activity 2: On completion of your Diary Log… 
Write a reflective account in WORD of your experience and learning to date, particularly reviewing and reflecting on your first three months at University Write your thoughts down about what you learned, what insights it gave you and what you might have done differently. Describe what you consider your own strengths and any weaknesses that need self-development in view of gaining chartership.  
Include both formal training events and informal learning, such as: 
· learning from colleagues or shared learning from networking 
· reading about new technologies, new methods of working, legislative changes 
· shadowing or assisting an experienced colleague 
· insights and learning points from coaching and mentoring 
· reflections, insights and learning points from taking on a new responsibility 
· temporary job swaps within the department/organisation 
· deputising or covering for colleagues 
· insights and lessons learned from mistakes 
· lessons learned from critical incidents or events                     (40 marks)          
NOTE: This reflection should be 1000 words +/- 10% and must draw upon 
              support through academic references in the study of ‘reflective learning’. 




My first term at the university trinity south wales was a lot different to how I imagined it. It might have something to do with the pandemic that we currently are dealing with but in some ways gave me a slight advantage to being in the university itself. From the moment we set of late September I’ve found the course really interesting and its exactly what I imaged it to be. All three subjetcs have been really enjoyable and the three lectures I’ve had teach me have made the course truly enjoyable and have given us enough detail in each section of the course to set us on our ways for our assignment. My main strength of the term was being able to go back and play back lectures when trying to complete work as the detail was there from the lecture’s perspective. I was using this to my advantage when creating the drawings for AutoCAD and Revit mainly. Using the lectures tutorials whilst drawing made it so much easier for me to produce work to standard. Another strong point I found coming from College to university was I had time on my hands to learn what needed to learn myself. It also gave me time to shadow another QS which gave me a greater understanding of the field I had chosen to study. Without having this much time on my hands I would not have this opportunity. Another point was I found myself looking into my chosen topics more as I wanted to learn it was my option to be at the university and I wanted to further my knowledge of my chosen topic.
 
The first 3 months of university there was only 2 issue I had was being able to contact some member of staff. Personally, I find feedback is better for face to face I feel I can take more in from someone when they are talking to me instead of staring at a computer screen or reading an email that has been sent out. Another issue is the lecture times sometimes dragged on 4 hours with 1 little break was sometimes to much as staring into a screen and only hearing someone’s voice really had an impact on how I took the information in. I feel like if It was 4 hours of face to face learning It might have been different as the lecture could’ve made sure breaks where in place for everyone.

Around the middle of the first term I started sending my cv round to local companies to see if anyone would be looking to take me. As we are currently in the middle of the covid 19 pandemic finding myself a placement was harder than I antisapated. I luckily found myself a family friend who would let me shadow him on smaller scale project(unpaid) this gave me an insight into how a QS works and it would be the deciding factor to see if I could see myself working within in this industry. From the word go I was thrilled with the work. I even went online to try and find myself an apprentiship to further my knowledge whilst at university but still nothing was available due to the pandemic. If the opportunity is there for me to work and study, I would take it in a heartbeat as I feel putting them both together would help massively in my future. As you have the academic knowledge and the practical side.

“To do and not to do” over the last 3 months I have learnt a great deal of knowledge from my well experienced lectures and would have to say the information has been overwhelming and makes me exited for term 2. What I would change? I would start taking paper notes even though the lecture videos are available it just makes it quicker for me to read when trying to do an assignment. Another would be not to hesitate to ask a question on a team’s meeting. Too many times I’ve been to scared to put my mic on and ask a question and I’ve gone without knowing what to do. My finally not to do is leaving my work till last minute and worrying about it all. I will start doing my work as soon as the whistle is blown not when the race is nearly finished. If I use these three tips next term I am bound to have a much better time in university and I will be relaxed a lot more.


Summary
Overall when I think about it going to university was always going to be such a big deal for me not going where all my friends go to doing the work all on my own but when you have such a well experienced well organized group of lectures behind you supporting you it makes your university life so much better and knowing that you have the best team teaching you the information you need to know it makes you more confident in yourself. I can truly say even though I haven’t been on the campus and experienced the (UNI life)  I truly feel I have changed in myself I feel a lot more confident towards life like I have a goal to aim for and that I know what I’m doing every day. 

