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Introduction 
The focus of this study, which will be backed up by research, will look at the Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) of the perpetrators of domestic violence and their history of offending, their patterns of behaviour and whether the police and multi-agencies doing enough to identify signs of this behaviour early on. The main research objectives of this study are:
1.	Analyse official statistics relating to domestic figures
2.	Evaluate the link between adverse childhood experiences and domestic violence through existing research
3.	Identify the police outlook on perpetrators of domestic violence and the links to ACEs
4.	Suggest a strategy to improve this outlook 
Overall, the literature in the field supporting the hypothesis that ACEs impact a person’s perpetration of violence shows strong credible research. The implications of the literature review undertaken show the need to undertake this study as there is a clear gap in the research to not just evaluate the link between ACEs and domestic violence but also identify the police and multi-agency outlook on this and therefore suggest different strategies to improve this outlook; therefore, providing an overall rationale for the research.

Research Strategy
The study was initially approved by the University of Wales Trinity Saint David Ethics Committee, on completion of the ethics form. Throughout the research to focus on the rationale above, the study will collect data via the primary research method of interviews. Interviews can be split into structured, unstructured and semi-structured and are a seen as a valid methodology in research. Interviews provide qualitative data which will be highly valuable for this research as qualitative data enables researchers to work out meanings, feelings, attitudes, perception and understandings (Burnett, J. 2009). This will be used to discover more about the opinions between ACEs and domestic violence.
The interview type that will be utilised during this research will be semi-structured interviews. The semi-structured interview will have a mixture of open and closed questions. Semi-structured interviews combine planned and tightly defined questions with more free flowing ones, allowing a greater degree of spontaneity and flexibility for the interviewee to raise issues themselves (Burnett, J. 2009). The reason why this type of interview has been chosen for this research is because it will allow the police outlook on the perpetrators of domestic violence and their link to ACEs to be uncovered in a first-hand authentic way. 

The sample is also an important part of the research process. Sampling is ‘the process of selecting just a small group of people from a large group’ (Walliman, N. 2006). For this research, the sample focused upon will be Police Community Support Officers, officers from the Domestic Violence Unit and a General Response Officer who deals directly with victims and perpetrators. The sample will be a purposive sample and has been chosen to provide valid, in-depth responses to the research question allowing the police outlook to be identified. Purposive sampling is where the sample is selected based on specialist knowledge or selection criteria (Walliman, N. 2006): in this case police officers.  Choosing four people in total will allow their opinions to be compared and noted on the topic via semi-structured interviews and then linked back to a strategy that will be developed as part of this research process. The sample has been chosen because:
· Police Community Support Officer(s) have been chosen as they have been appointed to deal specifically with children with ACEs who are also involved with multi-agencies such as schools and social services. They are seen as early intervention as they work with children who experience ACEs to try to minimise the impact of this upon them. This will give qualitative data on the early impact of ACEs for the study. 
· Domestic Violence Unit Officer(s) have been chosen as this department offers a wide range of officers who deal directly with perpetrators of domestic violence and will be able to provide opinions on the patterns of this behaviour. They are highly trained in this field and should provide in-depth qualitative data on perpetrators and victims. 
· General Response Officer(s) have been chosen as this data will give an impartial view from police officers who deal with domestic violence incidents regularly and can give a first-hand opinion and may be able to show patterns in perpetration of this crime. 

To consider ethical issues, the sample will be gathered through the workplace where officers will be approached in person and/or via email and the research aims will be explained. Officers will be fully briefed about the aims of the research and the interview process and their informed consent will gained through a consent form. If they agree, it will be made clear within the consent form that any answers will be anonymised and that they cannot be identified from the answers they provide to protect confidentiality.  

Data Collection
To then move onto the analysis of the findings, this semi-structured interview data will be qualitative in nature. Interviews will be recorded via the ‘Voice Memos’ app and notes will be taken relating to the pre-prepared questions and any elaboration the interviewee may go into. This information will be transcribed, correlated and analysed via Themes. Matrices are tables to summarise the information from the interviews into easier to analyse themes (Walliman, N. 2006).  The intended analysis method will be to look at interviewee responses and pick out any correlations and contrasts in response which will be presented via a Themes Table. Responses, once compared, should show the ‘clear police outlook on the perpetrators of domestic violence and their links to ACEs’ (Objective 3). From this analysis, a strategy could be suggested. 

Limitations 
Due to the nature of the study on domestic violence and the fact that it is a sensitive subject, it was decided early on that it would be difficult to approach members of the public and victims about this. As the research is focused on police opinions, therefore, it was decided to focus the sample on officers only, hopefully reducing any potential sensitivity issues. Furthermore, another potential limitation of the research would be that interviewees feel uncomfortable with their opinions being shared. However, this has been completely minimised as a risk as their information will be completely anonymous to protect the confidentiality of the respondent. 
Furthermore, due to the nature of the research being an undergraduate dissertation and the research being undertaken along a full-time role in the police force, time constraints due to shift patterns is a limitation. Due to this, the sample size has been limited, but a wide range of opinions will still be gathered due to the experience of the officers and their specific, experienced roles relating to domestic violence. Therefore, still enabling valid data to be gathered. 

Conclusion
Overall, this is the most appropriate form of methodology to be used for this research, enabling the research objectives to be focused upon. 
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