This essay will discuss the importance of education of sustainable development and global citizenship (ESDGC) and an explanation of how the resources provided would be used to teach ESDGC, science and the wider curriculum in the primary school.

There isn’t a clear and consistent understanding of the definition of ESDGC as different resources will have different definitions. However, each definition highlights that the goal is to create ambitious global citizens that care for the world and the future generations,  by thinking of the consequences their actions. 
This is supported by definitions such as “development which meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.” Brundtland Report (1986). 
Hutt defines ESDGC as not focusing educating pupils on the bad things that are happening in the world for instance poverty and climate change but addressing the aftermath of our choices and to aim on creating global citizens. Jane Hutt, Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship, April 2008.
“...it is about how we prepare for the future.”  (Welsh Assembly Government,2008)
 The platform that pupils should be thinking of is ‘consequences of their actions’ as they might need to change the approach they are currently taking to everyday life after they have been educated parts of the 7 themes.
‘Global citizenship is about understanding the need to tackle injustice and equality and having the desire and ability to work actively to do so.  Global citizenship is a way of thinking and behaving.  It is an outlook on life, a belief that we can make a difference.’ Young and Comins (2002:12)
Young and Comins suggest more of a ‘outlook on life’ approach however they are still defining ESDGC with ‘global citizenship’ being the root for all learning. Also, they add that pupils need to ‘understand’ why they are tackling theses issues. 
ESDGC comes from the Welsh Assembly Government (WAG) the WAG had a sustainable development scheme in place however in 2006 they reviewed it which resulted in the action plan ‘ESDGC’. In 2006 WAG carried out a report that identified that teachers didn’t have a clear understanding of the benefits definition and purpose of ESDGC. Also, it showed local authorities would rather focus on sustainable development not global citizenship. Schools were not aware how the pupils could develop the pupil’s skills associated to ESDGC. To clarify the confusion in 2008 the WAG created a guide to support schools by given them a common understanding and ideas of ways to deliver it through science and the wider curriculum. The book was called ‘Welsh Assembly Government: Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship – A Common Understanding for Schools’ in 2008. The guidance also states that ESDGC is not; a separate subject, confined to a classroom and responsible to one subject teacher. 
Donaldson the creator of successful futures urges pupils to learn in indoors and outdoors environments. Lots of research has gone into the new curriculum and strong supportive facts have been found for example learning through play will be introduced in KS2 as well as foundation phase. ESDGC supports the findings as it encourages schools to work in outdoor environments and the local area as well as in the classroom.
ESDGC also meets the 4 purposes; 
› Ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives
› Enterprising,creativecontributors,readytoplayafullpartinlifeandwork
› Ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world
› Healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society.
Successes Futures, Professor Graham Donaldson (February 2015, pg. 29).
This displays the importance of  ESDGC, it links into many parts of the new curriculum that has been developed from study and research. 
The well-being Act Is about improving the social, economic, environmental and cultural well-being of wales just like ESDGC. Both The well-being act and ESDGC will impact choicest that individuals make day to day, as an illustration individual won’t throw litter on the floor or put it in any bin, they will recycle it because they know how much of an impact that will have on future generations that they care for. If each pupil carries out this though future generations, the approach they take to situations and their actions will be constantly addressed and they will become global citizens. Pupils could potentially pass the information home and educate their families about ESDGC and it will become a cycle of creating global citizens. Welsh Government, Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015,(2015,pg3)
Whilst undertaking a lesson that touches on ESDGC it can possible help with reaching 3-4 of the global goals.
ESDGC works together with the well-being of future generations (wales) act 2015. The act has 7 well-being goals that could be met whilst teaching ESDGC in science and the wider curriculum. For example, if you had the ESDGC theme ‘health’ it would support the well-being goal ‘a healthier wales’ as your education the pupils on how to become healthier.
ESDGC consists of 7 themes these are; the natural environment, consumption and waste, climate change, wealth and poverty, identity and culture, choices and decisions and health.
Each theme is as important as each other and should be covered throughout lessons. Within a lesson more than one theme might be relevant and that is ok however it’s not good to force themes in when they are not relevant. The themes are to be addressed in as many lessons possible this is possible as its sisters the curriculum coverage. 

As part of this assignment I had to create 6 lesson plans one being science in both the foundation phase and key stage two (KS2). Within these lessons ESDGC was addressed, I am going to explain the teaching and learning of ESDGC in science and the wider curriculum.
For the foundation phase lessons, I decided that the theme would be ‘Reduce, Reuse, Recycle’. I knew that this theme would emphasise the importance of recycling at a young age. By teaching the pupils how to reduce waste produced, recycle our waste and reuse so early on in school life would enable them to carry it all the way through school and then transferrer that knowledge to real life situations. Recycling in school will be a responsibility for the children to have. Pupils won’t have much prior knowledge on the theme reduce reuse recycle however there are different bins within the class room for example paper bin that pupils are familiar with and also if pupils recycle at home it will contribute to their knowledge on the theme. 
My first lesson plan I think was a strong starting point to let the pupils engage with the theme we had picked. Pupils would gain knowledge and understanding of the world and will also build on their creative development. The class will be split into groups one group would be taken outdoors for part of the session to litter pick however the others would work in the class room with the option to use any material they find. the two groups will reach different themes of ESDGC. The session will promote three ESDGC themes, these consist of choices and decisions, consumption and waste and the natural environment. The pupils will get to appreciate that rules will benefit everyone, experience working cooperatively in tasks to solve a problem, understand that their actions will have consequences, explore a dilemma that people are throwing litter on the floor and they have to solve it by litter picking and recycling through group enquiry, through the theme choices a decision. Learners will address using resources carefully whilst taking into consideration the amount of waste being produced, pupils will understand how to dispose resources correctly, recognise that some things can be reused but also recycled and that people can produce unnecessary waste. Pupils will develop a sense of ownership and care for the environment whilst helping improve it and make it a better place by understanding how important it is and see that the actions people take can either damage the environment or improve it by experiencing how it feels to improve it, they will experience how it feels to be a global citizen. I will cover specific aspects of the curriculum for example arranging and sorting items according to its properties, make choices when choosing materials. Literacy will be promoted when choosing an interesting question punctuated and spelt correctly. Numeracy will be used when the pupils are sorting a classifying object and seeking for pattern. Y Cwricwlwm Cymreig (YCC) will be addressed as the pupils will be picker litting in their local area which is wales. Pupils will also communicate through the medium of welsh. 
The next lesson within the foundation phase will follow on to the theme ‘Reduce, Reuse, Recycle’. Both pupils have now carried out both tasks as we had the same lesson but with the groups swapped so everyone could experience both tasks. Pupils will now have deeper knowledge and understanding of the theme, the environment and the experience of being a global citizen. Within this lesson consumption and waste, natural environment and climate change will be the themes promoted. Some of the same points will be repeated but that doesn’t matter children will just develop the skill and become more confident in using it. Pupils will now have their own compost bin that they can use and become reasonable for disposing their food waste. The pupils will find out exactly what can go into a compost bin and what cant, so they will develop knowledge on what can be recycled and can’t through a compost bin. The pupils will recognise and appreciate the activity that we can promote just by using a compost bin. Pupils will explore and find out that the compost cycle is an ongoing cycle and don’t stop when seasons change. Pupils have brief prior knowledge on climate change and this will be a way of promoting the importance of tackling climate change. Personal and social development, knowledge and understanding of the world and creative development will be the arears of learning I will be teaching. Pupils will get to work on their creative skills whilst making compost bins and recreating the compost cycles on the iPad and lap tops and also their ICT skills. Pupils will get to develop their presenting skills whilst promoting their recreated cycle. Pupils will understand the importance of recycling their food waste and its effects on the environment. Experience of being a global citizen rewarding for the pupils when getting praised throughout. 
The final lesson plan in the foundation phase was to premote ESDGC through knowledge and understanding of the world and creative development. Pupils would have to use map skills, creative thinking, exploring and designing skills throughout this session. The ESDGC theme that will be promoted are choices and decisions, the natural environment and consumption and waste. Contribute to encourage other pupils of the school to recycle their waste by exploring an investigating where bins are now by plotting them on a map of the school yard and planning where they would put the bins they have created with reason. Pupils will participate in school life by helping to make decisions. By taking action and creating new bins that will encourage recycling, this will highlight that being a global citizen can improve the environment however, by not recycling it can damage the environment for us and for future generations. Learners will see that people produce unnecessary waste but by reusing we could benefit form that. YCC will be met by pupils focusing on their local area and how they can improve their environment and by communication in welsh to one and other.

For KS2 the theme chosen was ‘World Wide Weather’ this wold promote ESDGC as it wasn’t looking at just the weather in our area but in other countries too. Pupils do have prior knowledge to the weather as it has been studied in welsh. This will benefit the pupils as it gives them a chance to communicate in welsh day to day, the expectations for pupils to communicate in Welsh will be high throughout the theme. the subjects I have focused on in the first lesson plan are Geography and mathematics I have chosen these as think both linked into the lesson naturally. The first lesson promotes the ESDGC themes natural environment and climate change. Pupils get the opportunity to engage with the environment and gain respect for the natural world. Pupils will also touch on how climate can change over time. Pupils cover the curriculum coverage by recording off the weather instruments and using a table to record the results they’ve found. Pupils will also become aware that different weather type are recorded in different units when describing the weather, they will use this terminology.  Pupils will have to estimate and measure findings and will get the opportunity to investigate with different weather instruments. YCC will covered as the pupils will be recording the wreathing in their local area and will be describing the weather in welsh. 
The second lesson I will be promoting ESDGC is through a science inquiry pupil will have to carry out a fair test. The themes I will cover is choices and decisions as pupils will have to questions statements and opinions and look for evidence. Pupils will have to make careful observations and accurate measurements. When pupils are reflecting, they will discuss that the ice is just like the ice caps melting. This is will reach the theme climate change. pupils will develop their scientific skills states of matter. Pupils will develop their thinking skills as they will have to plan predict and reflect on the investigation they carry out. They will also get the opportunity to think of everyday situations that relate to the process solid turning into a liquid or ice turning into water. New welsh vocabulary will be developed, and the investigation will be carried out into our classroom this will cover YCC. 
The last KS2 lesson I will be promoting ESDGC in is a Geography lesson. The ESDGC themes covered will be choices and decisions, this will be covered by the pupils questioning statements and opinions and looking for evidence when packing a suite case to go to the place they’ve chose to travel too. They will need to use iPad and laptops to find out what the weather is going to be like there this will develop their ICT skills and familiarise them with how to use the weather app. Pupils will also cover the theme Natural environment as they will develop a fascination with the natural world when they find out through enquire and research that eth weather is different in different place and also that the seasons are too. Pupils will be made aware that in some countries people wear different things and some places are less developed than us and they don’t have access to clean clothes every day. Pupils will address their map work skills when using globes and atlases to locate the places. thinking skills will be used when planning ahead and literacy skills will develop when changing to the future tense. YCC will be addressed when they are packing a suite case for someone to come on holiday to our school. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]To conclude from research into ESDGC in science and the wider curriculum I have found that it is extremely beneficial and important for primary schools to approach ESDGC in everyday lessons. It will have a great impact on learners as individuals and the next generations. ESDGC will highlight just how important it is to think about or actions and the impact they could bring not only to our life, but to others and the whole world. We might not see the damage with our eyes but somewhere in the world someone is waking up to it. 



