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Essay one: How might the Code of Ethics help to reduce incidences of professional misconduct and increase public confidence in the police? Support your answer with relevant evidence drawn from academic sources. Word limit: 1000 words.
[bookmark: _Hlk144038407]This essay will look at the code of ethics and why it was created. It will explain the benefits and its efficiency of reducing incidents of professional; misconduct and if it increases public confidence with the police.     
The code of ethics was first introduced in England and Wales in 2014 by the College of Policing. They created the code of ethics so that the police force has its own professional body (College of Policing 2014). This was introduced to prevent the “blue code” or the blue “wall” of silence.  This is where police officers are less likely to report other officers for misconduct or if they commit a crime. There was a study conducted by Westmarland in 2005 to see if the blue wall is still prevalent in the police force. If we look at the study where members of the police were given 10 situational questions, in just looking at two of these situations the data suggests that in 2005 only 50% of officers would report a colleague for drink driving and they may cover up the offence committed, they were also less likely to report a colleague for using excess force even though they found the incident serious. (Westmarland 2005).  
This study was repeated by (Westmarland and Rowe in 2016) and they conducted a survey on around about 1500 people and these individuals worked across the police force from police officer, police support staff and police community support officers (PSCO) and in this survey there was 10 situational question to see if they would report the incident or not.  This was taken over a period of 3 years after the inception of the code of ethics.  During this time, it was found that police officers were more likely to report other officers for the above scenarios than in the previous year’s, coming in at 74%.  The survey suggests that since the code of ethics was introduced there has been a significant increase in police reporting misconduct by other officers. It is a statutory requirement for officers to report any malpractices or if any officers have committed a criminal offence.  If an officer is found not following the code of ethics but instead following the “blue code”, or not report malpractice It could be regarded as a criminal offence and a dereliction of duty which can lead to instant dismissal or even as severe as being placed prison. The code of ethics has been made clear and plays part in everyday policing. Charman has also claimed “that although police recruits value comradeship and teamworking, the code of silence has been overwritten by a ‘code of self-protection’. She argues that new officers now fear doing the ‘wrong thing’ more than social isolation, due to the organization becoming more risk averse and accountable to the public” (Charman 2017)
Public confidence will always be at the forefront of concerns for any police force. This will always be something that the police strive to maintain and improve where necessary.  By treating people fairly and lawfully with respect and dignity in everything they do, it aids officers maintaining public cooperation with the police.  The communities need to have faith in their officers for them to follow the rules and laws created. (Gov.uk public) As stated by the college of policing that” this gives professional and the public the confidence that there is a system in place to respond appropriately if anyone believes that the expectations of the code of ethics have not been met” (College of Policing). Also policing is now more transparent because if any police officer or police staff break any of the 9 principles of the code of ethics and it goes to trial the public are made aware via the police force web page and their social media. This shows the public that they are open to change and recognises that holding officers’ accountable shows that they want to uphold the integrity of the law and value public opinion. “Positive and negative contact with the police impacts public perceptions. Negatively experienced contact with the police by members of the public, including victims of crime, showed negative associations with public opinions, and were found to be more influential than positive encounters. However, a positive experience can increase people’s trust and confidence and influence their willingness to cooperate” (Miller and D’Souza, 2016; Wedlock and Tapley, 2016).
By looking at the importance we can see that officers use this in everyday policing to help officers act in a professional manner by adhering to the nine principles which are fairness, honesty, integrity, leadership, objectivity, openness, respect and selflessness it is theses principles that are the corner stone of the National Decision Model (NDM) which is the model that officer use to help form decision during a incident with the Code of ethics as its key central part (College of Policing, 2014)


[image: ]

To summarise, before the inception of the code of ethics, officers were less likely to report misconduct as there appeared to be a code blue wall of silence culture in the police force. Since the code of ethics was put in place in 2014 you can see that officers are more likely report malpractice as found in the second survey which was carried out 15 years later.   The code of ethics is also having an impact on police forces as they have this as a guide and if officers break this or does not report malpractice as they are more likely to be reprimanded as forces are now more risk averse and are also accountable to the public (Charman 2017). So, the culture has changed from a code of silence to a code that is more self-protection. In doing so, this will help officers to act in a way that helps to promote professionalism and by following these steps it will help to prevent incidents of professional misconduct. The Code of Ethics is also a key part of the NDM which officers also use to help with day-to-day decisions. Findings overall are that the code of ethics helps officers to maintain professionalism and that therefore impacts on positive experiences with the police force, boosting public confidence in officers of the law.  
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Essay two: How effective is a multi-agency approach as a means of managing violent and sexual offenders? Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may refer to relevant case studies. Word limit: 1000 words.
The main reason to why multi-agencies work together, is to make sure that they manage violent and sexual offenders effectively. The purpose of this approach is to make sure that they act in the best interest of the public so that they can safeguard the communities, members of public and to help to prevent and reduce reoffending. This essay will be looking at the inception of multi-agency public protection arrangement (MAPPA). What is the purpose of MAPPA being put in place and what agencies form MAPPA. This Essay will also be looking at how closely they are monitored according to the risk of the individual to safeguard the communities and members of the public. And by looking at the stats this essay will see if MAPPA and the multi-agency approach is having a negative or positive impact in managing violent and sexual offenders. 
In the past management of sexual and violent offenders were difficult to manage. This was due to agencies working separately. There were gaps in the information regarding the offenders and what information they did have, was not shared between agencies, and not used correctly.  This hindered the effort to prevent reoffending and prevented adequate monitoring of the offenders. 
 There were several highly publicized incidents of violent and sexual offences. By looking at the incident that took place whereby Ian Huntley murdered Holly Wells and Jessica Chapman. Following this incident it was then that the government conducted the Bechard inquiry report and in its finding it found that there had been a failure to share information between agencies, as Huntley was vetted for his job as a caretaker but it failed to identify sexual offences between 1995 and 1999 because these incidents happened in two different counties  (Bichard inquiry Report 2004) due to the severity of this case there was public outcry. This prompted an evaluation of the existing systems processes they had in place to avoid this from happening again. Some of the notable people is Hazel Kemshall who has conducted extensive research in risk assessment and management of sexual and violent offenders and published a paper that helped shape the way that multi agencies approach managing offenders. (Hazel Kemshall 2001). Another influential figure was Michael King who conducted research on agencies collaborating with each other and how these tackles various crimes including violent and sexual offences.  In his work he highlighted the benefits of multi agencies working together (R Walters 2000 )
It was because of the failing of multiple agencies not communicating with each other, that in 2000 the multiple agency public protection arrangment was introduced to England and Wales where the main purpose of this is to minimise the risk of sexual and violent offenders also, to identify the risk that these offenders pose to the community and the members of the public. MAPPA was further strengthened in 2003 with the criminal justice act 2003. (Ministry of justice 2022).
The main reason for the police force to work with multi agencies is to ensure that all information is shared and disseminated at the right time to the right authority.  This allows the relevant agency to intervene or manage the offender at the right time or over a long period of time.  One of these examples could be to manage sexual offenders, violent offenders, and domestic abusers. Working with other agencies is a key role that the police force must follow to protect the public from potentially dangerous persons (PDPS). Dealing and managing sexual offender must be coordinated between police (MAPPA) and other agencies, such as the Independent Police Complaints Commission, Royal Highness Prison and Probational and Her Highness Inspector of Constabulary. (College of Policing, 2014)
 There are three levels of (MAPPA) level 1 is that the home office should be involved in the information sharing and the risk assessment of the offender. For levels 2 and 3 the home office is required to be involved with the planning of the risk assessment of the offenders and should be activate part of the information sharing with the other agencies and also take an active role in the meeting and the intelligence shared and it is due to the these active meetings between the agencies and the information that they share they can know apply the knowledge in producing a risk assessment into the best way to deal with individuals that are placed on MAPPA so that they best safeguard the community and the members of the public (GOV.UK 2019)
The MAPPA scheme is proven to reduce reoffending. It was shown in a study conducted by Dr Natalie Mann at the Policing Institute for Eastern Region (PIER) at Angelia Ruskin University. They gathered information over two- and half-year period, the study was conducted with 40,000 offenders where all information was collated. This had taken place in 2003 alongside the focus group and analysing the MAPPA referrals about the 40,000 offenders. The research that was conducted by PIER and it was found comprehensively that the reoffending rates of those managed by MAPPA were less than half the national average. With a one year proven reoffending rate for MAPPA managed offenders and managed individuals at 12.2% compared to the national overall one – year proven reoffending rates of between 30.0% and 31.3% over a similar period (Anglia Ruskin University ARU, 2023). So, looking at these stats we can clearly see that due to MAPPA and the multi-agency approach and the way that they monitor offenders and they fact that they all get together to risk assess these offenders. MAPPA is having a positive impact in preventing reoffending as you can see above that offender that where over a year only 12.2% off the offenders reoffended compared to offenders that are not part of MAPPA which was 31.3%. This is part due to these agencies getting together and working together and sharing the information. 
To summarise if we look at MAPPA before was put in place and before these processes was given more power in monitoring offenders and place restrictions on sexual and violent offenders. There was high profile incident where victims have lost their lives, and this could have been prevented if agencies shared information. The formation of MAPPA was formed to form an effective way to manage offenders. Due to the multi-agency approach you see that there has been improvement in violent and sexual offenders reoffending this impart is due to the agencies sharing the information and being able to place restrictions on the offenders. This process has helped to lower reoffending, and it has helped to protect communities and the members of the public. 
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[bookmark: _Hlk147401722]Essay three: To what extent is ‘lifestyle’ theory a correct reflection of what makes certain people vulnerable to becoming a victim of Serious and Organised Crime? Your answer must be based on academic research into the psychological and socio-economic characteristics of vulnerable people. Word limit: 1000 words.
This essay will look at what is the ‘Lifestyle Theory’ and the psychological aspect. It will be also explained what makes certain people vulnerable to serious organised crime and the social- economic characteristics of the people who are the most at risk. 
The lifestyle theory was developed in 1978 by Michael Hindelang, Michael Gottfredson and James Gorafolo and authored a book about their theory which was entitled “Victims of personal crime”. This theory was based on the extensive victimization survey data, a theoretical model which included different risks of a person and how victimization was developed. (James Gorafolo 1978)
The theory dictates that people may be victims of a crime based on their lifestyle choices. A few examples of this are, if a person decides to live in a neighbourhood that has a high crime rate and decides to go for a walk at night, they might be a victim of a crime, a person who decides to take illegal drugs has a higher chance of becoming a victim of crime due to their choice of lifestyle. Being a drug user heightens the chance of the individual being involved with people who are criminal offenders and in doing so, the individual who is a drug user has a higher chance of being a victim of crime again due to their lifestyle choices. (Crime Policy to Victim Policy, 1978)
The lifestyle theory has a look at the connections between people and their daily activities and their risk of being a victim of crime. The theory of lifestyle is a quite simple concept, it speculates that the person lifestyle could either lead them on a path whereby the are sheltered from being a victim or they go down a path that leads to them being a victim of crime. Everyday different people take part in activities and because of it, this separates groups of people who are exposed to different activities and their risks of being a victim of a crime. This theory focuses on both the circumstances that had taken place and the characteristics of the criminals that committed the offence. For this theory to be proven there must have been a crime committed. (E. Cohen and Marcus Felson, 1979)
The activity of the person dictates and separates groups of people and their experience of different rates of crime. Additionally, every person’s diverse type of lifestyle dictates the chance of them being a victim of crime, their lifestyle patterns can also play a huge role in their decision making. There are other key aspects that could lead to being a victim of a crime including type of gender, race, age of a person and whether you are married or not. These aspects increase or decreases the likelihood of you being a victim of a crime. (Cohen and Felson, 1979; Hindelang, 1978) 	

There is also a term called cuckooing where this is when a drug dealer or gang member enters a person’s home through false pretence or by force. The main purpose of this is to exploit the relationship with the homeowner.  For example,  with intent to use their address for drug use, sell or store drugs and often will take money from the homeowner (Hautala et al. 2019 treadwell2018). The individuals that are normally affected by cuckooing are people that live alone, who may be elderly, suffer with a learning disability, have mental health issues, have disabilities and gangs or drug dealers often take advantage of an individual that are dependent on drugs. All these factors make people vulnerable and open to exploitation. (Chakraborti and Garland 2015). An example of Cuckooing could be an elderly man who lives on his who has a mild learning disability. Individual would befriend him. At first the relationship might be fine and, on the surface, seem normal, but overtime time the individual or gang member(s) gain control of the property often through means of violence or manipulation of the elderly male. The sole purpose of this is to exploit the elderly male for their own gain. (Hindelang, Gottfredson and Garofalo 1978) Found that that individuals that take lifestyle risk such as taking illegal substances, engage in illegal activities or the individuals’ peers engage in illegal activities, have a higher chance of being a victim of crime. 
[bookmark: _Hlk155983749]Even though there have been studies into lifestyle Theory and victimization where we have been given insight into the theory. There has been critics of the lifestyle theory who believe that the lifestyle theory does has its limitations, as it focuses just on the victims influence for them becoming victims of crime. Where the theory fails, is when the victim has no control on their economic status in the community, they may have a lack of opportunities. The victim may also have limited control in being victimized. There is an alternative theory to the lifestyle theory which is the structural Theory. There was a study conducted by (Robert J Sampson 1983) and in this study they look at the economics disadvantages of an individual and this being a factor in the person having an increased chance of becoming victimized. Looking at this theory a person may become a victimized due to the economic stature rather than them becoming a victim due to their lifestyle choices. 
To conclude if we have a look at the studies by (Cohen and Felson, 1979; Hindelang, 1978) and. (E. Cohen and Marcus Felson, 1979) we can see that they dictate that a person might become a higher risk of being victimized due to their lifestyle choices. So, findings are that even though lifestyle theory plays a part in you being victimised it does not 100% determine that you will be a victim.  The study by (Robert J Sampson 1983) contradicts past findings and shows lifestyle theory has its limitations. 
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Essay four: Why does a partnership approach the most effective way of preventing re-offending? Support your answer with relevant evidence drawn from academic sources. Word limit: 1000 words

[bookmark: _Hlk149045706]This essay will explain benefits of partnership approach and look at some of agencies that the police work with, followed by relevant evidence and statistics that support benefits of working with other agencies. 
The main principle of the partnership approach is that no single agency is capable or should manage complex crime issues on their own and deal with the safety of the community at the same time. Looking at this approach, it could be described as a cooperative approach and as a relationship between two or more different organisations. All organisations work together so that they can achieve the same goals. (Home Office, 2011)
This is an approach designed to tackle crime which forms the backbone where areas in Wales keep our communities safe. (The Crime and Disorder Act 1998) states “that the core group of agencies are involved to form these partnerships as well as their functions and work at local level”. Some of the external agencies that form partnerships, could involve adults and children’s social work services, Mental Health sector, drug rehabilitations services, local councils, and members of the public. 
This is where all agencies involved share information to access risk and agree actions to reduce the risk associated with reoffending. This approach shows clear insight as to where failings in the system can be. This can allow changes to occur. 
By having the external agencies collaboratively working together conducting assessments of risk and the need of input and or monitoring, this in theory will reduce the number of reoffenders, as interventions can be implemented at many levels. For example: - an offender who continues to steal to fund their drug habit, by police being able to refer the individuals to drug rehabilitation programs can intervene to break cycles of further offending. As explained by the UK Drug prevention association that there will be other factors involved which contributes to them reoffending. Personal experience showed, by them being referred to, for example the Huggard program where they have a “Critical Intervention Hub which is a safe space where clients can access emergency accommodation and a range of specialist services designed to support them in rebuilding their lives – to have a future again”. Police can again make referrals to proper agencies, for instance the local councils. By making these referrals across the different sectors and for them to all work together and have all the same understanding and knowledge of the offender is extremely beneficial. The wellbeing of an offending person will increase and will aid them in skills and circumstances which stop them reoffending. For example, if the offender is suffering from underlying mental health conditions, contributing to the way they are living, referring them to local community mental health teams will have an immense impact on them as they offer a range of treatments which can be medical, non-medical or both, alongside the possible referral to the rehabilitation team. By using multi-agency approach, we can hopefully find the right pathway for the offender. (Home Office, 2017)
Partnership working with multi agencies has become a major aspect in day-to-day policing. One example of this is the probation service. They are one agency that aims to change the way of thinking and give the offender who found themselves in the judicial system tools and skills they may need once they have served their time to maintain a job or uphold a home. This is in hope of preventing that person from reoffending. They collaborate with police in managing offenders throughout their time in the criminal justice system. Probation service also collaborate very closely with police prisons and courts to assess level of risk they present to the public recommend a proper sentence plan that focuses on rehabilitation. (College of Policing, 2013)
In recent years, the government has put tackling reoffending at the forefront. It was mandated by the government in April 2010 that there was a statutory duty to community safety in partnership to formulate and implement structure to help reduce re offending. So, what this means is that these partnerships are responsible for these agencies to work together, to protect the local communities and this must be at the forefront of these agencies’ duties. (Gov.uk)
It is the responsibility of the police and other partnership agencies to understand the offenders and the areas the offences are committed. Then, they can develop ways of challenging offences that are being committed. It was also something to be put in place and developed so that support and education can be put in place for the offender. Example, the offender would be offered support and contract issues if needed: they may be put on a course called victim aware. On these courses it is also important that the offender has support from these agencies about their mental health issues or any housing issues or day to day activities at home. As these factors may be a major contributor to the offender committing crime and once, they have the support, and they are empowered they are less likely to reoffend. This is the police responsibility to the offender. 
So, if we look at the research report 52 that was conducted by the Home Office whereby it looked at different areas that were affected. In this report we can clearly see that having a partnership approach ensures there is knowledge being built on the premise that it is no singular agency preventing reoffending. Looking at the report it clearly says that serious violence incidents was down 12.65% per month, gang-related instance without 6.78% per month so KDC the drug-related instance with them by 3.52% payment attentiveness product due to the agencies and the police being open and transparent the public perception of fear and safety has dropped by 11.8% in fear of crime. With this information provided we can clearly see that to the partnership approach with other agencies has been having a positive impact on the members of public and on offenders itself (Home Office 2017). 
To conclude, after looking at the report completed by the Home Office, and the information provided by the College of Policing the impact of partner agencies working together has a significant impact on reducing the risk of reoffending. We can see that when other agencies worked together, they managed to lower gang related incidents by 12.65%, and again just by other agencies working together has helped to improve public perception of fear by 11.8%. These findings prove that not only multi-agency approach lowers the crime rate but can improve public trust and confidence in police and in doing so makes them feel safe. 
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