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	01 Introduction and Research Aim 
A methods section provides an explanation of the design of the research, how evidence was found, how data was systematically analysed, and maintains transparency, reliability, and academic rigour. The methodological approach applied in this dissertation is secondary research and structured literature review, and in this poster, they are summarised. To examine and critically evaluate the most important clinical, demographic and social factors that influence the survival and recovery of patients after an acute stroke and to enhance understanding and guide health and social care practice.
	02 Search Strategy 
The method or specific approach which a researcher employs to identify possibly pertinent literature in secondary research is called a search strategy. Boolean operators (AND, OR) were used to narrow search results by grouping keywords together in this study, such as "acute stroke" and "mortality predictors" together, etc. Abusaada and Elshater (2024) highlight the benefits of structured search strategies in making results of literature-based search more transparent and less selective.

	03 Searching for Information 
Robust databases such as PubMed, Google Scholar and CINAHL were used to obtain information as these contain broad coverage of peer-reviewed medical and nursing literature (Shaheen et al., 2023). The search filters enabled evaluation of studies in the past decade, in English, and in full text. Studies were initially screened by titles and abstracts followed by full-text review to check for relevance. The studies that were irrelevant or of low quality were not included. The search decisions were kept in a structured source tracking table to ensure transparency and document the process.
	04 Picture / Graph / Visual Aid / Statistics 
Caucasians in the UK have a median age at stroke onset of 75.9 years compared to 69.5 years for ethnic minorities (men) and prevalence of diabetes is higher for minorities (33.7% vs 15.4%) (Fluck et al. 2023). Early palliative care needs were more common among minority groups (Fluck et al., 2023).
[image: ]
Figure 1: Adverse stroke outcomes amongst UK ethnic minorities (Fluck et al., 2023)

	05 Research Validation and Analysis
Research validation is the process of checking the validity of chosen sources, making sure that they are credible, accurate and reliable. This study applied the CRAAP framework (Currency, Relevance, Authority, Accuracy, Purpose) which is widely used in academic research to assess the quality of sources (Muis et al., 2022). Abstracts, introduction, and conclusions were also examined using skimming techniques to ascertain relevance. To organise and interpret findings, the themes were identified, coded and clustered by using Braun and Clarke thematic analysis method on literature (Forbes, 2022). 


	06 Inclusion Criteria 
Peer reviewed journal articles written in English and within the past 10 years, and directly related to stroke outcome were only included.
	07 Exclusion Criteria 
The articles omitted because of their age plus 10 years, non-peer-reviewed articles, non-English articles, or articles that did not directly relate to stroke outcomes or to rehabilitation were not included.


	08 Ethical Considerations
Ethical quandaries with secondary research include the accurate and proper citations, avoiding plagiarism, and the use of credible sources. Since no primary data was collected, no participants were involved, eliminating risk of harm (Grigis et al., 2025).
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