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Introduction
· Name, 
· I have created this poster to openly explain to young people and their families about their rights and how we can as youth workers promote and use advocacy to help young people understand and enforce their rights. 
· Do not worry too much about not understanding words like advocacy, rights and what the UNCRC stands for I will be explaining these in due course.
Main
Youth Work first 
· WHAT IS YOUTH WORKS PURPOSE? 
· Youth Work is the informal voluntary practise between young people during ages 11-25 providing support to those transitioning through adolescence.
· As defined by the National Occupational Standards (CLD Standards Council Scotland, 2019, p.4) one of Youth Works purposes is to help young people “develop their voice, influence and place in society” as well as to help them “recognising and resisting the damaging influences which may affect them” (Principles and Purposes, p.4).
· This is an explanation for Youth Workers as why we become Advocates and why we encourage young people to do the same. 
Advocacy
· To understand why we promote advocacy in Youth Work we must understand what it means. 
· Oxford dictionary (2008, p.12) defines advocacy as “Person who speaks on behalf of another showing public support that somebody gives to an idea, course of action or belief.”
· HOWEVER
· When we correspond this to Youth Work the National Standards for the provisions of Children's advocacy services (2002) defines it as “speaking up for children and young people and empowering them to make sure their rights are respected”. 
· We advocate to safeguard children and young people to protect them from abuse and negligible practise. 
· Henderson and Pochin (2001, p.165) state that “people are excluded by the very service that is designed to care for them” therefore advocacy in youth work is NECESSARY. 
· There are various types of advocacies = self-advocacy, legal and peer advocacy
· Important in advocacy is to ensure the individual is involved in the decision process – and that the information is given to them and that they understand it.
· Here are some of the advocacy services who offer support and advocacy across the UK.
As mentioned previously a crucial aspect of advocacy is to make sure young people's rights are respected, which brings us on to children's rights.
Children rights
· Childrens rights were recognised after the 1st world war which resulted in the Declaration of Genevia 1924 by the founder of saving the children Eglantyne Jebb (Humanium, n.a) 
· This crucial correspondence was recognised which later resulted in declaration of rights of a child and the United Nations Convention on the Rights of a Child being formed (1989) on 20th November 1989 which I will be discussing later.
· Rights are rules and regulations followed to allow the development of a child free from abuse (Unicef, n.a) We must pay due regard to the upkeep of these rights as youth workers because equal hope and chances help the development of all children.
· Donelly (2003, p.10) states how “To have human rights one does not have to be anything other than a human being”
· Why would young people need to know their rights? Trouble with police / bullying or someone is hurting you / input where they want to live after parents divorcing.
· 
· These are all realities in a young person life, they may not know what they are entitled to due to not knowing or understanding these rights. As Youth Workers we should empower, participate and promote these rights to allow young people to have a say in what affects them.
· Distinctively different to human rights = fragility and inability to speak up for themselves.
· Some young people may believe they are entitled to or their unaware of their rights therefore I played a game from Scouts (n.a) demonstrating the differences between a need, a want, and a right with my placement group. 
· Here are some pictures showing my work with this young person and I have also attached the game to the poster to enable interactive learning with it. 
· SHOW GAME 
· Having this knowledge of children's rights allows Youth Workers to promote them and empower young people which is a crucial part of the 5 pillars of youth work (Youth Work in Wales, 2018, p.8)
· THIS ALSO PROMOTES THE UNCRC....
 UNCRC:
· READ ARTICLES = signed in 1990 and came into force later in 1992
· Passed by the United Nations General assembly in 1989 this legally binding agreement describes the rights of survival and development of a child in the best interest of all children across the globe. 
· 54 articles. 1-42 = rights of a child 
· which weve got examples around the poster for you to see.
· 43-54 = state party 
· WHY Is THE UNCRC SO IMPORTANT FOR CHILDREN?
· Universal 
· Promotes equality for all 
· Promoted by youth workers directly to the individuals
· Childrens rights are different to human rights because children are voiceless and more venerable to abuse and exploitation
· Same as Human rights passed in 1948 children's rights are “protected by the rule of the Law” (United Nations, n.a)
WELSH GOV:
· The Legal Centre Wales (n.a) states how the Welsh Government adopts a different attitude towards children and their rights since being pointed independency by the UK Government. This is because it fully adopts the UNCRC and its rights unlike England who do not comply. (Parliament, House of Commons, 2015)  

· It is particularly important that children know their rights and how they use advocacy on behalf of themselves or someone else. We as Youth Workers should empower young people to become participative and learn these skills.

Participative: 
· As Youth Workers in order to promote these rights, we must be able to promote participation within young people.
· Being one of 5 pillars of Youth Work, particpative is often defined as “Encouraging and supporting young people to become partners in and share responsibility for decision-making structures which affect their own and other people's lives and environments”. (Youth Work in Wales, 2018, p.8)
· As article 12 agrees (point to it) we must allow them “to have the right to say what they think should happen” (United Nations Conventions on the Rights of a child, 1989) and therefore we as youth workers promote participation. 
· An active way to involve young people with decision making is through activities such as the hopes and fears tree. I used this method within my practise to involve the young people on what they liked and disliked about our placement to help improve it. 
· I will be feedbacking these developments to empower and promote this active participation.
· Here are examples of the benefits of participation which often lead to co-production among young people and Youth Workers.
· Explain what coproduction means:
· Self-advocacy
· Building resilience 
· Feeling valued and appreciated 
· Hart's ladder is also represented here showing the improvements made to better co-production in youth work. (Hart, R 1992)
Empowerment: 
· Defined by oxford dictionary (2008, p.220) as “the act of giving somebody more control over their own life or the situation they are in”.
· Why? Empowering young people is similar to advocacy as we Youth Workers do it to help young people have the confidence to begin to make decisions themselves and speak freely.
· if we do not empower individuals skillsyouneed.com (n.a) states how this means individuals lack control over their lives 
· This often results in a lack of self-confidence in themselves and their decisions- therefore relys on others to make decisions for them. 
Overall: 
· In conclusion, Youth Workers and Youth Work's purpose is to fight injustices, empower, challenge inequalities and advocate on behalf of young people as well as provide encouragement through participation for them to learn the skills to do it themselves. 
· It is important that young people know their rights and the UNCRC in order to know they are being treated fairly as well as others around them.
· In summary advocacy is an important skill for young people to become aware of and use within their life to fight injustices or utilise if they need. This is why I feel its importance to educate young people and their families on this through my presentation and my poster.
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