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Aim
[bookmark: _Hlk21003184]The main aim of this dissertation is to examine the role of the women in particular in relation to the purity laws. This dissertation will discuss whether the concept of women’s purity laws is still relevant for the modern day. This question arises due to the dramatic increase of feminist movements and liberal thoughts, the idea of women being limited by their bodies and being treated differently as a consequence. 
Methodology
The teaching from across the religion, mostly from the Torah and the Mishna, will be the basis of the research and provide background information. The texts, Leviticus in particular, will provide the historical context of where the purity laws came from. A sound knowledge of the teachings will be the foundation to better understand research into the female purity laws.  Furthermore, an important aspect to look into is the laws themselves, mainly the Niddah laws as they are the ones that refer directly to women’s purity. 
A variety of secondary sources will inform this dissertation. Firstly, academic books and journals discussing the importance of the female purity laws in general will be an important source. I will also include a feminist standpoint which is vital since the question directly refers to women. This may see issues, as the views can be both academic and non-academic, but always with a feminist agenda, which should be treated with some caution. 
Based on the information that the sources provide; the modern information will be used to discuss whether or not the laws are in fact outdated. In a similar way, the older information and that surrounding the history of the laws will be used to see if there are any moderations that could be carried out in order to make the laws less outdated and more suitable for the modern-day woman. The old and the new opinions may be difficult to fit together, however, an attempt will be made to allow them to work together. 
Main Theories 
There are a few main theories surrounding this question and that I aim to explore in this project. One is to look closely at the religious texts. These are the origins of where the laws came from, and therefore will be the first thing to look at when analysing if the laws are suitable for the modern day. An attempt will also be made to look at what is outdated in the laws, what is suitable for the modern day, and what can be slightly altered in order to make it more stable. Thought this, women may feel more comfortable following the laws without potentially sacrificing how they wish to live their lives.
Another aspect to look at is to how the laws, in their current form, may affect modern issues, such as abortion. This will also play a part in looking at if the laws are suitable for the modern day, as it comes with issues that were not an issue at the time of them being written. This aspect will also be using the texts, along with women’s experiences with such issues and how they have treated them. 
The project will also touch on the different views of the different sections of Judaism, such as the orthodox and reform traditions. This will be naturally occurring through the research, as orthodox and reform Judaism share different views and interpretations of the texts and therefore the women that follow them will have different experiences to take into consideration. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Overall, the project will hope to conclude with a way in that Jewish women can feel comfortable in their religion and feel like a modern woman. 
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