[bookmark: _GoBack]Good Afternoon 
My name is Samantha Dunn, and my student number is 2218429. The module code for this presentation is ECEY4004. 
Today I am going to talk to you about multilingualism and bilingualism and the benefits of being able to speak more than 1 language. 
Thomas no date perceives languages in several ways. Changing over time and are seen throughout the community, home, school, or work learning new words each day. 
[bookmark: _Int_aTstHJ3q]What does it mean to be multilingual? According to Dictonary.com 2023 the term multilingual refers to someone who can speak 3 or more languages and have the ability to understand the spoken languages. The term bilingual defines a person who can speak 2 languages - Linguistic society of America 2023. This is supported by NHS greater Glasgow and Clyde 2017 who states children in their early years who learn the spoken language at home move on into school and learn the English language or later in life. National Library of medicine 2018 refers to this as a person or young child being sequential bilinguals speaking the family language at home and moving into a different environment and learning a new language. A baby who is exposed to 2 languages from birth would be referred to as simultaneous bilingual. 
[bookmark: _Int_wVLYiIPY]A child’s brain is workable between the age of 0-3 therefore is especially suited to learn a new language in this stage. A child as young as 6 months can detect a shift between 2 languages – Trautner 2019. A child who is establishing their identity when being bilingual gives them a stronger connection to their community and culture which allows children to make social bonds with peers, making new friendships connections with their second language – U.S department of education no date. This is supported by Multilingual Children’s Association 2004 stating children value not only their culture but other cultures and a fundamental awareness for cultural diversity. 
Within settings there may be a range of spoken languages and to be in support of this, early years practitioners may see just 1 or 2 children where English is not the spoken language at home therefore practitioners need to adapt the setting to support the children and their families. This supporting the children’s development and outcomes within the setting and building a foundation for later life. Supporting diversity and embracing the different languages builds strong connections with the children and their families Clarke 2009. According to the Carmenshire county coucil 2022 children who speak the family language at home and transition into a setting or school and learn English and Welsh as a second and third language therefore making them bilingual and/or multilingual. Children learn the additional languages through social play, and invitations to play. 
Within settings in Wales, it is important we embrace the Welsh language and use it within daily practice this links the children to a sense of belonging within our country ‘cynefin’ supporting the divergent Wales we live within - the new curriculum for funded non – maintained nursery settings 2022.
Now I will move onto the importance of being bilingual or multilingual for a child’s brain development. 
From birth up until the age of 5 is where the brain develops at a speedily rate during this time every second 1 million new neurones are connecting. Within this time, it is vital children have positive relationships with the people around them they are shown care, love, and respect. Within this time a child requires to feel safe and a sense of belonging. Childcare practitioners have a fundamental part to play in the child's brain development providing them within rich learning environments. When a child is bilingual and or multilingual this supports the brain development, the functioning of the brain and the neuroplasticity Nicholson et al 2021.
 Enabling adults building secure bonds with the children in their care provide children with safe environments, security, and love. Furthermore, this helps with the children’s development allowing them to thrive. Environments go further than physical spaces for they represent the atmosphere generated by kind and loving interactions. Children thrive socially and emotionally in these settings where their opinions are heard. Early years matters 2023. 
As seen in my first video the setting I am in is within a warm environment and the environment is thought out carefully to promote the children’s learning.
When a child is bilingual and or multilingual this supports the brain development, the functioning of the brain and the neuroplasticity Nicholson et al 2021.
This is supported by Lead with languages no date who states children who are learning an additional language encourages their thinking skills, cognitive skills, and critical thinking. Their listening skills are heightened, and their use of multitasking is greater. Bialystok (2006 - 2008) states over time there has been concerns that have been brought forward by parents and people in education that learning more than one language can influence a child’s development. It was thought that learning another language for a child could make them unclear and causing them to have delays within their educational environments. Throughout time and extensive research, it has been shown that a bilingual or multilingual child can transcend in their education. 
This brings me onto divergent thinking and the bilingual or multilingual child using their creativity and problem-solving skills. 
The possibility for creative thinking and problem solving is represented by diverse thinking Runco 2011. 
[bookmark: _Int_gTcm5w7e][bookmark: _Int_J8xLEUhX]According to California state university, Northridge no date, in order to solve issues, communicate with others, and entertain ourselves and others, creativity is defined as the capacity to create or identify ideas, alternatives, or possibilities.
Children who speak more than one language are thought to have more of a lead on divergent thinking and creativity. Bilingual children have 2 or more ways to name an object which allows for more creative thinking and giving them freedom. Baker and Jones (1988) 
However, Booton 2021 argues that divergent thinking is not heightened with a bilingual child. Booton suggests over extensive tests and research on bilingual and monolingual children there was no evidence to state any differences. Therefore, stating there is no advantages or links for bilingual children with divergent thinking and creativity skills. 
However, Dijk et al 2018 states that there is evidence to support children who are bilingual have higher performance with divergent thinking and creativity skills. 
Within the first video I encourage the children to use their problem-solving skills through finding different items within the box and placing them onto the correct coloured spots on the floor, while I encourage the use of the Welsh language by naming the colours in Welsh. 
Within my video I use the sandwich technique which Estyn supports, where practitioners say the word in Welsh followed by in English and then Welsh again, this is beneficial at the start of learning the new language. Practitioners model the Welsh language using a clear direction. Estyn no date.
This is supported by Multilingual Montessori 2023 who states by using the sandwich technique it helps the children create meaning from the vocabulary being used, by placing the new language word first then English then repeating the word this helping the children to relate the unfamiliar word to the English word. 
Within the new curriculum for funded non – maintained nursery settings 2022 – it is enriched that settings encourage a communication rich environment, practitioners support the children’s well-being and engaging them in rich learning invitations to play. Settings embrace the culture they belong in and create a setting where all children know they belong and feel safe. 
Within settings encourages the Welsh language within Storytime and music can be positive and new opportunity for the children to learn new Welsh words.
This is supported by Dino Lingo 2019 which supports engaging children within music, games, Storytime, and puppets to learn the Welsh language. Learning through play not only encourages a social skill, but it also encourages physical, emotional, and well – being for the children. Within stories we can encourage the Welsh language by pointing to different pictures on the pages and saying the Welsh word along with the familiar English word. 
Encouraging the Welsh language within the use of puppets, retelling stories or singing songs children enjoy puppets and they are a great element for supporting many motor skills. 
Within my video I encourage the use of the Welsh language within Storytime, games, and music within my setting this has been a positive outcome for children learning the Welsh language and encouraging this through a child centred approach and within self-directed play. 
Puppet use is a big part of our setting life. Within the new curriculum for funded non – maintained nursery settings 2022, puppets have been adopted to promote the 4 purposes. 
Encouraging our Ambitious capable learners, Enterprising creative contributors, ethical informed citizens, and healthy confident individuals. 
To conclude supporting the use of new languages within settings helps to support every individual we have the pleasure of looking after. Supporting our culture as well as the many other cultures around us. We are teaching our children to become diverse within the communities they live within and embracing their culture. 
Encouraging confident individuals supporting them daily, ensuring they reach their utmost, develop confidence in their own abilities and a lifetime love of learning. 
Thank you for listening. 

