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SECTION A
Analyse the following passage from the Mabinogi (in approximately 1,000 words). In your commentary you should consider a range of factors, such as the particular significance of this passage, its context within the tale, style, characterization, themes, literary motifs etc.
‘My men,’ said Matholwch, ‘what is your advice?’
‘Lord,’ they said, ‘there is only one thing to do. He has never been able to fit inside a house,’ they said. ‘Build a house in his honour, so that there is room for him and the men of the Island of the Mighty in one half of the house, and for you and your troops in the other. And place your kingship at his disposal, and pay homage to him. And because of the honour in building the house (for he has never had one into which he could fit) he will make peace with you.’
	The messengers took the offer to Bendigeidfran; and he took advice. He decided to accept; and that was all done on Branwen’s advice because she feared that the country would be laid waste.
The terms of peace were arranged, and the house was built, large and spacious. But the Irish had a cunning plan. They placed a peg on either side of each column of the one hundred columns in the house, and hung a hide bag on each peg with an armed man in each one of them. Efnysien entered the house ahead of the troops of the Island of the Mighty, and cast fierce, ruthless glances around the house. He caught sight of the hide bags along the pillars.
‘What is in this bag?’ he said to one of the Irishmen.
‘Flour, friend,’ he answered.
Efnysien prodded the bag until he found the man’s head, and he squeezed the head until he could feel his fingers sinking into the brain through the bone. He left that one, and put his hand on another bag and asked, ‘What have we here?’
‘Flour, friend, said the Irishman. Efnysien played the same game with each of them, so that not a man was left alive of the entire two hundred, apart from one, And he came to that one, and asked, ‘What have we here?’
‘Flour, friend,’ said the Irishman. Efnysien prodded the bag until he found the man’s head, and just as he had squeezed the heads of the others so he squeezed this one. He could feel armour on the head of this one. He did not let him go until he had killed him. And then he sang an englyn:
		‘There is in this bag a different kind of flour,
		Champions, warriors, attackers in battle,
		Against fighters, prepared for combat.’
The Mabinogion, trans. Sioned Davies (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007), pp 30-31.

Write an essay of approximately 4,000 words on ONE of the following topics:
1 Discuss the principal manuscripts that preserve the Four Branches of the Mabinogi. What light do these manuscripts shed on the history of the transmission of the branches and the nature of medieval literature?

2 Analyse the author of the Four Branches’s use of direct speech. What role does dialogue play in these four native tales?

3 According to John K. Bollard: ‘One key to understanding the Mabinogi is to recognize that it probes issues of importance to all of us, most especially the matter of distinguishing between right and wrong and behaving accordingly.’ Do you agree?  Analyse the Four Branches in the light of these comments.
