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Technology is everywhere and when used correctly in the classroom it opens new ways of learning for students that’s motivational.  Technology has changed the dynamic of higher education significantly.  Technology has moved from computers and floppy disks to portable, mobile devices that are linked to the Internet. In this essay, we'll look at my personal learning environment and how the use of technology has changed and improved my learning experience (Caverly & MacDonald, 2003).
[bookmark: _Toc510549540]How digital technology has impacted learning
The Web was set up by webmasters through the use of hyperlink navigation system so that users such as myself can find desired information. The Web has had many different stages of development eras such as Web 1.0 and Web 2.0. Under Web 1.0 webmasters provide content that is consumed by users, while web 2.0 blurs the distinction between webmasters and users, with blogging tools, social network sites (e.g. Facebook) and micro-blog services (e.g. Twitter) enabling non-technical people to both produce and consume content. A common feature between Web 1.0 and Web 2.0 is that they both involve the uses of technology to help people find content on the internet.  However, Web 2.0 has changed the way we use Internet. It has moved us towards a more social, collaborative, interactive and a responsive web. We are now capable of communicating through text, image and video message to a much wider audience. The benefit of this is that we can communicate with people all around the word and gain knowledge of other people's experience through the usage of Web 2.0. The advantage of this is that we now have a much larger understanding of the world around us as we gain knowledge from people with different experiences and views as they share their experience on the web for everyone to see. It enables the most intelligent people around the world to work together (e.g. Scientist) through the usage of communication technologies such as Facebook, Skype, Facetime and so much more. Through doing this they can share their scientific finding with each other, such as research for global warming, and what we can do to reduce it. Without the usage of technology, we as the general public would not know the impact we are having on our planet, and as a consequence we would be doing less to save it as we are unaware of the current problem.  The web allows us to learn new things from others research through having access to a range of difference resources to help us with our learning and understanding of the world we live in (Wu & Ackland, 2014).
The advance in technology has changes the dynamic of a classroom dramatically as learning can take place at anytime, anywhere and by anybody. The possibilities of using computers to aid teaching and learners are endless. Computers are now very much established in a number of schools and universities to support their students by having online access to online learning systems such as Moodle. Online learning is not limited to the computer and the learner as the internet allows us to communicate and interact between learners and instructors and learner and learner.   Through having computers in the classroom, it allows the students to learn modern tools and knowledge that will make him or her ready for the possible technological changes in the future. Through understanding these tools, the learners are able to carry out their own research to gain understanding and knowledge of a subject. Through doing this we are encouraging students to become more independent learners, as they now rely less on the knowledge and understanding of the teacher. Technology in the classroom allows flexibility in learning through enabling students to work in a more collaborative manner. Technology such as computers and I pad in the classroom allows students to contribute to lesson content, engage with their peers in problem solving activities and create a more collective approach to lesson time. Trough learning how to work alongside their peers’ students will make a grate attribute to their future careers as they have the necessary skills to a collaborative way of learning (Johnson, Becker, Estrada & Freeman, 2015). 
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I would use technology such as Snapchat, Facebook, Instagram and WhatsApp to communicate with my peers on a daily basis. Through communicating with my peers, I learn and gain knowledge as we share important information with each other. Out of the four communication tools I use, the most useful one of all to my learning at university is Facebook messenger. I am currently in many Facebook chats, including the Business Management group chat which includes everyone student in my class who wish to be in it. This tool of communication helps me with my learning as I can ask my classmates for help and advice if I am stuck or unsure about university work. The advantage of this to my learning is that it helps to point me in the right direction in my work and keep me on track as classmates remind me of deadlines and any changes made to assignments. Through communicating with my classmates, I learn of different ways to approach my assignment. This helps me with my learning as I can adapt the structure of my assignment to make it flow better. However, there are some disadvantages to the group chat as it can take quite a long time for a reply, and in some cases, no one will reply. This can be frustrating as then you have to try and figure out the answer on your own and hope for the best. Group chats can also be a distraction. As I constantly want to keep up with the latest news, I would often stop doing work to make sure I don’t miss out on the latest ‘gossip’. This will result in me forgetting what work I was currently doing. This would also be the case for similar communicating tools such as Instagram, Snapchat and WhatsApp. I may not use these tools much for my university work, but they do contribute to my learning in other ways. They provide me with knowledge on what is going on in everyday life, as they keep me informed on major news such as Brexit. Through using these tools, I have a better understanding of what is going on in the world and how it can affect my life in the future. I also find that the information I receive on these tools more interesting to read and can hold my attention for longer, as they are more to the point as there is usually less information to read than academic articles I would find on google scholar (Dabbagh & Kitsantas, 2012).
Search engines such as google scholar has a major role in my learning at university as it provides me with academic information I can use in my assignments. It provides me with reliable information that enhances my knowledge of a subject. This helps me with my learning as I am able to adapt the information I have received and write it in an academic format that I can understand, where I can give my opinion and share my views on the knowledge I have gained. However, as a mentioned earlier, the information provided on Google Scholar can be quite lengthy and it can be hard to find information I am looking for. Therefore, I find Google Scholar quite time consuming, especially when the deadline is fast approaching. The information on Google Scholar can also be limited as in some cases you need to pay to get access to articles and books on there. I also find that reading lengthy documents can be quite boring as the information can be hard to take in (Moran, Seaman, & Tinti-Kane, 2011).
As I am a visual learner, I find YouTube quite a useful way of learning as it shows me how to do something rather than reading about it. For example, in previous assignments such as Blaenafon, I have watch video clips on how they used to live during the industrial revolution, instead of reading and listening about it.  By doing this, I am able to visualise it and get a better picture of how they used to live, and therefore I have a better understanding of the subject. Through having a better understanding of the subject, I feel more confident and enjoy writing my assignment more as I can picture what’s happening in my head (Chen, & Bryer, 2012).
 The newest and useful technology I have come across since starting university is Moodle. Moodle includes everything that I need to know to be able to write my assignments. This helps me in my learning as I can look back on past lectures for information I can include in my assignment, it helps to refresh my mind about what was learnt in lessons. I can access Moodle anywhere at any time, either on my laptop or on my phone. Moodle is very well organised, and I can find what I am looking for easily, it is probably the software I use the most to do my assignment as all the information is there for me (Williams, & Rowlands, 2010).
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Often, I find myself helping others to use technology especially the older generation such as my mother and older siblings. Over the last few years technology has changes dramatically and it is now almost impossible to live without it, as everything has gone digital. Therefore, the older generation needed to adapt to the modern lifestyle that the younger generation has been brought up in.  I feel that I have good knowledge and understanding of the functions of a computer, and if I wasn’t able to do something I would research the web to learn how. To compare myself to other people of the same generation I would say my technical abilities are average. I have a good understanding on how to use every day technical devices such as computer, iPad and iPhone, however my knowledge on devices that I don’t uses often would be below average, such as Excel. However, when someone teaches me the functions of new technology I believe that I pick it up quicker than others. So, when something is explained once, they wouldn’t need to explain it to me again (Gallego, & Gamiz, 2015).
To improve my learning in future, I feel that I must use Moodle a lot more often. Moodle provides us with all the information we need to know for our lectures and by using Moodle before lectures I would have a better understanding of what’s going on before I enter the classroom. This will improve my learning in the classroom as I would be able to contribute more in class discussions as I have more of a background knowledge. Also, I could use different software when doing work, such as Prezi instead of PowerPoint when doing presentations. Prezi includes a new and modern way of presenting, and PowerPoint can be seen as a less modern way of presenting information.  Through using other software, I can improve my technological skills, and be more prepared for new and improved technology to come in the next few years (Al-Ali & Gunn, 2013).
[bookmark: _Toc510549543]Conclusion
In conclusion, technology has a significant role in my everyday learning. Over the current year at university, my learning environment has adapted as I have become a more independent learner. I have been encouraged to do my own research, and then been encouraging to share this information with the rest of the class, through class discussions. During this time, I can share the information I have found and take in what other have learnt too. To me technology is important, however the information I learn in the classroom environment is just as important as I get to here other people’s views and opinions (Tuominen, 2007).
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