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With reference to children’s rights, explain, in depth, the importance of early intervention for a child with Autisum Specturm Disorder (ASD) (1000 words)  UNCRC

[bookmark: _Hlk74162243]Interventions for a child with autism, are aimed to support and improve the human rights of the child,
embedding the United Nations Convention Rights of the Child 1989 (UNCRC) UNICEF (no date) and the Rights of the Child and Young Persons (Wales) Measure (2001). A child on the autistic spectrum who is supported with designed intervention and tools to reduce behaviours, of which are perceived to act as barriers to their learning, home, and community environment, with the right support will reach their full potential Welsh Government (2021).  Furthermore, according to Willis (2009), autism is a spectrum disorder and lasts throughout a person’s life,  however, with early identification and appropriate intervention and prevention support for a child with autism needs are identified and additional learning provision is put in place at the earliest opportunity prevents the development or escalation of the additional learning needs, supporting a child with autism to reach their full potential. Article 3 of the UNCRC 1989 states all practitioners working with children should always consider and support what is the best interest for the child, UNICEF (no date).  A key aim of Welsh Government (2019) recommendations states a child with autism and their families have access to timely assessment and diagnostic services with an aim to reduce waiting time, with an investment of £2 million to support this work. In addition, one of the key aims of the Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) Strategic Action Plan (2018-2019)  is to ensure a child with autism and their families have access to advice and preventive services to address unmet need in education, health, social care and future employment.   Furthermore, article 5 of the UNCRC 1989 states governments must respect and ensure, parents respect the responsibilities of parents/carers and provide relevant advice and guidance to ensure children’s rights are recognised to make choices.  Welsh Government (2021), Early Years 

Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 states health and social care ensure reasonable adjustments are provided to prevent inequalities in health by people with a learning disability.  Furthermore,  Allen (2011) recommendation to government highlights a requirement for a more coherent series of assessments for 0-5 years to identify social and emotional difficulties ensuring early identification and intervention to support a child’s needs. According to Allen (2011) health professionals have a vital role in identification in supporting a child’s development and sign posting families and children to additional targeted support.  

According to Koegel (2014) et al there has been a theatrical increase in the number of children being diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) which led to attention to assessment and intervention.   Furthermore Camarata (2014) identified a requirement of increased research of early assessment and intervention and how this should be extended to support early identification and targeted interventions to support a child with autism. However, Warren et al (2011) conflicts with Camerata (2014), stating there is no analytically validated evidence to expand research, in comparison the research does conclude early intensive interventions for a child with autism spectrum disorder may enhance development outcomes.  However, there are limitations to suggest targeted interventions are more beneficial to an individual compared to group interventions in supporting with behaviour and language development.

The Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act (2018) sets out legal requirements to ensure all children with an additional learning need remain in education in an inclusive integrated environment and working in partnership to ensure collaborative process of assessment, planning, and monitoring for timely and effective interventions.  Welsh Government (2021?), The Additional Learning Needs Code for Wales 2021 conversant of the sustainable principle of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015


Guralnick, M.J., (2011). Why early intervention works: A systems perspective. Infants and young children, 24(1), p.6.


(c) Collaboration and integration where services work together to ensure ALN are identified early and appropriate co-ordinated support is put in place to enable children and young people to achieve positive expectations, experiences and outcomes.

Diagnostic services (autism.org.uk)
Children and adults, together with their parents or carers are seen for a whole or half day. We take a detailed developmental history using the DISCO framework. This is a semi-structured interview designed to find out about the person's history up to current day-to-day functioning. At the same time, we carry out an in-depth assessment with the child or adult concerned. We also collect information from previous assessments and any other relevant sources.
We bring together all this information to formulate a clear diagnosis and recommendation of needs and prepare in-depth reports. We take care to consider the interventions already in place and think about where it might be possible to endorse current practice. If we think further intervention or new options for a person are necessary, we give guidance for consideration



UNCRC:
The draft ALN Code sets out guidance on the articles of the UNCRC which are most likely to be relevant to a local authority or NHS body’s consideration (although the relevance of the rights under the UNCRC will depend upon the precise context in which the Convention is being considered): • article 1 – All rights of children under convention • article 2 – Non – discrimination • article 3 – Best interests of the child • article 4 – Rights made available to children • article 12 – Respect for the views of the child • article 13 – Freedom of expression • article 23 – Disabled children • article 28 – Education • article 29 – Goals of education.

The evidence presented in the Committee reports was informed by earlier reports from the Audit Commission (Special educational needs: A mainstream issue, 2002) and Estyn (Support for Children with Special Educational Needs: This document was downloaded from GOV.WALES and may not be the latest version. Go to https://gov.wales/additional-learning-needs-code-and-regulations-childrens-rights-impactassessment-html for the latest version. Get information on copyright.An Estyn Overview, 2003). Taken together, these reports concluded that in relation to the current system of SEN: • the assessment process associated with statements is inefficient, bureaucratic, costly and insufficiently child-centred or user-friendly • needs are often identified late and interventions are not sufficiently timely or effective • families feel that they often have to battle to get the right support for their child and do not know where to turn for information and advice.


any different words are used to describe nonpharmacological interventions for children on the autism spectrum, such as therapy, treatment, approach, and program. These interventions are typically a collection of techniques that are applied to support a child’s development and promote wellbeing and community participation
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Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 states health and social care ensure reasonable adjustments are provided to prevent inequalities in health by people with a learning disability.  Furthermore,  Allen (2011) recommendation to government highlights a requirement for a more coherent series of assessments for 0-5 years to identify social and emotional difficulties ensuring early identification and intervention to support a child’s needs. According to Allen (2011) health professionals have a vital role in identification in supporting a child’s development and sign posting families and children to additional targeted support.  

According to Koegel (2014) et al there has been a theatrical increase in the number of children being diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) which led to attention to assessment and intervention.   Furthermore Camarata (2014) identified a requirement of increased research of early assessment and intervention and how this should be extended to support early identification and targeted interventions to support a child with autism. However, Warren et al (2011) conflicts with Camerata (2014), stating there is no analytically validated evidence to expand research, in comparison the research does conclude early intensive interventions for a child with autism spectrum disorder may enhance development outcomes.  However, there are limitations to suggest targeted interventions are more beneficial to an individual compared to group interventions in supporting with behaviour and language development.

The Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act (2018) sets out legal requirements to ensure all children with an additional learning need remain in education in an inclusive integrated environment and working in partnership to ensure collaborative process of assessment, planning, and monitoring for timely and effective interventions.  Welsh Government (2021?), The Additional Learning Needs Code for Wales 2021 conversant of the sustainable principle of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015

The approach taken to develop the Act and the Code has been informed by the sustainable development principle set out in the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015. This requires Welsh public bodies, including the Welsh Government, local authorities and health boards, to think more about the long-term, to work better with people, communities and each other, to look to prevent problems and to take a more joined up approach.


The draft Code of Practice on the Delivery of Autism Services, Welsh Government (2021) aims to ruminate the Convention on the Rights of a Disabled People and the Convention on the Rights of the child. 





Critically analyse ONE or TWO barriers the child with your chosen ALN may experience. Consider the impact the barrier/s may have on the child (1000 words)
According to Vivanti et al (2019) a child with autism will experience quality and developmental outcomes in an inclusive or specialised environment, however this is dependent on the practitioner’s skills and knowledge of autism and the programme delivery to support a child with autism. In addition, according to Vincent and Ralston (2020), trainee teachers’ knowledge of interventions to support a child with autism was positive, however the research recommended a need for further training and resources to support professional development and to ensures self-reliance in pedagogical practice. Furthermore, Vivanti et al (2019) states an inclusive environment, compared to a specialise environment is more likely to offer a child with autism responsive social interaction and communication with their peers as role models. The Social Model for disability intends to remove limitations for an individual with significant impairments. According to Li (2019) the naturel environment provides benefits to a child with autism such as motor-sensor, social and emotional interventions, however, often practitioners pose barriers such as behaviours and community perceptions, which can impact of a child’s learning environment. 

There are many different challenges a person with autism may experience and depending on their diagnosis on the spectrum, such as communication, sound the world around them, anxiety, sleep and these may be perceived as behavioural. 

According to Bagby et al (2012) sensory experience impacts on a child’s daily routine and functioning for children with autism and their families.  Furthermore, Ashburner (2013) states sensory experiences such as sensations sounds, impacts on a child’s routine and it is key for practitioners and parents/carers supporting the child  to identify interventions to manage sensory issues. 

Critically evaluate ONE example of how a child with your chosen ALN is supported in an early years setting (500 words)

According to Allen (2011) health professionals have a vital role in identification in supporting a child’s development and sign posting families and children to additional targeted support. 
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