Judges are servants of the public and are entrusted to ensure that the law is transparent and intelligible. To what extent do you agree with this statement. 

           In both criminal and civil courts, judges hear testimony, render decisions, and impose sentences depending on the facts provided. They listen to arguments from presenters inside of the court and the jury then concludes weather they are guilty or not guilty. Judges are servants of the public A public servant is someone who holds an elected or appointed position in the government, such as one with the municipal or state government. There are various opinions and judgments that are made upon judges that will be seen in the different arguments made throughout this essay. An opinion on a judge will differ from different individuals and their own life experiences, whether that may be in a negative or positive way (National Careers Service, 2018). This essay will focus on the arguments on judges serving the public, and the debate if judges are trusted by the public. Research about the transparency of the law will be be made and arguments of this will be seen throughout this essay. 
            Judges are seen to serve the public, in an unbiased way by making sure that they are applying  the law to each individual case correctly. (Martin, 2021, page 208). According to parliament people see judges as ‘out of touch’. Judges are becoming more and more despised for being "too left-wing, too bleeding liberal, and too wet," according to a group of legal journalists (Parliament.UK, no date). There are many different types of judges, examples of these are, superior judge, district judge, high court judges….Society may raise concern that judges are too powerful. Judges are frequently interfering with public authority choices that they need to leave alone (Lord Dyson, 2014). There is no doubt the judiciary are very powerful. They only have the authority and power that was granted to them by the Human Rights Act 1998. However,  with this power they are able to overturn legislation. As well as this, the Human rights Act 1998 only permits in high courts, Supreme Court, and Court of appeal. In spite of this, there is still confusion in why these judges are interfering with parliament.(Courts and tribunals of the judiciary, 2022). Critics believe that the Human Rights Act 1998 leads judges to become more involved with parliament and matters of politics when they should not be. However, some who are worried about too much judicial power contend that in reality, decisions are made based on what they perceive to be the merits of a given legal ruling, or whether they concur with it. (The judiciary - The Constitution Society, 2022). Additionally, Lord Kerr the longest serving supreme justice believes that we need judges to limit government power. According to him the last thing the nation needs is “unbridled power”. (The Guardian, 2020). He believes judicial checks on the government were important and comprehends why the authorities felt agitated by the judicial challenges. 

Nevertheless, for judges to be servants of the public, they must make sure the law in clear and intangible and understood by the public. An enduring strength and key selling point of English commercial law is its degree of predictability. (Lord Bingham, 2011). Some may believe and argue that the law is too complex to be understood by people. One reason some people may find the law is too complex is because it develops. Even though Welsh and English law has been gradually growing, it still gets changed and developed to this day. (Martin.J, 2021, page 15). So then we ask, 




can judges be servants of the public if the law keeps developing and changing? It is clear that they cannot make sure the law is understood by everyone, but they can make these new laws are as clear as possible to be followed and understood by community’s. Arguments are also made against judges making laws. They are suppose to apply the law to cases, not create them, as that is for parliament. However in some situations it would be necessary for a judge to create a law, as there may not be a law to apply to a case, R v R (1991),  (Martin.J, 2021, page 39). 

It is important that judges can reflect on the communities they are in and the diversity that comes along with it. It is argued that there is no diversity in the judiciary, this is shown in the government statists where it is stated that only 34% of court judges are women. In 2021 only 15% of barristers/judges were from black, Asian, minority backgrounds (BAME). According to these statistics, it is said “white men constituted the highest proportion of barristers” (Ministry of Justice, 2021). It is proved that majority of the judiciary are men, it is not fair and cannot be expected that individuals of the community are able to trust these judges if they are not reflecting the diversity shown in the community they represent. These statistics are relevant as it is clear judges cannot be good, trusted servants of the public if they do not represent the people of the communities.  In November 2020 the Judiciary created a strategy in which they create aims and objectives for the next years to come. The outcome in which they hope for will be positive change to the judiciary. The change they’re making consists of four strategies. 1) Creating a workplace where the change for diversity is increased and resulting in positive change. 2) Developing a better work environment that is more respectful within the judiciary. 3) Help potential judges advance in their careers. 4) Increasing the diversity among those who apply for judicial positions. Lady Justice Simler, of the judicial diversity committee “I am more committed than ever to having a judiciary in which a stronger culture of inclusion and collaboration is fostered and maintained. 

As well as this, there may also be concerns raised to whether judges are to be trusted by communities, this can be seen with the number of wrongful convictions in England and Wales. There were 1,336 successful appeals against verdicts made by Magistrates' courts and the Court of Appeal Criminal Division between June 2019 and March 2020 (The University of Law, 2020). By seeing such massive mistakes being made by the judiciary how can we be expected to support and trust these people who are meant to bring justice to community’s. Judges have years of legal system experience and have a very strong educational and social background. Judges should be presented in a fair and unbiased way to be trusted by society. Any complaint about a judge will be immediately held under investigation, therefore we can see that community’s are cared and looked out for. On the other hand, how can we trust judges if they are all mostly white, male, and over 60. Judges also make mistakes, wrongful convictions have happened how can we trust them after making so many mistakes. There has been 1,070 wrongful convictions in the UK. The Court of Appeal is England and Wales' second-highest court. 64 successful appeals against convictions were heard in the Court of Appeal Criminal Division over the course of the previous 12 months (The University of Law, 2020). Individuals should be able to trust judges, and be able to see the law be applied through the role they are in. Judges are seen to serve the public in an unbiased way by making sure the law is applied correctly to each individual case. (Martin, 2021, page 208).

           

 In conclusion, there are many different opinions and views on judges. They are seen to be powerful, but they are not seen as diverse in our community’s because of their ethnicity, age, and gender. As well as this, they cannot be trusted by communities as they have made so many mistakes in the past, with the statistics of wrongful convictions being high. Even though it seems problems in the judiciary have been spotted nothing is currently being changed until the next years to come. It is clear that changes need to be made to the judiciary , for community’s to begin being positive and trusting towards the servers of the public. 
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