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Executive summary 

There are many challenges that occur when being neurodivergent and in the criminal justice system such as the routine the loud noises staff not being to help someone due to not understanding why they are acting a certain way, however some the recommendations that have been made are being implemented in to the criminal justice system to be able to help people who are neurodiverse in the criminal justice system. Neurodiversity support mangers are now in all UK prision and are educating other staff to be able to help with someone who is neurodiverse which they wouldn’t have been able to do without the support officers. The guidance for parole board report is helpful for the members to be able to fully understand why someone who is neurodiverse act a certain way and Howe to be able to help them feel more comfortable and gives clear adjustment that could be put in place for the individual 
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[bookmark: _Toc228713280]This report will be discussing the different latitude used for neurodivergence policy and the different recommendation proposed within the latitude and weather they have been implemented. We will be looking at 6 different pieces of literature, and we will discuss the strengths and weakness of each and wether each cover each area of improvement of the policy’s created for neurodivergence. 	

[bookmark: _Toc228713625]Dedicated neurodiversity support managers 
The UK Government released a press release on greater support for neurodivergence offenders in a bid to cut crime and have said within the report that “staff dedicated to helping neurodivergent offenders are now in police in all-public prisons, prisoners with conditions such as as autism to get better rehabilitation and a part of the  governments work is to reduce reoffending and cut crime” (UK Government, 2024). Some of the challenges brought up within this article is that some neurodiverse offenders might have speech and language needs that could lead to challenging behaviour, they may also struggle to engage in with prison rules and rehabilitation. And have introduced support managers to help other prison staff know how to to mange and deescalate situation when dealing with neurodiverse offenders, they are also tasked with training staff to support neurodivergent prisoners through particular issues like teaching the rules of the prion and helping with interviews. Since April 2021 the prion service have conducted over 180,000 screenings and have opened four specialised units to improve support within the prisons such as sensory rooms, quiet spaces, visual aids and modified regimes (justiceinspectorates.gov.uk, 2025). 

[bookmark: _Toc228713626]Neurodiversity guidance for parole board panels 
This guide was made so that members of the parole board can understand how offenders who are neurodiverse work and the different behaviours presented with different conditions. For each condition it has a description of each different condition and how they may act and the adjustments needed in prison and when meeting with the portable board. For each condition it gives adjustments for each that would help someone with these conditions be better supported when they are with the portable boiled four the portable board h ave the relevant information about why they may be acting in a way.  This is a good way for people to understand why someone may act the ay they do and true things that they can do to help them when in them situation, and even different genders and how someone worth n the same condition can act based on different genders and even children ( the parole board, 2024). 
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In 2021 there was a report made that told the government on some off the recommendation that could be made as a result of that there was a action plan written, this plan needed to be written with people who have lived experience with the criminal justice system that are neurodiverse. The government agreed that working together is important but that a new big plan was not needed because there are many needs of neurodivergent people are already in other plans but however wanted a smaller plan to cover the things that are not already being done. They found things that needed to be done and have a plan to do these recommendation such as his majesty’s courts and tribunal service have written a signposting plan that shows how they plan to get people get support from other places, the legal aid agency is working with the ministry of justice and they will make sure that neurodivergent people get the advice they need and support to understand court and sentencing (UK Government, 2023). This is a very simplified version of the report to help people who are neurodiverse be able to understand what is being written in the report and includes visuals for better understanding.  This is a very simplified version of the document and it much easier to read for people who are neurodivergent that is a challenge that has been identified and have been provided with a solution for them to be able to understand what is happening in theses reports. 
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The mental health bill was created in 1983 however campaigners argued that it is now outdated and call for reform that give detained individuals more dignity, choice and control over their treatment. Key provisions of the bill include greater patient autonomy and choice, ending inappropriate detention for autistic people and those with learning disability’s, addressing the scale of inappropriate detention and banning the use of police cells as a ‘place of safety’ (senedd. Wales, 2025). These changes to the bill are important for people who are neurodiverse even if they have mental health issues as sometimes, they don’t need to detain they need help and the changes to the bill will help make sure that neurodiverse people struggling with mental health issues are only detained when there is a genuine risk and therapeutic benefit. Under section 136 of the current act people in mental health crisis can be held in police custody, the bill would unsure they are taken to appropriate health settings instead promoting dignity and timely care. This report makes reasonable adjustment for the new bill that would help support neurodiverse people struggling and help-them feel more supported when struggling to deal with what they are dealing with. 
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This journal brings up many of the challenges faced with the lack of screening and provides recommendation to help with screenings and the benefits for the prisoners and staff to be able to help prisoners deal with with prison and the challenges that occur when you are neurodivergent and in prison. Some of the recommendations that are brought up within the report is to learn from lived in experiences to help with staff training and to help provide better care to them currently in prison. This journal included many different challenges and offers recommendation that could provide better support to them currently in prison from the time they appear in custody to when they are leaving and how prison staff can help neurodiverse people by using lived in experience to further help support the staff to what they could do better to the whole criminal justice system. 
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Up to a quarter of people in prison are living with ADHD and studies show that 41% of women in the UK prison smelt the criteria for an ADHD diagnosis, the lack of consistent screening means that the people who do get involved with the system echo do have ADHD are not identified in a timely manner or not at all  (UK Parliament, 2025). Some of the recommendations brought up was they screen children in schools for ADHD this would be beneficial for those who do have ADHD to get the right support right from school to when they are older and not having to be diagnosed later in life which can be more difficult to cope with, and and having that diagnosed when younger to be able too help with their ADHD. Presents I often only leave the system, with only a week worth of medication and have difficulty getting back into the health care system have a holistic approach to the probation service and being coordinated with the health and social care system act as a bridge between the criminal justice system and the wider community, this will help the people who are on medication not have to struggle when they are realised to be able to revive theirs once released (UK Parliament,2025). 

[bookmark: _Toc228713631]Conclusion
In conclusion there many different things that could be put in place within the criminal justice system to help someone who is neurodiverse and that has been supported by evidence to support that it works with helping someone within the criminal justice system. Some of them have already been implemented within in prision however there still thing that need to be done to further help with neurodiversity within the criminal justice system. 
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