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Methodology Chapter
The methodology chapter should describe the process of how you conducted this research in enough detail to allow any other person to replicate the research if necessary.
The chapter will allow you to provide an explanation and rationale for your research design, methods of data collection and analysis and the range of information sources used. The chapter also needs to address research ethics and any limitations to your research.
A good way to approach this in your planning phase is to consider it from two perspectives – academic & practical.                                             
1. Academic
This might begin with an academic overview of your research philosophy taking into account the following bullet points as possible headings to assist you:
· What is research?
· What research philosophy has been adopted (Positivism, Interpretivism, pragmatism, Inductive, Deductive) and why (your rationale).
· The types of research undertaken – qualitative, quantitative, mixed methods, primary, secondary etc. (explain what the terms mean and why you have chosen to use them).
· Methods used in your research strategy to collect data (action research, case study etc.) and why.
· Data choices – mono, mixed or multi-method and why.
· Methods used to analyse that data (e.g., thematic analysis etc.) and why?
2. Practical
This might begin with an overview of all the data gathering techniques you have chosen. Then take each choice in turn, use as a heading and provide a rationale for using – be critical of your choice.
[bookmark: _Int_k0cBe7XW]e.g. Focus group
·        What is a focus group?
·        Strengths/weaknesses of method – supported by sources
·        How many participants in your focus group, how many focus groups and why?
·        Structured/semi-structured questions used and why?
·        Online or face/face and why?
You would have proposed your methodology in your proposal document – revisit to assist you with your rationale.
You need to critically reflect on the methodology that you have chosen so don’t forget to use some good sources to support your rationale.
If you have had to change your methods at any time, explain why and provide the reasons for doing so. If possible, support with a source.
Saunder’s et al ‘Research Onion’ as a structure for the chapter.
Some students prefer to use the ‘Research onion’ as a structure to this chapter. 
If so, consider including a diagram to assist with your descriptions and discussions. Work your way through each layer, using sub-headings if it assists you and provide a rationale as detailed above.
2. Ethical issues
It is important to include information around research ethics identifying any significant issues within your research and how you addressed them. Some useful points to cover
· What is research ethics?
· What ethical issues did you have to consider/address - discuss each individually.
          (don’t forget the 5 principles of research ethics)
3. Limitations
Limitations are any weaknesses identified or faced during your research which are based on factors that are outside of your control as the researcher e.g., funding, equipment, data, participants etc.
Highlight any limitations and discuss any impact they may have on your data or conclusions.
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