Finnish approaches to learning.

Finland is internationally recognised for having one of the most successful education systems in the world. A key feature of Finnish education is its focus on equality, wellbeing and child-centred learning rather than competition or excessive testing. In early childhood education, play is viewed as a vital part of children’s development, and learning environments are designed to encourage curiosity, creativity and independence. Around 70% of children in Finland attend early childhood education and care before starting school, showing the importance the country places on early learning.
Teachers are also highly qualified and respected professionals. Most teachers hold a master’s degree, which allows them a high level of trust and autonomy in their practice. The Finnish system places strong emphasis on children’s wellbeing, social skills and emotional development alongside academic learning. Visiting Finnish universities and early childhood settings will provide valuable insight into how these principles are applied in practice and how they support children’s learning and development.

