Second Semester Timeline
400BC-330BC
Parmenio: A Macedonian noble who was a respected general of both Phillip II and Alexander the Great. Under Alexander he became second-in-command and his sons held powerful positions as commanders to the Cavalry and the hypaspists. (Roberts 2005:534) Parmenio is often seen as giving Alexander advice that is considered wise, but often is out-thought or seen as un-courageous by Alexander (Arrian.3.10) Eventually Parmenio would fall out of favour due to his older age and disagreements with Alexander, and he was left behind as a commander of Ecbatana. Eventually he and his sons would be assassinated on the orders of Alexander. (Fuller 1960.64-5)

356-323BC
Alexander the great: He was born on the sixth day on the month of Hecatombaeon, on the same day that the temple of Artemis was burnt down (around 20th of July). Philip, who won a battle on that day, celebrated and declared that Alexander would prove himself an invincible lion-like leader. (Plu. Alex.3) He studied under Aristotle, by his father’s wishes, and became a great lover of learning and reading. Even demanding that he be sent books to the interior of Asia, including works of Euripides, Sophocles and Aeschylus. (Fuller 1960:57) He campaigned successfully many times in his short reign, beginning in 334BC where he marched his army across the Hellespont and fought in the battle of Granicus (Roberts 2005:26)

338BC 
Battle of Chaeronea: Philip made a crushing victory of the allied Greek states, led be Athens. However, the exact way in which the battle was won is unknown. (Roberts 2005:142) Polybius records some details, saying that Philip won the battle due to his mastery of the battle field and his ability to not let vindictiveness cloud his judgement in battle. (Plb. 5.10) Due to the victory at Chaeronea, Philip was able to force the Greek cooperation through the League of Corinth. (Ashley 2004:7)

337BC 
Marriage of Philip and Cleopatra: Cleopatra was the niece of Attalus, a general who had fought in Chaeronea (Fuller 1960:38) This love match caused great conflict within the royal household, with Olympias being angrily retired and Alexander to be exiled to Illyria. It is thought that this marriage may well have been a factor in Phillips eventual assassination. (Roberts 2005:560) At the wedding, Alexanders grievances with his father came to a head. After Attalus made a toast for a healthy heir. Causing Philip and Alexander to drunkenly brawl at the banquet. (Plut. Alex 7.9)

336BC 
Death of Philip II: Whilst attending the marriage of his daughter by Olympias, Cleopatra, Phillip was stabbed to death by a young Macedonian Noble named Pausanias. (Fuller 1960:38) Olympias was chiefly blamed for the assassination, as she was generally believed to have encouraged the man to seek revenge for the slights he had received from Queen Cleopatra and General Attalus. (Plut. Alex. 10) Upon his death Alexander inherited the Macedonian throne at the age of 20, and Phillip was buried at Aegae. Many believe that he was buried in the barrel-vaulted Tomb in the Great Tummulus of Vergina (Roberts 2005:560)

335BC 
Sack of Thebes: Alexanders first campaigns in his reign were intended to crush the rebellions against Macedon. Initially he demanded that Thebes surrendered the two rebels, Philotas and Antipater. When the Thebans continued to resist the Macedonian army, Alexander sieged Thebes and massacred those inside the city. (Plu. Alex .11-12) People of the time believed that Thebes was being punished for its previous poor treatment of another Grecian polis. This punishment was said to have come from the gods and was payment for the slaughter and enslavement of Plataea. (Arian 1.9) The fall of Thebes caused many Grecian cities, such as Arcadia, to slaughter their anti-Macedonian leaders, in an attempt to avoid a similar fate. Alexander also managed to discredit Demosthenes and demanded he be turned over to the Macedonians, and the eventual he showed him mercy. (Fuller 1960:87)

334BC 
Battle of Granicus: Alexanders battle with the Persian army at the River Granicus. Alexanders army faced a mixture of Persian cavalry and Grecian mercenaries, who were eventually abandoned and slaughtered. (Roberts 2005:313) The Macedonian Infantry massed in two groups, both protected by cavalry. Alexander demanded that they cross the Granicus, despite the protests of his commander Parmenio. Despite the easy opportunity, the Persians did not engage with the enemy until they surfaced from the river. After the front line took heavy losses, the Persian cavalry fled, and some Persian commanders were killed (Arrian 13-16) Alexander won his first victory at Granicus. Although the battle opened an access point to western Asia Minor, it was no more than an advanced guard victory. (Fuller 1960:91-2)

333BC 
Battle of Issus: Battle between King Darius III of Persia and Alexander the Great during his campaign in Asia Minor. Darius had a much larger army than Alexander, however due to the rocky terrain and tight mountain passes, Darius was forced to segment his army. (Plut.Alex20) Although both sides had similar initial strategies, Alexander managed to remove the Persian cavalry by drawing around 600 members of his own cavalry back to lure the Persians out of the fight. Alexander broke through Darius’ forces on his right flank, while Parmenio held the Macedonian centre. The break of his ranks caused Darius to flee the fight, and after giving up on the chase after him, Alexander circled behind the remaining Persian forces and slaughtered the pinned Persian infantry. (Ashley 2004:222-230) After the battle, Darius’ abandoned headquarters were stormed, and Alexander captured the Persian kings mother, sister/wife, two of his daughters and his infant son, alongside their female attendants. 3,000 talents were discovered at the base, and Parmenio was also able to seize money from the treasury at Damascus as well. (Arrian.2.11-12)

332BC 
Battle of Gaza: The leader of Gaza, an apparent eunuch named Batis, had refused to join Alexander, and raised a mercenary army against him. Alexander set up his siege engines at the parts of the wall that seemed the easiest to assault. (Arrian.2.26) During the siege a bird was spotted to have dropped some earth on Alexanders shoulder before trying to perch on a siege engine but became entangled in the sinews used to tighten the rope. Aristander saw this as a prophecy that the siege would be successful but through this Alexander would receive a shoulder wound. This, according to Plutarch was fulfilled, although exactly how he obtained the injury is not explained. (Plut.Alex.25) After the victory at Gaza, all male inhabitants were supposedly killed, and the women and children were sold into slavery. Alexander repopulated the city with settlers from the surrounding land and a story began circulating that he had tied Batis to a chariot and had him dragged to death around the city walls. It is believed, however that this story is largely fiction made up to bolster Alexanders reputation. (Fuller 1960.104)

332BC 
Visit to Shrine of Ammon: The Shrine of Ammon was held in high esteem in the Greek world during the fifth century, second only to Delphi. There are many reasons that Alexander could have wanted to visit the Shine. He was going on a campaign towards the centre of the Persian Empire and could have wanted to know if the gods favoured him. There was also the question of his divine heritage, from Zeus, that had been told to him by his mother. (Ashley 2004: 252) This factor is focused on by many ancient historians. Arrian links that both Herakles and Perseus had visited the Oracle. This was important due to both sharing blood links with Zeus, a factor that Alexander may have used to bolster his own fame and divine heritage. This attributing as a major factor into why Alexander went to this oracle. (Arrian 3.3) Alexander wrote to his mother after his visit to the oracle, telling her that he had received prophecies he would reveal to her alone. These may have had something to do with the fact that as he approached the shrine Alexander was greeted by the priest with “O, pai, Dios” meaning “O, son of Zeus”. This could have bolstered Alexanders beliefs that he was indeed the son of Zeus. However, the priest could have meant to say “O, paidion”, meaning “O, my son”. Through either his waning to give flattery or the fact that Greek was not the priests’ native language, he miss-pronounced the intended phrase. (Plut.Alex.27)

331BC 
Battle of Gaugamela: Darius chose the large plains of Gaugamela after hearing of Alexanders crossing of the Tigris. Alexanders scouts reported Darius’ army encamped just outside of Gaugamela, hidden by the Jabal Maqlub massif. After his defeat at Issus, Darius wanted a wide open plain on which he could do battle. This so he could make use of his larger army and chariots. Ancient historians are considered to have overestimated the size of the Persian army, Ashley estimates that the entire army wouldn’t have exceeded more than 90,000 men. This still vastly outnumbered the Macedonian forces however. The Persian army was divided into two lines, with the front being segmented into three different commands. The Macedonian forces were much smaller and came to the battle field in a previously unseen formation. Alexander divided his army into five separate forces. The left wing was under Parmenio’s charge, facing outwards from the centre. His job was to keep Persian infantry occupied whilst Alexander took control of his right wing. The right wing was focused on riding parallel, and away, from the battle in order to create a gap in the Persian forces as the opposing cavalry followed him. Alexander would then sharply turn into this gap and slaughter to unprotected Persian forces. Alexander had trained the infantry to deal with Darius chariots, a weapon that had previously dominated the battlefield. Darius feeling defeat was on the Horizon fled from the battle. (Ashley 2004: 257-269) Alexanders troops showed signs of mutiny before this battle, due to apparent bad omens. The moon eclipsed and glowed blood red, and for soldiers on the eve of battle this was seen as a sign that the Gods opposed their being taken so far away from their homeland, trekking through endless desert and being dragged to war by a man who “had deluded ideas about aspiring to heaven”. Alexander consulted the Egyptian seers and gained approval from them to fight, saying that eclipses were a sign that the Persian King fought without the approval of the Gods. This aided in preventing a mutiny and allowed Alexander to maintain control of his forces. (Curtius 4.10.1-8) Darius’ wife also died before the battle, apparently due from child birth. This is an unusual statement form Plutarch as the women of Darius’ household had been with Alexander for over a year and Alexander was said to have not touched them. Alexander was said to have thrown the Queen a fitting funeral and when Darius heard of this he grew suspicious of Alexanders behaviour but was begged by his companion Teireos to hold his peace with Alexander so as not to shame his dead wife. (Plut.Alex 30)

330BC 
Sack of Persepolis: Alexander, after taking large sums of money and booty from both the treasury and Darius’ bed chamber, Alexander camped at Persepolis. During his encampment Alexanders army burnt down to Palace of Xerxes. Diodorus and Curtius base their accounts off of Cleitarchus, which describes how an Athenian courtesan, Thais, fired the men into a drunken revel with a speech at a dinner party. (Fuller 1960:111) Other accounts describe the sack as a deliberate endeavour done by Alexander, to punish the Persians for the invasion of Greece and for the destruction of Athens. This was argued against by Parmenio, his most prominent general, as he thought that destroying the palace would harm their ability to gain support from the local Persians. (Arrian.3.19) The pillage is described as brutal by Rufus, who describes that ‘nothing removed in one piece’ and that precious statues and art were destroyed. Residents of the city were forced to commit suicide by either jumping off the walls or hiding in their burning homes to avoid the Macedonian butchery. (Curtius 5.5)

330BC 
Death of Darius: After failing to gain victory at Gaugamela and his disastrous retreat from the battle Darius was eventually arrested by his brother Bessus. After hearing this Alexander perused them and heard that Bessus had proclaimed himself the new King of Persia. (Ashley 2004:280) Alexander marched his army so quickly in pursuit of Bessus he had to swap the infantry onto horses as they could no longer keep up on foot. He even managed to cover 47 miles in one night and unexpectedly came across the Persian forces. (Fuller 1960:113) Bessus had abandoned Darius on the roadside, riddled with Javelins. Alexander and his forces found Darius barely alive and granted him some water. Darius there named Alexander as the heir to his throne as a repayment for the kindness he had showed Darius and his family. Struck by grief Alexander covered the body with his cloak and sent Darius’ body to his mother to be laid out in “royal state” (Plut.Alex.43)

330BC
Trial and Death of Parmenio: Alexander learnt that Philotas, son of Parmenio had planned to assassinate him. Philotas confessed to knowing of a plot against Alexander and that he did nothing to stop it. Parmenio was executed as well, as Alexander could not believe that he didn’t know of his son’s actions. (Arrian 3.26) Alexander could not bring Parmenio to trial as he may risk a rebellion and loss of money from the treasury. He also could not remove him from power and keep him alive as he still had influence enough to oppose him. Rather than risk the ruin of his own campaign Alexander decided to have him executed. (Fuller 1960;65) Polydamas had been instructed to give Parmenio a letter written by the king explaining Philotas’ death and Parmenios’ execution. After reading the letter Parmenio was executed by Polydamas and his men, who stabbed him in his side, neck and continued to impale him even after he had fallen dead. (Curtius 7.2.24-7)


330/329BC 
Capture of Bessus: After Darius’ death, Bessus began to claim himself king of Persia. Upon hearing this, Alexander chased Bessus down. Bessus destroyed all crops and fields as he fled from Alexander in hopes of slowing his pursuit. This policy, however, didn’t work and Bessus withdrew to Nautaka in Sogdiana. It was at this point that his cavalry abandoned him. (Arrian.3.28) Bessus was eventually betrayed by Spitamenes, who sent word that he was willing to surrender him. Once Ptolemy arrived to the Persian encampment Spitamenes had changed his mind and Ptolemy chased the Persian forces to a village where they found Bessus abandoned. Ptolemy ceased him and took him into custody. Alexander eventually brought Bessus to Bactra, where he was put on trial for assuming the tiara and punished according to Persian Law. His nose and ears were reportedly chopped off and sent to Ecbatana and he was condemned to death. (Fuller 1960:115-120) There are some reports that once Alexander had captured Bessus he tied parts of him to bent trees. When the trees were allowed to again straighten, the body parts were ripped off in recoil. (Plut.Alex.43)

328/327BC 
Alexander marries Roxane: Alexander met Roxane after sieging Sogdiana from her father, Oxyartes. There it is said that he found her beauty and disposition so entrancing that he instantly wished to marry her. (Curtius 8.4.23-5) Alexander’s marriage to Roxane is shown as one of his fewer moments of indulgence, when regarding women. This in comparison to how Darius’ wife was considered to be the most beautiful in all of Persia and he managed to maintain his composure around her. (Arrian 4.19-20) Alexanders marriage may, however, had less to do with Roxane’s apparent beauty and more to do with her political significance. Marriage to her ended the current and all future revolts from Sogdiana, as well as unified the Macedonian and Persian parts of the empire. (Ashley 2004:301)

327BC 
Conspiracy of the Pages: Alexanders pages planned to assassinate him after Hermolaus had been publicly humiliated and whipped by Alexander. In revenge he enlisted four other pages who conspired to murder the king. However, one of the conspirators, Epimenes, disclosed the plot and the pages were quickly apprehended. (Ashley 2004:366) An apparent madwoman, who had been known to see the future, threw herself in front of Alexander as he attempted to leave the banquet early. She begged him to not yet leave, and Alexander jokingly said that the gods gave good advice and returned to the Party. This in turn foiled the attempt to kill Alexander as the pages were replaced by the next guard rotation and were eventually sent away. (Curtius 8.6. 17-20) Ptolemy and Astobulus declared that the pages had been urged to commit the crimes by Callisthenes, who was associated with Hermolas. Alexander ordered the pages be arrested and stoned to death. Callisthenes’ punishment varies from each historian and often involves torture. (Arrian 4. 14)

326BC 
Battle with Porus: Alexander had demanded a meeting with the Indian prince, and Porus said he would meet him at the Hydaspes river, but with an army to defend his kingdom. Upon Alexanders arrival he found Porus’ army fully established, prepared to battle on the other side of the river crossing. Porus made use of elephants, chariots and infantry. He is often described as unusually large or giant and riding an elephant into war. (Arrian 8.13.1-7) The total of Porus’ army widely differs from one account to another, but a general estimate puts his forces at around 36,000. This compared to Alexanders’ 29,000, which lacked both the 85 elephants and 300 chariots of the enemy forces. Alexander used part of his army to march backwards and forwards along the river bank, to distract the enemy whilst he marched the other half of his army back around some hills and 19 miles upstream, under nightfall and heavy rains. The sound of the forces on the river and the heavy lightning disguised the sound of Alexanders troops marching upstream. Initially the troops were caught on the Admana Island, but the troops eventually made it across the deeper part of the river without loses. Porus heard that Macedonian forces had crossed the river from Aristobulus, but due to his belief that it was only diversion.  Once he realised Alexander had a larger force he left a small force on the river bed to deal with Craterus and his men and rode towards Alexander. The Indian forces suffered heavy losses and the elephants quickly became a hindrance to their allies, backing away from the fight, taking the cavalry with them. (Ashley 2004:318-326) After his defeat, Alexander asked how Porus wished to be treated, and Porus replied with “treat me as a king”. This gained Porus respect from alexander, who spared him, befriended him and allowed him to govern his former kingdom. Alexander even expanded this by adding a province which he had captured and subdued. (Plut.Alex.60)

324BC 
Mutiny at Opis: After Alexander made a decree that all exiles were to return to their homeland and that the Empire should be unified between Grecians and Persians alike, his army began to conspire mutiny. After announcing that Craterus would return to Macedonia with the veterans and that the army be mixed and unified between victor and vanquished the pent-up aggression turned into outright mutiny. (Fuller 1960:139) The older troops disliked being seen as used up and expendable and the younger troops didn’t want to remain in a force that would soon be made up of apparent ‘barbarian’ Persians. Having been frightened by this first full mutiny Alexander jumped down into the crowds and pointed out 13 ring leaders to the hypaspists and had them executed. He then made a grand speech reminding the army of all the glories they had achieved and how far they had come from their humble beginnings. He angrily said that if they wanted to leave they could, as those he had conquered would support him. He then secluded himself in his tent for two days and awaited his forces apologies. (Ashley 2004:371) On the third day of confinement, Alexander was approached by his men who begged for forgiveness and offered ringleaders to be executed. Alexander accepted this and dismissed them. (Rufus.10.4)

324BC 
Death of Hephaestion: Hephaestion died from a malignant fever. He was a close friend of Alexander having been the same age and grew up together (Fuller 1960:142) Hephaestion had been in command of the cavalry and was a member of the elite bodyguard. He had been favoured by Alexander and even had one of Darius III’s daughters as a wife. His sudden death at Ectebana sent Alexander into a whirlwind of grief and despair. (Roberts 2005:330) There are varying reports to the level of Alexanders grief. Some ancient historians claim that Alexander threw himself on the body of his dead friend and cried all day at his loss. Other reports say that Alexander punished Hephaestions’ doctor or cut his hair in grief. Alexander did, however, hold funeral games to honour his friend and made sacrifices to his dead companion as though he were a demi-god. (Arrian 7.14-5)

323BC 
Death of Alexander: After the death of Hephaestion Alexander held fests and parties to honour his dead comrade. He became feverish after drinking at one of these parties and drank excessive amounts of wine to quench his thirst. This intern made him delirious and caused his sickness to worsen, and he died a week later on the 10th of June 323BC. Other ancient Historians report that Alexander was drinking from the cup of Hercules or that he felt a sudden pain in the back when he was ill, Plutarch however, sees this as needles embellishment to make his death more grandiose. (Plut.Alex.75) Alexander practiced the normal sacrifices and daily routines, however, as the. Days progressed he would either need to be carried or be unable to talk to his generals at all. Due to his condition some had thought that Alexander had died before he actually did, and this resulted in the guards briefly refusing entrance to his commanders. When they did eventually get to see him, his condition was so bad that they consulted the goods at the temple of Serapis, who told them to leave Alexander where he was. (Arrian.7.26-7) When asked to name his successor to his kingdom Alexander only replied that it go to the ‘best man’ gave his signet ring to Periccas, before dying soon after. (Rufus.10.5) This vague answer created dissent amongst the ranks of his generals and combined with the growing unrest between the Persian and Greeks within the Empire, this sowed the seeds of civil war. (Shipley 2003:38)

323BC the Babylonian Settlement: Perdiccas held the most power after the death of Alexander. He had been given Alexanders signet ring and had been offered kingship by the army. However, he turned this offer down due to Alexanders widow, Roxane, being pregnant. Perdiccas would have had a hard time taking and keeping the throne from the kings’ true heir, so instead a settlement was made designed to satisfy all involved parties. (D. Braund 2005 22) A settlement reached between Perdiccas, Antipater and Craterus. Roxane’s child, should it be a son, and Arrhidaeus would share the throne as kings and Perdiccas, Antipater and Craterus would act as regents, due to the official kings being incapable of ruling on their own. This was due to Arrhidaeus being considered mentally incapable, and that should Roxane’s child be a boy, he wouldn’t be able to rule properly for 15 years. (Rickard, J 2007). There was a lot of disagreement between the generals as many wished to see an actual king on the throne, not wait for a child to be born and raised. Options of Alexanders illegitimate son Herakles and Arrhidaeus, a brother of Alexander, were both seen as more viable options than the son of a Persian woman. However due to Ptolemy’s intervention Arrhidaeus and Herakles were ruled out and Perdiccas’ suggestion was followed. (Justin 13.2)

323-322BC
Lamian War: After Alexanders death in Babylon, the Greek states combined and formed a league against Macedon. (Plut. Dem. 27) In the winter of 323-322BC the allies had trapped Antipater and his forces in the city of Lamia under siege. (Errington 2010:16) Antipater was supported by two orators, who had fled from Athens, Pytheas and Callimedon. They travelled around the Grecian states and urged them not to rebel against the Macedonians. (Plut. Dem. 27) Meanwhile Antipater entered into negotiations with the Leonnatos, Ptolemy and Olympias. Craterus reached Macedon and accepted Antipaters’ command and in the summer of 322 Athens was sieged and defeated. A garrison was installed after the victory in the Battle of Krannon which dominated the port of Piraeus. (Braund 2005:23)

321BC 
Triparadeisos: After Perdiccas and Krateros had died a new arrangement for the empire was needed and founded at Triparadeisos in northern Syria. Ptolemy had Egypt, Antigonus retained the satrap of Phrygia and gained control of Asia, with the task of capturing Eumenes. Antipater retained his control and prominence in Macedon. The agreement also gave Seleucus prominence as he gained Babylonia. (D. Braund 2005:23) This proved to be a profitable arrangement for Antipater as all the commanders in the provinces all relied on the soldiers from Macedonia and so had to acknowledge their subordination to the agreed monarchy. This gave Antipater access to the treasuries in all the provinces and Macedon, whilst the other commanders only had access to treasuries within their own provinces. (R.M. Errington 2010: 21) Antipater also used his family to make alliances as he had his son made Antigonus’ second in command and his daughter marry Antigonus’ son Demetrius. (Plut. Demetr. 14.2)

321BC 
Peridiccas’ invasion of Egypt: Peridiccas invaded Egypt to retrieve the body of Alexander the Great off of Ptolemy who had seized it. (Braund 2005:23) The invasion went disastrously wrong from the start. 2,000 men died trying to cross the Nile causing some of his offices to conspire to kill Peridiccas. (Errington 2010:19-20) Pithion lead the revolt against Peridiccas and along with some leading cavalry officers they went into Peridiccas’ tent and stabbed him to death. After They had assassinated their commander they invited Ptolemy into the camp where they were given grain and necessities, Ptolemy was offered to become the new regent of the young Alexander, however he turned this down and offered it to Pithion.
(Diod. 18.36)

319BC 
Death of Antipater: Antipater had been suffering from a rather serious illness which his solder age made fatal. (Diod .18.48) After returning from Triparadeisos Antipater died of old age in 319, ruining the previously arranged structure. (Braund 2005:24) Had Antipater lived a few more years, the imperial structure that he and Craterus developed may have taken a hold. Instead of choosing his son Cassander as his successor, Antipater chose Polyparchon to become regent. The man was already in his late sixties but held large amounts of prestige through association with Alexander. (Errington 2010:21-2) 

316BC 
Death of Eumenes: Eumenes had campaigned for years, repeatedly avoiding defeat and keeping his troops loyal. After having served under Peridiccas he was careful not to claim the same legitimacy of the other successors. Despite having one of the most loyal armies, his forces were not strong enough to battle the other successors. (Shipley 2003:46) Antigonus finally overcame him and killed Eumenes in Iran, collapsing Polyparchons’ Asian scheme completely (Errington 2010:28) After Antigonus had captured Eumenes he reportedly couldn’t bare looking at Eumenes because of their past friendship. Antigonus took many days to decide how to dispose of Eumenes and eventually decided to send an executioner. His body was returned to his family so that it could be burned and put in a silver urn. (Plut. Life of Eumenes 19.4)

310BC 
Death of Rhoxane and Alexander IV: An agreement was made between Cassander, Ptolemy, Lysimachus an Antigonus. This stated that Cassander should remain general of Europe until Alexander IV came of age and the rest of the empire was divided between the alliance. However, the treaty was broken when Cassander sought to strengthen his claim to power through the assassination of the young Alexander and his mother Rhoxane. (Walbank 1981:52-4) Alexander IV had been unknown to the public, most likely a deliberate move by Cassander, so that the assassination would have caused little outcry or rebellion against Cassander. (Mahaffy 1976:60) This was considered a brutal move at time as Cassander had already been linked to the murders of Alexanders other son Herakles and his mother Bersine and that murder wasn’t the only way Cassander could have claimed or controlled the throne (Justin. Epist.15.2)

306BC 
Antigonus and Demetrius declared Kings: Antigonus and Demetrius had managed to defeat Ptolemy’s ships of the coast of Salamis. The victory was considered humane and fair die to the honourable burials their enemies received and the prisoners that were returned to Egypt. (Plut. Demete 17.2) The Father and son were honoured like gods in Athens. They were given golden statues and honours, they even had two new civic tribes added and named after them. Athens received previous possessions and lands for their acceptance, and Antigonus and Demetrius were declared Kings. (Shipley 2003:120-1) The fact that that Alexander IV had been killed by Cassander meant that this proclamation would be less problematic for Antigonus, who used this moment to vilify his opponent. (Braund 2005:27)

301BC 
Battle of Ipsus: Ipsus was a battle fought by Antigonus and his son Demetrius against Cassander, Lysimachos and Seleucus. Antigonus however lost the battle and died. Demetrius took some men and fled the battle. The Kingdom was now divided between the three Allies. (Shipley 2003:44) After the victory at Ipsus, Cassanders’ goals would have been to legitimise and validate his rule in Macedonia with the remaining successors. He also had to let go of any ambitions for conquest of Asia minor and gain control over all of Greece, where Demetrius still held power. (Hammond & Walbank 1998:200) Antigonus had fought bravely on the battlefield and as his enemies grew near he joked how his son would come to his aid. In the end his friends and servants abandoned him on the battlefield after he had been hit with a barrage of arrows. Only Thorax of Larissa remained by the dead body. (Plut. Demetr. 29)

297BC 
Death of Cassander: (Shipley 2003: 44) Cassander died at Pella in May of 297BC. Some ancient authors report an illness of some kind, often a wasting disease. His death is often seen as divine punishment for Cassanders’ cruelty towards the house of Alexander. (Hammond & Walbank 1998: 208) After Cassanders’ death his eldest son Phillippus took control, however he died shortly after his father and the reigns of Macedon was then fought over by the two other sons Antipater and Alexander. (Plut. Demetri. 36)

285-246BC 
Accession of Ptolemy II: in the year 283 Ptolemy’s life came to a natural end and his son Ptolemy II/ ‘Philadelphos’ was heir to the throne. Seleucus, a previous ally to the Ptolemy’s was unsure if he could trust the new king. (Errington 2010: 62) Ptolemy II ina ugurated his reign with a great festival and the establishment of the royal Zoological gardens. The festival was said to have been extremely lavish and well-funded. The eldest son Keranus was dis-inherited and went to Macedonia to seek aid to regain his birth right. (Mahaffy 1976:199-202) Ptolemy II was said to have been popular amongst the Egyptian people, inheriting the popularity of his father with the people and the military. His military background and apparent prestige also gained him popularity and respect despite being the youngest son. (Justin.Epist. 16.2)

278-277BC 
Galatian Invasion: Macedonia was overrun with Celtic marauders after Lysimachus’ defeat, which had left the country weakened. The marauders were part of a large-scale migration which established a kingdom in Thrace whilst others went to Delphi and destroyed the Aetolians. (Walbank 1981:58-9) Nikomedes invited a group of marauding Celts, know to the Greeks as the Galatians, to cross to Asia minor and serve him as mercenaries. However, once they were victorious the Galatians became demobilized in the coastal regions of Asia minor. (Errington 2010: 115-116) Antiochus fought against the invasion of the Celts and defeated them at a decisive battle through the use of elephants, which scared the Celtic forces off of the battle field. The battle became known as the battle of the Elephants. (Lucian, Zeuxis 9f)

274- 271BC
First Syrian War: Magras, the half-brother of Ptolemy II and ruler of Cyrene, marched against Egypt. Ptolemy II closed the gates to Egypt and Magras was forced to turn back. (Paus. 1.7) Antiochus had formed this invasion with his new son in law, Magras, breaking a previous agreement between the Seleucids and Ptolemy. The collusion was somewhat ineffectual, but Magras did gain some independence in his kingdom in Cyrene (Ager 2005: 38) Whilst Magras was gone he had his allies store all weapons in the fortress and tear down the walls of the city so that, if there was a revolt in his absence, he would find it easy to take back his land. (Polyaen. 2.28'1-2)

260-253BC 
Second Syrian War: There was little indication of fighting within Syria during the second Syrian war, with most evidence pointing to battles fought in Asia minor. Antioch faced off against the Ptolemies over control and influence in Syria. A peace settlement was reached in 253BC. (Ager 2005: 41) Antiochus reached an agreement with Antigonus II of Macedon and they form an alliance against the Ptolemies, who they wish to expel from the Aegean. (Giessen 2007) After many years of fighting Ptolemy Philadelphus, in order to put an end to this troublesome war, gave his daughter Berenice as a wife to Antiochus as part of a peace treaty. (Porph: Fr.43.)


246-241BC 
Third Syrian War: The death of Antiochus II left Seleucus II on the Seleucid throne and a new Ptolemy was on the throne of Egypt. The new rulers resulted in the Laodicean war otherwise known as the third Syrian war (Hammond & Walbank 1998:306) After hearing of Seleucus’ plans to assassinate his sister Ptolemy went out to Daphne in an attempt to save her. This, however, failed and Bernicie died and Ptolemy was called back to Egypt. Once learning that his brother Antiochus had sided with Seleucus, Ptolemy decided not to war with two enemies at once and made a 10-year peace with Seleucus. (Justin.Epit. 27.2) By the end of the war the Ptolemies have gained the Syrian coast and have lost some of their Aegean possessions. (Lendering 2007)

245BC 
Bactrian Independence: the Seleucid Empire was too preoccupied with the internal calamity left behind from the third Syrian war to deal with its loss of eastern satrapies. Bactria gained independence and established its own kingdom and the movement away seemed to begin around the middle of the third century. (Ager 2005: 45) The loss of Bactria, although not wiping out Greek culture, did mean that the Seleucid Empire became more politically Mediterranean based and it lost claims to the river Tigris to Antioch. (Walbank 1981: 66) Theodotus the Governor of Bactria is reported to have lead the revolt away from the Seleucid Empire and proclaimed himself King. The surrounding eastern territories followed this example and moved away from the Macedonians. (Justin. Epit. 41.4)

245BC 
Parthian Independence: Parthian power grew to the point that everything from the east end of the Caspian Sea to the mouth of the Persian Gulf was lost from the Seleucids. (Walbank  1981: 66-7/123) Parthia was able to break away from the Seleucid empire due to Seleucus II being absorbed in external wars with the Ptolemies and with his brother Antiochus Hierax. (Ager 2005: 45) Around the same time as the Bactrian rebellion, the Parthians gained their independence. Mithridates took the Parthian throne and worked closely with the rulers of Bactria as great leaders. (Justin. Epit. 41.6)

220-219BC 
Second Illyrian War: Demetrius initiated the wars by renewing alliances with the Illyrians and eventually controlling cities considered to be friends of Rome, all whilst being himself an ally of Rome. Eventually Demetrius allied with Scerdilaidas, another powerful Illyrian
(Rickard. 2008) The Roman army initially sent an ambassador whilst they were busy battling the Gaul’s, but after they refused to comply with the romans demands, they were dispersed by the Roman navy and Demetrius found sanctuary with Phillip V. (Appian. Roman History 9-10) The Romans sent embassies to the Aetolian and Achaean Leagues to apologise for the interference in Greek matters. The leagues responded with thanks and allowed to Romans rights and privileges of Hellenism. (Mahaffy 1976: 359)

197BC 
Battle of Cynoscephalae: A battle fought between the Romans allied with the Aetolians against Phillip V, where the rough terrain of Cynoscephalae proved that the Romans flexibility on the battlefield gave them the upper hand. The romans lost 700 men to the battle, but the Macedonians took an enormous loss of eight thousand dead and five thousand captured. (Polyb. Hist.18.19-27) Initially Phillip had the advantage taking out the Romans left wing, however their own phalanx was broken through and being unable to defend themselves from the more mobile Romans they were flanked and cut down. Many attempted to flee the battle field, however, most were killed or captured. (Plut. Flam. 8.1) After the victory at Cynoscephalae, the Aetolian league began to over exaggerate their claims to the winning of the battle. The Romans would often find the Aetolians more difficult to eventually conquer and contain. (Mahaffy 1976: 439-440)

196BC 
Flaminius’ declaration at the Isthmian Games: During the Isthmian games, created to celebrate the lasting peace of the Grecians, it was announced that the Senate and Titus Quintius Flamininus had defeated Phillip V and had restored the laws and freedoms to the Greek Polis without garrisons or imposts. (Plut. Flam. 10.4) The herald addressed that all states previously controlled by Phillip were now free and liberated. This was well received by the large audience who had to hear the proclamation twice before they could believe it. Upon the second hearing the crowd was extremely joyful and burst into cheers and applause. (Liv. 33 32) This announcement made clear that Macedonian control in lands south of Olympos was gone forever and that Rome would maintain this. This announcement threated some Aetolians who feared of a Roman occupation in Greece, despite Flamininus saying he’d evacuate Roman troops. (Errington 2010: 211) 


188BC
Treaty of Apamea: In a peace treaty between the Romans and Antiochus arranged the Greek east as the Romans desired. Those who had been supportive of Rome got rewards, however these were entirely dependent on their continued alliance and support of Rome’s dominion. (Derow 2005: 65.) The Terms for Antiochus were that he should remain as an ally of Rome for all eternity for as long as he maintained the other terms of the treaty. Antiochus was forbidden to help or allow passage through his land to any enemy of Rome, he was forbidden from conquering lands in Europe and he must evacuate all lands inhabited and return any loot to the cities from which it was taken. He was not to receive or retain any soldiers acquired from other kingdoms. He was also to turn in all ships, elephants, Roman slaves or any enemies of the Roman state and any other assets. (Polyb. 21.42) The consul swore to observe the treaty, some of Antiochus’ ships at Patara were burnt immediately and others were confiscated and returned to Italy. The Allies of Rome were free from taxation and received tribute from those who had fought alongside Antiochus. Allies of Rome had previous lands restored to them and were declared free by the Romans. (Liv.38.39)

168BC 
Battle of Pydna: Phillip V’s heir Perseus had been long disliked by the Romans, after he had executed his brother Demetrius, whom the Romans had backed for the Macedonian throne. Once he had been defeated at Pydna Perseus was captured and would later die in an Italian prison. (Wallbank 1981: 238-9) The war and fighting leading up to Pydna involved many interactions between Perseus and the Romans. Perseus often fought at specific locations but eventually fell back to another location. On the eve of the battle an eclipse took place giving the Roman hope and trust in their general and making the Macedonians confused and unwilling to fight. Eventually the battle took place and the Roman forces quickly dispersed the Macedonian phalanx and slaughtered the infantry. Perseus was one of the first to flee the battlefield and was eventually captured by the romans. (Liv. 44 38-44) This battle saw the end of the Third Macedonian war and completed the Roman protectoral sphere over Greece. It was a clear demonstration over the superior mobility of the Roman troops over the slow moving and unwieldly Grecian Phalanx. (Pointon 2010)

168BC 
Antiochus IV’s Second invasion of Egypt: There were debates over exactly how the war between Antiochus and the Ptolemies’ started, but it was of no question that Syria was the focus point of war. Antiochus had taken the land in the aftermath of the battle of Panion, however the Egyptian claim was renewed as it was promised as a dowry to Cleopatra of Syria. Antiochus defeated the Egyptian troops sent to him and continued to claim victories in Gaza and Memphis (Mahaffy 1976: 463) Upon hearing of Antiochus’ revolt and capture of Egyptian territory, Rome dispatched Gaius Popilius as their legate in attempt to try and end the war. (Livy XLIV.22.8) As Antiochus crossed a branch of the Nile at Pelusiom he was met by Popilius, who proceeded to hand the King a letter explaining that he must end the war with Ptolemy immediately. Poplius drew a circle around the king and told him he was not allowed to walk across the line to talk to his generals or else he would start a war with Rome. Antiochus complied with these demands and ended his campaign in Egypt. This abrasive gesture by the Romans was intended to demonstrate to all Grecian states where the power in the Mediterranean lay. (Walbank 1981: 238-9)

167-160BC 
Maccabean Revolt: A reaction to the oppressive law forced onto the Jews of Judea, led by Mattathias/Maccabees. They had been forced to make sacrifice to the Hellenic Gods and refused, instead choosing to raid local towns and tear down statues of idols. Maccabees died in 166BC, but passed his army onto Judah, an experience military General. (Oates 2015) When Antiochus turned his attention to other adventures in the east Judah managed to defeat the royal forces and recover Jerusalem. The re-dedication of the temple in 164 created the celebration of Hanukkah (Gruen 2005: 267) Seleucid forces were sent to end the revolt, but after Antiochus death they retreated to Syria. The Jews asked for assistance from the Romans, who gave it in exchange for Jewish loyalty. Judah was made high priest of the Nation and with this new alliance the Seleucids forced to make a political agreement to restore religious freedom to the Jews. (J. AJ 12.228-426)

146BC 
Sack of Corinth: The Achaeans had been presented with an ultimatum by the romans, acceptance of this would have torn the league apart, and so the attempted a meagre revolt in retaliation. (Walbank 21982: 40) The Roman General Mummius crushed the revolt and destroyed Corinth in order to intimidate Greece and demonstrate the terms of Roman peace (Roberts 2005: 182) After the battle most of the remaining Achaeans fled from the city, Mummius was initial hesitant to enter the city despite the gates being open fearing a trap, but on the third day he stormed Corinth and burnt it to the ground. (Paus. 7.16)

63BC
Death of Mithridates: Mithridates had aligned himself with Sertorius the Roman rebel in Spain in the second mithridatic war. He attacked Bythinina and failed to capture Cyzicus. General Lucullus managed to push him out of Europe and Mithridates failed to gain alliances with Parthia. (Roberts 2005: 479) After his war with Armenia Mithridates was banished from his Kingdom for extreme cruelty, by the Parthian State. His brother Orodes took the vacant throne and had Mithridates killed in front of him. (Justin.Epit. 42.4) The Roman General Lucullus originally tried to defeat Mithridates, however his premature announcement of victories caused embarrassment for the Roman Senate and Pompey took the reward of finally managing to banish the King from his own land. (Errington 2010: 289) 

48BC
Death of Pompey: Pompey was chased to Egypt by Caesar, hoping to find an alliance and an auxiliary from Ptolemy, due to his relation to his comrades. Cassius Dio mentions that Pompey may have wished to find allegiance with the Parthians, however this couldn’t be confirmed. Pompey sent an embassy asking for permission to land on Egyptian soil and after being welcomed by Ptolemy and his advisors, Ptolemy was murdered and butchered (Cassius Dio Roman History. 42.4) After being killed by Ptolemy, Pompey’s head was cut off and pickled to be presented as a gift to Caesar. Caesar reportedly wept at the sight of his comrade’s head and quickly backed Cleopatra as a rival to the Egyptian throne. (Beard. 2015: 290) Pompey was killed at the age of 59, a day after his birthday. His Body was thrown into the river for passers-by to stare at, afterwards Phillip washed the body in sea water, and clothed it in one of his own togas and lit a funeral pyre for him. After Julius Caesar saw the remains of Pompey were returned to Cornelia who buried him at his Alban villa. (Plut. Pomp.80)

44BC 
Death of Julius Caesar: Julius Caesar was murdered on the 15th of March otherwise known as the Ides of March. His death took place in the new senate house built by the late Pompey and is thought to be to be the last in a series of murders of Roman politicians who were considered to have become too powerful or tyrannical (Beard 2015: 291) Caesar had previously rejected the idea of him needing a bodyguard proclaiming it was better for him to die once, than to always expect death. (Plut. Caesar.57) His two murderers, Brutus and Cassius, conspired against him as they both opposed the rule and growing tyranny of Caesar, Cassius especially as he was known to be especially violent and vindictive. (Plut. Brutus.8) There were a few bad omens reported on the day of Caesars death, his wife Calpurnia had a dream of her husband covered in blood and begged Caesar not to leave their home. However, he continued to ignore the bad omens he received throughout the day, including faled sacrifices and disorder of the Senate at the games and was eventually murdered in the senate house. Mark Antony escaped due to the hesitation of the murderers (Appian. 2.116-19)

31BC 
Battle of Actium: The Battle of Actium was the forces of Octavian and the Roman Empire against Mark Antony and Cleopatra. Before the Naval battle Cleopatra was said to have seen many bad omens, such as swallows building nests around her tent, she had seen milk and blood drip from beeswax and Statues of her and Antony had been struck down by lightning. (Cassius Dio. 16) The battle itself was hard fought by both sides, however the more nimble and mobile ships of Octavian forced Antony forward for fear of being flanked and broken apart. The smaller ships were able to repeatedly ram Antony’s’ who instead relied on projectiles for the fight. (Cassius Dio. 31-32) Eventually Octavian won the naval battle and Cleopatra and Antony Fled from the cape. (Roberts 2005: 4) It seems that Antony left the confrontation in the confusion caused by Cleopatra’s sudden depart from the battle due to the horror and anxiety. This unusual description of Cleopatra’s character is mainly put down to the ancient sources bias against Egyptians and/or female rulers of the time. (Holland 2004: 210-11)

224AD
[bookmark: notes]End of Parthian Empire: The Parthian empire had enjoyed many years of success and prosperity after having a line of stable and competent leaders. (Justin. Epit. 41-42) After the fall of the Achaemenid Empire, a satrap named Andragoras revolted against the new Seleucid King and in the confusion, Parthia was overrun by the Parni. (Lendering 1996) In 224 a rebellion led by the king of Pars grew into civil war. The last Parthian king, Artabanus V, was killed in battle by Parsian King Ardashir I, who went on to reunite Iran under the new Sassanian Empire. (Koshelenko &Pilipko 1996)
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