Strong community links is a fundamental
element of my placement school. One of the
primary schools key aims is to ‘ensure that
our pupils, staff and governors are
recognized as part of the local and wider
community.” The school values the
importance of developing strong links
between the school, the community, parents
and other stakeholders. Furthermore,
community links is a principle which is
embedded into the foundations of the
schools practice through utilizing the
community as a teaching and learning
resource, taking many lessons within the
community and also inviting the community
into schools.

The primary school is an English medium

school with

* 383 pupils on role.

*  34.9% of children within the school are
eligible for free school meals, which is
above the national average of 18%
(mylocalschool, 2019)

* 11% of children speak English as a second
or additional language

* 14% of pupils are from ethnic minority
backgrounds.

* The school has identified around 52% of
children as having additional learning
needs with few pupils educated in the
schools special teaching facility. (Estyn,
2014).

Parents/Carer

Parents’ involvement in children’s learning process can offer many opportunities for children's success.
Parental involvement doesn’t only improve children’s morale, academic achievement and attitudes, but
also encourages better behavior and social adjustment (Centre for Child Well-being, 2010). Furthermore,
parental involvement helps children to become productive, responsible members of society.

The Welsh Government highlighted a statement by Goodall and Vorhaus (2011) stating that “ Building
home—school links through out of hours clubs, parenting classes, extended schools and outreach work can
lead to improvements in completion of homework, learning behaviours and improved attendance.”

An example of parental involvement used within my placement school which also supports learning on
culture and religion is ‘Cultural Diversity Day’. The school takes part in Cultural Diversity day and invites
parents into school. Children's families from ethic minority backgrounds or other religions are invited to
tell children about their life and why it might be different to theirs. Parents bring in foods and items from
their culture (e.g. Indian Sarees) to inform children of the diverse cultures and religions. This practice
strengthens links with parents and helps children to be more informed about traditions, practices and
values in our society; thus encouraging a better understanding and greater community cohesion (Welsh
Gov, 2009).

Another link the school has that support parents is the schools second hand uniform shop which allows for
families from economically deprived backgrounds to have the opportunity to access affordable uniform for
their children.

An example of effective/innovative practice highlighted by Estyn is where a family engagement officer
(FEO) of a primary school further developed the links between the school, pupils, families and the
community through ‘The Generations Games’ programme. This promotes intergenerational learning and is
based in a local care home, pupils, teachers and family members visit the home and are buddied up with
residents completing activities linked to the needs of the pupil and residence developing communication,
social, physical and personal skills. This practice developed social cohesion within the community (Estyn,
2019).

Community

Hirsch (2007), suggested that only a limited amount of a child’s success in life are attributable to activates
within school and many factors are linked to social contexts and family arrangements (West-Burnham et
al. 2007). The Welsh Government suggests that school links to the wider community can strengthen
schools, bring in resources and enrich the curriculum as the community contributes expertise, new ideas
and useful networks (Welsh Government, 2016). Furthermore, community links can make a positive
contribution to community life, developing cohesion and social capital (Welsh Government,2016).

One of the four purposes of the new curriculum for Wales 2022 is for all children to be ethical, informed
citizens who ‘are knowledgeable about their culture, community, society and the world, now and in the
past’ and ‘show their commitment to the sustainability of the planet’ (Welsh Government, 2015).
Examples of my placement school encouraging children to become ethical, informed citizens include their
community litter picks, being a centre for recycling and the activities organised by the schools eco
committee.

The school has a strong link with the local church and its reverend and classes throughout the school
participate in visits to the church as well as the reverend visiting the school. The school also has a link with
the local mosque where they visit when studying Islam.

Other excellent links my placement school has with the community include links with the local
communities PCSO, the mobile dentist and the community farm.

The Welsh Government quoted within a document
the African Proverb quote;
“It takes a whole village to raise a child.”

The community and parents play an important role
in ensuring the quality of education in schools for
children and such involvement makes a difference

to a child’s growth and development (Aronson,
1996).

Learning can take place in many environments
including the home, the school and the
community. Theorist Bronfenbrenner developed
the Ecological Systems Theory detailing how
everything within a child’s environment affects how
they grow and develop. His theory emphasizes the
importance of children learning in multiple
environments (ecological systems) and how each of
the ecological systems interact and influence each
other in many aspects of a child’s life.
Bronfenbrenner’s system is organized into five
levels of external influence, ranging from the most
intimate such as the home to the broadest such as
the parents workplace. Below is a diagram of the
systems within the theory.
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Bronfenbrenner’s theory highlights the importance
of children learning and exploring different
environments within the school and the
community in order to grown and develop.

The Welsh Government stated within an
educational document that it is our duty as
teachers to provide future generations with the
skills and knowledge they need to play a full and
active role in their communities (Welsh
Government, 2017). And one of the four aims of
the new curriculum for Wales highlights the need
for children to ‘take part in their community.
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