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According to Colin Baker’s interesting explanation, ‘Since a bicycle has two wheels and binoculars are for two eyes, it would seem that bilingualism is simply about two languages, but is not so simple as having two wheels or two eyes.’ In terms of the relevant definition, some former scholars had put bilingual children into four categories such as joining the rest of the family who are already settled in Britain, accompanying parents who have come to study or work for a few years, arriving as refugees from civil disturbance and attending a new school as British-born children who speak varying amounts of English at home. With the social rapid development, in addition to bilingual children mentioned above, there are more and more families have put the focus on the international communication. These parents have encouraged their children to understand the world deeply and require them to learn second language. 
As everyone knows, bringing up a child to be bilingual has many benefits, not only for the child himself, but the parents as well. It may affect the child’s identity, social arrangement, culture, thinking, etc. And it also may share more understanding, communication, world experience between two generations. Overall speaking, bringing up a child to be bilingual has many advantages and so few disadvantages. That’s why more and more family prefer to educate their children to be bilingual with considerable time, effort and even money. 
In Colin Baker’s ‘A Parents’ and Teacher’s Guide to Bilingualism’, he divided the whole content into six parts: Section A: Family Questions, Section B: Language Development Questions, Section C: Questions About Problems, Section D: Reading and Writing Questions, Section E: Education Questions and Section F: Concluding Questions. In every section, there are so many questions which are specific and practical methods to guide the parents and teachers how to raise the bilingual children. Here I mainly discuss three questions in this book and talk about relevant experience by myself.
The first question is ‘What are the most important factors in raising a bilingual child?’
In Colin Baker’s view point, firstly, he thought children are born ready to become bilinguals and could to develop physically, socially, educationally or emotionally. Children, especially during 0-6 years, always have strong imitation ability that they can learn second language follows others very well. In my opinion, if the parents offer them a second language environment, they must have a good absorption from it. Of course, people can communicate, build relationships, make friends, work together and even do family games between two generations with the language. Furthermore, writer revealed that the most important factor in raising a bilingual child is to make their language development a pleasure, a positive and enjoyable experience, rather than some parents worried about the grammar, vocabulary, mixing two languages, skilled interpreting or translating. I cannot agree more with Baker’s point. Because every adult likes to learn in the relax and no pressure atmosphere in any situation, let alone children who prefer happy and colorful environment. Based on this, teachers should make the relaxing and pleasant teaching environment via various of vivid, interesting methods. Actually, children who learn second language always get twice the result with half the effort in the real communication situation. Our teachers should use the familiar objects to guide them，rather than teach word by word. In this way, children must make the subtly change in second language learning. Thirdly, Baker said it was important that children’s attitude towards their two languages (and their motivation to extend their two languages) was encouraged continuously. As a saying goes, ‘interesting is the best teacher.’parents and teachers should guide the children to have the motivation to learn second language. Only help children have the positive attitude, they can learn it better and deeper. The forth important factor is adequate exposure to both languages. In Baker’s view, to achieve competence, children need a constant, continuous and enriching exposure to both languages, that means, if a child exposed a certain proportion weak language, that his bilingual development was to proceed well. Exposing the weak is for the sake of obtaining the skill better. In order to improve second language learning, parents or teachers should encourage children to expose their language weakness and help them correct. The fifth factor is when the child speaks a minority language, encouraging use of that minority language may need to be more rather than less. In contemporary society, more parents prefer the mainstream language rather than minority language since they think the mainstream language is more useful to communicate. Writer pointed that the parents’ attitude that influenced children to learn minority, but it is important to amplify. The last important factor in raising a bilingual child is the language that surrounds language. In this paragraph，Baker pose a vivid example to explain. He said the gardener could not make the language seeds grow, but he can provide many conditions such as soil, light, water and careful tending. What the parents or teachers do is that correcting language continuously, getting the child to repeat sentences. A very pleasure environment must make the language grow very well. Raising a bilingual child needs patience, tolerance and insistence of parents and teachers, these important factors are very excellent and specific suggestions that can help common family very well.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]The second question is ‘what effect will bilingualism have on my child’s intelligence?’
Intelligence, which is highly related to learn second language successful, is always a critical factor to affect second language learning. When talked about the answers to this question before, Baker put one totally discredited view that children’s intelligence will suffer if they are bilingual and introduced that from the 1920s through to the 1960s, some of the researchers believed that monolingual children ahead of bilinguals on IQ tests since that bilingual children were mentally confused. With causes that IQ test in investigators’ weaker language and the investigators different backgrounds, the IQ test showed that the comparison of monolinguals and bilinguals was unfair. But actually, even in contemporary society, there are still a certain number of families around the world believe this view, they think learn more language early will make children confuse about which language is right, so they insist children to learn only mother language before certain age, especially in the less developed regions. Next, Bakes argued the most recent research suggests that bilinguals are equal to monolinguals on IQ tests. Researchers begun to understand that far from making people mentally confused, intellectual superiority show some degree of association with bilingualism. Although the language is a communication tool, a child who can speak two or more languages had some confuse in a certain time, but with learning more and more words, they can control easier and understand more complex environment and culture. There is a simple example, some children were asked to answer the use of brick, monolinguals gave more answers than bilinguals. With the considerable researches around continents in the world, the conclusion is that the answers of bilinguals tend to be more fluent, flexible, original and elaborate to the open-ended questions. That’s why the monolingual tend to be divergers since they have less knowledge, limited understanding and less elasticity in thinking. Furthermore, there are more advantages that bilinguals may have temporary, and occasionally permanent, advantages over monolinguals, such as increased sensitivity to communication, cognitive development, sound and meaning of words. Writer had explained from different aspects. In china classroom, the bilinguals tend to communicate with others, express their idea and do the team work. At the same time, they can understand others very well, follow the teacher meanings and finish the homework better. No matter what age they are, the bilinguals always show more advantages than monolinguals. According to the research of Ellen Bialystok in Canada, bilinguals tend to own a cognitive system, this is very important, that means the bilinguals would able to attend to important information and ignore the less important. They can think about two different things and switch between them, learn two language make them easy to choose. I think the reason is that when the bilinguals learn second language from the early age, the brain has developed in the more ways that help them think things in different ways, that when they do the things, they can choose the better one. At the multitask, the researcher also said that bilinguals tend to multitask better than monolinguals. The experimental task required testers talked on the phone when they were driving or doing something else. In the result report, we can find that the bilingual drivers can control the driving better than the monolingual since they can control system in the brain to concentrate. This is only an easy task, but it can show the think of way between the bilingual and monolinguals. About the comparison in improved cognitive functioning in bilinguals and monolinguals, the bilinguals also show more advantages on it. The bilinguals experienced the complex of learning two or more languages, when they confronted the difficulties in life, they would keep calm easier and show more abilities to solve the problem. Through the picture showing in the book, the bottom floor showed first language and second language developed, even compared with school age group. In both languages, children have low levels of competence. Middle level revealed the age-appropriate competence in one of their languages but not in both, children have age-appropriate competence. At the top is the third level, children there have two well-developed languages. This picture showed the children who learned two or more languages are relatively well developed.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK7][bookmark: OLE_LINK8]The last question is ‘Does switching between languages have any value or purpose?’
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4][bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]Switching the two languages is a common phenomenon, in large blocks of speech, code-switching may occur, you can experience it in the words or sentences. Baker pointed directly that some of the researchers made the distinction between language mixing and code-switching. Some researchers thought they are not sensible or real, but I think this is very important because that can help us to distinguish similar language phenomenon. They are two different definitions that mixing language is found in infants who use either language indiscriminately, while code-switching, was used to refer to bilinguals who had separated their two languages. Actually, it is simple to test. In the bilingual family, mother or father spoke one language separately, we can also find the child in the family would choose certain language to mother or father. Coincidentally, in the common family, if the family member spoke different dialects, child always can speak all of the dialects and then he can choose the certain dialect to family member who say the same dialect. In the book, Bakers listed ten major uses of code-switching: (1) Emphasize or reinforce a particular point in a conversation. Using particular words or phrase in certain environment. This is interesting, because everyone understood even there is no rule. (2) If people do not know a word or a phrase in a language, they may substitute a word in another language. That means the people prefer to choose other word or phrase when they meet the one they do not how to express. (3) Express adequately an idea. In discussing the field such as mathematics or science, children may switch the language habit. We can see this phenomenon commonly in schools or universities. (4) Clarify a phrase or a command. Some words or phrase are not easy to understand, someone will explain them in other words or phrases. (5) Communicate friendship and identity. Everyone wants to look for the common identity, higher status and self-esteem, so they want to copy the code-switching by others. (6) In relating a conversation held previously, the person may report the conversation in the language or language used. This is a automatic phenomenon, when some people speak one language, if someone suddenly used different language and the others would use the same language automatically. (7) A way of interjecting into a conversation. If someone used a different language to break into a conversation and the other people would change into the same language as him. (8) Ease tension and inject humor into a conversation. Using the other language properly can relax the tense or embarrassed atmosphere. (9) Indicate social distance. Some people may through the communicate with certain language to indicate the social distance. (10) Exclude people from a conversation. Using the language to exclude people. Different people use code-switching to express what they want, children tend to talk to the people who can understand them while more adults use it to indicate important social and power relationships. When the question is ‘Does switching between languages have any value or purpose?’ In my opinion, I think it is worth some value or purpose. May be people have not been aware of changes which leaded by languages environment, but it does exist among people, which is a critical factor.
Baker’s book has showed us so many methods to guide the parents and teachers how to raise the child to be a bilingual and what is the benefit to be a bilingual in common family. From where I stand, I want to talk about it with my own experience, they are also the advices giving to parents or teachers. Second language learning is an orderly process that step by step, in my opinion, I think setting language environment in family is the most important factor.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK9][bookmark: OLE_LINK10]Setting language environment is not complex which needs parents to play important role in family. First and foremost, I want to emphasize that mothers should not take more responsibility than father, because fathers also have opportunities to play with and influence the attitudes of their children. There are so many families in China that only mother take the responsibility to raise child, even they quit their job. So many people thought this can make family more harmonious, but actually, which creates more conflicts and tension between family members. Raising child is a mainly thing in family, if parents want to educate bilingual child, they must spend more time and energy, at the same time, no matter mother or father, they should take the same responsibilities together.
In addition, so many families only speak one language, it is critical that we should set the language environment. Firstly, let child listen to the learning language as more as possible which is the first critical step. Parents can sing the songs, listen to the music, tell stories to child every night. Listening is the accumulation step that is very critical to learning language. Maybe someone would doubt that it is useless to speak to the so young child, but if child has the accumulation step, they can learn language better. Secondly, parents should encourage child to speak, maybe at first, it is difficult to child who do not want to speak out. But parents must have the patience to encourage them. The parents can prepare some little gifts such as chocolate, candy or doll and encourage child to speak as much as possible. Thirdly, reading is the best thing in the world since it is a window to the world through it. The parents can read stories to the child every night, borrow books in the library, buying books in the bookstore. They can choose the learning language books which is suitable to the child, let child love the book, they can learn language from it very well. fourthly, the parents should require child to express in writing. Writing can test child how to control the language, no matter word, phrase or sentences, we can understand what the degree of the child controlling the learning language. Listening, speaking, reading, writing is a system to learn language, these factors are very important and parents should not ignore anyone of them.
Furthermore, the parents should make more learning language to communicate with child. I think this is the most effective learning way. May be some parents thought they lacked of the pronunciation that they gave up the opportunities to communicate. But this is not a problem, because if you speak in learning language with child who can follow and imitate, even there are some mistake in it, we can use the listening materials to correct. Some research even showed the child can correct it by himself with amounts of exercise. There is a good way that if you are not sure that your speaking is right or wrong, you can accompany with child, that means, you can learn with your child together. Watching the movie and listening the story are both effective ways.
Last but not the least, the parents should design colorful activities. Like the free speaking to describe something such as festival, weather, objects and so on. Also, parents and child can play the role game, they can choose different roles to act with language. In a word, make the learning to be the game. At the same time, parents should insist in helping child learn second language. There is no easy way to learn second language, we must learn it day by day and then can observe some effect. Parents can make a rule about the certain hours per day to make child learn second language, let child know that is a common thing in everyday life, just like eating. But at the same time, parents should notice that do not force child to learn, because that maybe make child hate language, and then they will refuse to learn.
Totally speaking, the book of ‘a parents’ and teachers’ guide to bilingualism’ is very excellent, the various families can find many answers to learning second language since it introduced the different situations. At the same time, it gave advices in listening (understanding), speaking, reading and writing skills which were very useful. From where I stand, I also give parents some advices about how to learn second language. I believe it has so many advantages for the child who learn second language, but the parents should take responsibilities together to help them make great progress.
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