
IN a recent paper, E . Badian speaks of Thucydides and his 

"contempt for established Greek religion."' This is strong 

language, but justified. I am not, however, concerned in this 

article with the tricky question of Thucydides' own religious 

beliefs, if he had any. My theme is a different one, namely: 

the consequences for our understanding or 

misunderstanding of the second half of the fifth century, of 

Thucydides' neglect of the religious factor in his narrative. 

The speeches will concern me less; they  admittedly go some 

way to redress the general imbalance. 

Hornblower  (1992: 169) 


