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Introduction  
To make the readers aware, this piece of writing will include sensitive language and distressing criminal law content.
This academic document will include a section with a deep description of all classical criminology theories used by the police force and law enforcement workers, explaining the underlying factors that contribute to criminal behaviour. One of the most well-known classical criminology theories in the UK is ‘Rational choice theory’ this theory assumes that the offenders rationally analyse the likelihood of getting caught, the severity of potential punishments and the potential gains from the crime before engaging in criminal acts. (Maude, 2015). Some common examples of crimes that are related to rational theory are robbery (where an individual takes property from another person by force or threat) and burglary (where an individual enters in a house and subtracts money) (Mark,2015). To start with the beginning, this essay aims to evaluate the classical criminology theories (Ration choice theory and Routine Activity Theory) and Evidence-based policing models (POP, SARA and Hotspot) to understand both of their effectiveness in addressing crime activity, including their strengths and weaknesses. Furthermore, a crime activity will be introduced through the essay, showing to the readers how these classical criminology theories will help the police service to solve real case law. Finishing with a conclusion and a reference list.
What are the main classical criminology theories?
The classical criminology theory delves into the underlying reasons and motivations of criminal behaviour. This system of theories seeks to identify the factors that influence an individual’s decision to engage in criminal activities. In the UK, there are numerous theories provided online or in libraries for the public to make them understand exactly the reasons behind these offences. These theories are currently “employed” by law enforcement and police service in understanding individual’s decisions and developing effective crime prevention strategies. One prominent theory within this framework is “The Rational Choice Theory” created by Clarke and Cornish in 1985, as mentioned in the introduction section, this theory assumes that individuals will balance both risks and benefits before committing the crime, and after these considerations, they will decide whether or not to proceed the act of crime. Moreover, This approach also states that the people who commit a crime are influenced by the environment they live( if they don’t have all the comfort at home or if they do not have all the financial things they want, the chance for them to commit a crime is higher), by the people they spend their time with(Individuals who are exposed to criminal behaviour are more likely to engage in criminal behaviour themselves). (Maude, 2015).

In the UK crime reports increased alarmingly by 8%(Clark,2022). This statistic raises an alarm about how important is for society to understand the reasons behind all these negative actions and reduce them as soon as possible. Criminological theories presented in this essay play a vital role in assisting society to understand crime and the motivations behind criminal behaviour. Furthermore, delving into the perspectives of individuals and exploring the factors that drive them to commit criminal acts will gain a deeper understanding of those motivations and society can proactively address the issue and implement interventions to reduce the incidence of crime in the UK. Another main theory which helps society to understand crime and criminality is the Routine Activity Theory which provides the public with a comprehensive framework for analysing crime incidents from the offender’s point of view, thereby assisting in the identification of vulnerabilities and the development of effective crime prevention strategies (Philip, 2013). Moreover, this theory seeks to explain that crime is more likely to occur when there is “a motivated offender” (someone who is desperate for money), “a suitable target” (an unoccupied home or a car that is left unlocked)  and “lack of a capable guardian”(absence of police or the presence of security persons) According to RAT, crime is most likely to occur when all three of these factors are present(Steven, 2016). Additionally, another way in which this theory assists society in understanding crime and an individual’s motivation to commit a crime is the fact that The Routine theory highlights how their daily routine (leaving their home unattended and going to work) can increase their courage. This will make the people consider for potential possibilities to resolve the situation such as installing a light to give the impression to the individual that someone is home or CCTV cameras on the car/house. Overall, there are numerous ways in which these theories presented are advantageous for the community to contribute to the creation of a safer living environment (Steven, 2018).
Models of Evidence based policing. 
To minimize criminal activity in the UK, crime prevention models were introduced in 1998, fostering a comprehensive strategy to reduce the crime acts and to find a better problem- solving method. One of these strategies is known as the “Hotspot” focusing on the police service detecting the specific geographical area with high and elevated crime reports and strategically deploying police patrols to monitor and enhance the area. Hotspot “rules” are based on the premise that crime actions tend to happen in certain locations less populated, by identifying all these routes, law enforcement can focus their attention on preventing crime in areas where they know that it is most likely to happen. As an example, the meta-analysis found out that this evidence-based policing model led to a small reduction in overall crime in the UK (David and Cody, 2014). The effectiveness of this model is its ability to disrupt potential offences and make a safer environment for local communities.
Another example of Evidence- Based policing (EBP) model is “SARA” created by William Spelman and John Eck in 1987 developed to identify and solve any difficult situations by working the problem step by step. This approach includes four steps process. “Scanning”- this initial step involves in identifying and defining the problem, “Analysis” identifies the reasons for the problem, “Response” finds possible ways or strategies to solve the situation and “assessment” these final steps consist of evaluating the effectiveness of the methods applied. The Sara model provides a systematic and structured framework for identifying problems (Steve, 2018).
A final Evidence-Based policing model presented in this academic paper is the “Problem – oriented policing” model also known as “POP” this approach applies to any type of crime or any other difficult situation, associated with the SARA Evidence-Based policing model (Keren and Nick, 2009).

Classical criminology vs Evidence- based Policing methods
Classical criminology views crime as a rational choice made by individuals who weigh the potential benefits and costs of committing a crime. All these evidence-based policy models are beneficial to solving all the difficult situations that the police service may face with. For example, if they apply the hot-spot methods the police officers will patrol the area where was reported the higher risk of crime and because of that the criminal will be discouraged from committing a crime.
Evidence- based policing and classical criminology theories represent contrasting approaches to understand the factors that motivate the defendant’s criminal acts. Classical criminology theories focus on the individual offender and their motivations, while evidence-based policing emphasizes the use of data and specific evidence to guide policing strategies. Both classical criminology and evidence-based policing approaches represent two methods of preventing crime and understanding the motivations of an offender when committing a crime(Stephan, 2024).
Crime activity 
The crime activity chosen is theft crime because this is a serious threat to public safety in the UK, during 2022 The police forces received 98,781 crime reports about theft from a person, with most of the victims being females who are often targeted due to their vulnerability and lack of physical strength. (Clark, 2022). There are numbers of factors which contributes to theft crime in the UK, including poverty, unemployment, and lack of opportunity. The UK government works with most of the evidence-based policy models and classical criminology theories mentioned above for an effective process. For example, The Classical criminology approach believes that the best way to deter crime is to increase the severity of punishments and by using The  Routine Activity theory they will be aware of the defendant’s perspective which will lead to effective strategies, according to this theory the offenders will seek to occur where there is a lack of capable guardians to protect the potential victims, If the police service uses this theory, then they will identify and patrolling the areas with limited guardianship to prevent any theft crime.
 Regarding Evidence- based policing which consists of using the best available evidence to inform or to make decisions, in the case of Theft crime, the police officers and other enforcement service staff have the responsibility to use the best available sources (including collaboration with shops or other companies for CCTV footage) to get more information or to make a final decision. Additionally, this can include asking relevant questions to the neighbourhood, such as: Where the theft exactly took place, and the items stolen from the victim. It’s very important to apply the idea of Evidence- based policing procedures for this crime activity because catching and punishing the individual not only reduces the likelihood but also discourages others from engaging in similar criminal activities which will lead to a more secure community. 

Strengths and weaknesses of classical criminology and evidence based policing. 
As mentioned above classical criminology states that criminals are rational actors who carefully weigh the risks and benefits before committing a crime. This classical criminology approach offers several strengths. The main key strength is that it provides to the police force and society theories to make them understand the offender’s behaviour when committing a crime and by understanding these theories can develop effective strategies for crime prevention and rehabilitation. Another strength of the classical criminology approach is that provides a clear and concise set of principles that can be used to guide the police service, the fact that they will be more effective in apprehending offenders will lead to discourage the offenders from committing a crime. Furthermore, by discouraging the offenders from committing a crime will make the society trust the police and build confidence for them to walk on the streets at late hours. Overall, classical criminology contributes to a safer and more secure environment, where individuals feel comfortable walking on the streets, even at night(Dyora, 2018).
On the other hand, the weaknesses presented by the classical criminology approach is the idea that all theories have a classical thinking and assume that all the criminals who decided to do something illegal are rational and all have the same thinking. This assumption ignores the factor of mental health problems in criminal behaviour which brings them some disadvantages regarding building effective strategies from preventing crimes (Matthew, 2014).

The strength of the evidence policing is that promotes transparency within society. This transparency will increase the public trust and confidence and facilitate the development of effective policing strategies. Having a positive relationship between the police force and the public will promote an open dialogue sharing all the effective ideas and strategies to prevent crime in the UK. 
Another strength presented by this approach is that when the criminals are aware that the police force is using the evidence-based policing methods to investigate and prosecute different types of crimes they are less likely to commit crimes, and this is because they know that they are more likely to be caught and punished. (Jasson, 2017)
The weakness of the Evidence- based policing is the fact that in many criminal activity cases, the evidence-based policing methods are not sufficient to cover all the necessary data collection and testing procedures. This means that there may be potential gaps in the evidence which can lead to incorrect or incomplete conclusions or results.( Dyora, 2018)
Conclusion
In conclusion, regarding classical criminology theories are beneficial for the public, police services and other law enforcement to understand the offender’s behaviour when committing a crime. Additionally, as it is mentioned at the top these theories consider all the reasons behind this crime activity, this means that the individuals may have financial problems or group influence which motivates them to commit the illegal action. By comprehending these underlying cases, the law enforcement and the police force can develop effective and beneficial strategies for crime prevention and rehabilitation. 
Another conclusion is that the evidence-based policy models’ responsibility is to build up strategies to prevent crime. Additionally, the effective model to use in a criminal case is the “HotSpot” model because provides a strategy for the police officers to attend to a geographical area where they know that it is most likely to happen. This effectiveness model can disrupt potential offences and to make a safer environment for the society. Moreover, by including the classical criminology theories and the evidence-based policing models to the theft crime evaluated above will make the police officers quickly look for ways to solve the situations using this approach.
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