tasers: The truth is shocking. Golden Gate UL Rev., 38, p.109.

Knowledge of the research problem:
Taser often receives bad press and is depicted as negative within the media. The public do not focus on the requirement and necessity of taser for police and public protection – for instance, where weapons are carried, and the subject is not complying. I would like to delve deeper into these perceptions and assess whether it is a consistent view that the perception is negative, and the public are against the use of taser, or alternatively whether it can be viewed in a positive light as a means of protection. 




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
As through using an online platform I will be able to access a wide-ranging demographic and sample size, this will enable me to acquire a representative sample which is important in order to obtain data from a variety of age ranges, backgrounds, and gender. Additionally, self-report methods such as a questionnaire allow rich and in-depth data to be gathered efficiently accessibly. This is important as I will have to get fit this in around my working shift and wanting to pick a method that was sustainable and realistic. 
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
I will be using an online questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public due to the focus of this research being about the public perception on the use of Taser within Police Forces.

	ETHICAL ISSUES:
There should not be any ethical issues due to data being obtained from online and any research activity will not to be conducted outside the UK. Further to this, when obtaining data through the use of an online questionnaire, I will adhere to GDPR guidelines where participants will not to give any details to participate in the questionnaire.

	TIME SCALE:
I will be adhering to the deadlines set by UWTSD to submit pieces of work to achieve any possible feedback until the final submission of the dissertation. 
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