WHow world views on ECEC have changed

• Shift from “school readiness” to “child readiness”
Many countries now see early childhood as a stage of holistic development, not early academics.
• Greater focus on well‑being and mental health
Emotional security, relationships, and belonging are now seen as foundational.
• Recognition of play as a legitimate pedagogy
Influenced by Nordic countries, Reggio Emilia, and developmental psychology.
• Growing understanding of the first 1,000 days
Neuroscience has pushed governments to invest earlier.
• Move toward inclusion and equity
More countries now emphasise access for all children, regardless of background.
• Parents as partners
ECEC is no longer seen as “childcare” but as a shared educational responsibility.
