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Abstract

This image, extracted from the National Museum of Ireland, is a photograph of the physical original
which is housed in the aforementioned institute in Ireland's capital, Dublin. Produced via printing
press in the city's Liberty Hall by the compositors, Liam O Briain, Michael Molloy and printer;
Christopher Brady on Sunday, April 23rd and Monday, April 24th, 1916; the 2,500 estimated copies
sought to proclaim Ireland's independence from The United Kingdom of Great Britain. The seven
original signatories were, Eamonn Ceannt, Thomas Clarke, James Connolly, Sean Mac Diarmada,
Thomas MacDonagh, Patrick Pearse and Joseph Plunkett.”

It is the purpose of this piece, to analyse the specified document embedded within the image above
and extract from its content information that may prove valuable for better contextualising the
historical circumstances surrounding its conceivement.

Introduction

On Easter Monday, April 24th, 1916 at 12:45pm,’members of the self-proclaimed "Provisional
Government," under the voice of their president, Pearse, conveyed from the steps of Dublin's Post
Office, the text of what would come to be known as the Proclamation of the Irish Republic; a
proclamation which has since been ascribed through the annals of history as the opener of the Easter
Rising Revolution.*

Through the words of Paul Bew, author of Ireland: The Politics of Enmity 1789-2006, whilst many
on the day prior to the uprising, were 'crying joyfully in the churches “Christ has risen,”’the Military
Council of the Irish Volunteers, chaired by Clarke, convened at Liberty Hall, and there decided to
strike on the morrow at midday.’As such, according to Maureen Buckley in her article, Irish Easter
Rising of 1916, 'without opposition, a Provisional Government set up headquarters in the General Post
Office and at noon hoisted above them the Tricolor, a green, white and orange banner connoting the
union in peace of the Irish of the South and North,’and alongside such, numerous other buildings
were occupied by recruits of the Citizen Army and Irish Volunteers® (from thereon known as the Irish
Republican Army) which amounted to approximately 1,000 persons under leadership of Connolly,” an
expert military tactician,'’and 'Pearse, [the] admitted leader of the radical faction within the
Volunteers." ' This military maneuver withstood British forces for five days within the confines of
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Dublin and its surrounding areas,?until April 29th brought an official and unconditional surrender
under Pearse's supervision, who 'delivered up his sword to Brigadier-General Lowe.'"”

Spoken of by Bew as '/Romantic Nationalists,' the notion of a blood sacrifice is said to have appealed
to Pearse, MacDonagh, and Plunkett.'*Michael McDonagh, co-author of, Ireland. With Chapters on
the Irish Free State, alikened such resolve to offering 'themselves up as a holocaust for their
country, *whilst with regards to Pearse, Bew notes that 'he acted as he did partly in conscious
emulation of Christ's sacrifice on the cross,' for by 'following His example [ Christ] he would redeem

the Irish nation.®

After the rebel surrender, a total of sixteen leaders were executed, fifteen of which, within two
weeks, and inclusive of all seven founding signatories of the Easter Rising Proclamation." The
Manchester Guardian, not with exception, likened such acts to atrocity - and in particular, the
summary execution of Connolly would prove especially potent, given that his battle wounds made
him incapable of sustaining himself, and as such, he was stretchered and propped for the firing
squad.'®Ironically the nature of these executions were what altered the public perception of the Easter
Rising events. Bew states that on that day the insurrectionists were chanting upon the streets that
"Ireland had risen,""’yet it became only true under the strong handed response of wartime Britain
following these perceived acts of barbarity. Bew once again attests that, it was through these events
that:

Such a powerful symbolism compelled the Irish people to identify the insurgents as representative Irishmen with
whom they shared much—not crazed subversives: not as ‘partly socialistic’ and ‘partly alien’, as the Irish
Catholic, an authoritative voice."?

For the British, it can now perhaps be perceived as a no-win situation, for had such individuals been
allowed to remain as spokespersons for the Irish nationalist cause, whether confined to imprisonment
or released back into the public sphere, their nationalist compassion and dedication to their cause
would likely never have relented. Prisoner execution, however, given the period of war and the period
in question, was no Irish exception, remembering indeed that trench conflict often included similar
scenarios for those perceived as "cowards," and from which over 300 British would suffer shared fates
to the Irish rebels.*' Perhaps the style in which these men, (Connolly in particular) were inhumanely
discharged, could have been adjusted more tactfully to subvert a larger proportion of public
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resentment that would soon follow; however Professor Michael Laffan concluded in Bew, that indeed,
‘far more men were killed than was necessary to remove dangerous revolutionary leaders, but too few
to deter future rebellions.’*In essence; Irish Independence was an inevitability - and those in
opposition could only realistically amend the duration through which it would succeed. Writing in
1973, Laurence McCalffrey recalls his 1966 encounter in Irish Nationalism and Irish Catholicism: A
Study in Cultural Identity, Church History, during the fiftieth anniversary of the 1916 Easter Rising - a
rebellion he himself notes as a "Blood Sacrifice" - and one he coins as the inspiration behind the
ensuing Anglo-Irish conflict, and later, the emergence of Ireland as a sovereign state. Expectantly
tribute was paid to the martyred leaders of that rebellious week® - as their names remain enshrined to
what might be paralleled to the United States Constitution or the traditional Masonic Cornerstone
which 'symbolises sturdiness, morality, and truth.”**To summarise the above overview, Eamon de
Valera, an Easter Rising commandant who evaded death and was instead interned in prison, said later
of the rebellion that 'the blood that had been spilled was enough to show the world that they were in
the fray,' and he was right.”

Document Analysis

The document itself, produced by the aforementioned signatories, and under the details specified
within the abstract, will be examined within the following section, headed in sub-section, and in
chronological-paragraph order for the purpose of practical reflection.

Design

If we are to contextualise the origin of the proclamation - we can safely relate its design to the rapidity
of its conceivement. In fact, though the motivations behind it were of course complex and lengthy,
whilst denoting a series of historical precursors - the act of creation, was begun sporadically, resulting
from an almost literal "last-minute decision." Its purpose might also be said to resemble that of an
eviction notice, albeit one which intended not to foreclose a property, but instead that of a sizable
territorial expanse. The Museum of Ireland highlights the haste with which the proclamation was
reproduced, with 'individual copies show[ing] idiosyncrasies in terms of ink pressure and spacing,*’a
result of the shabby state of the printing press. Examples of such errors may be seen on paragraph 3 of
the proclamation; line 2.

The prelude that rushed-forth the events of Easter Monday came with the news of the capture on
April 20th, of the German vessel Aud,”’an arms shipment which was intercepted by the British Navy,
resulting in the loss of vital supplies contained within. The cargo was expected to include 'machine
guns, twenty thousand rifles and ammunition and explosives.”*Co-conspirator, Sir Roger Casement, 'a
British diplomat turned radical Irish nationalist' disembarked from a German submarine the following
day, on April 21st, Good Friday, in an attempt to send warning that, even if received, the shipment
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would be insufficient for the intended aims.”’Casement was arrested shortly thereafter, alongside other
leaders,and joined the list of martyrs when hanged on August 3rd, 1916.*'Nevertheless, Casement
did manage to send word of the events to Chief-of Staff, Eoin MacNeill, who 'issued a
countermanding order, cancelling activities planned for the next day. O'Neill's order was [even]
published in the Sunday Independent.’’Nonetheless, following an "emergency" meeting, the Irish
Republican Brotherhood's Military Council (I.R.B) opted to go-ahead, but postponed the original date
by a single day - Easter Monday.*’Bew makes an important note, that 'the willingness of the militants
to deceive their own chief-of-staff, [...] also helped to deceive the governmental system,”*however,
there is indeed evidence to suggest that such deception extended to many of the volunteers
themselves, individuals who were to testify that they were oblivious to the events planned for Easter
Monday, and anticipated instead, a typical set of military maneuvers. W. T. Cosgrave, a senior officer
under integration for court-martial stated that 'he had never “heard of the rebellion until he was in the
middle of it” [believing that] he was merely going out for a route march.’**Stephen Gwyn in Bew
corroborates this notion, furthering that 'many of whom had no idea for what purpose they had been
mobilised.”

Header / Titles

The uppermost line, printed in Irish, reads 'POBLACHT Na H EIREANN', meaning - 'Irish Public'
and is the sole passage underlined within the document. By preceding all other content, importance is
placed on it for two likely reasons. Firstly, as mentioned in Gabriella Elgenius' Doctoral research,
Expressions of Nationhood: National Symbols and Ceremonies in Contemporary Europe, 'ethnic
symbolism referring to the ancient language, religion, kinship system or way of life is crucial for the
maintenance of ethnic identity through periods of change.”’With regards to the latter point, it was
mentioned by William O'Brien in Bew in the late period of the nineteenth century that pursuance of
the Irish language was small; 'even [for] patriotic young men,**which is perhaps why the Irish
Citizens Army integrated Irish language courses into their volunteer organisation, so as to personify
the Irish nationalist cause.’’So why is language so vital to buffing national identity? Referring to
Hobsbawn in Elgenius, national language suffices to establish social continuity, and can extend
beyond such, as a communicative tool. Hobsbawn highlights how 'the significance of all emotionally
charged signs lies in the ritual practices connected with them, such as standing up when singing the
national anthem and saluting the flag;“’the raising of the flag being one of the first acts undertaken by
the rebels, as I've highlighted on paragraph 2. The second aspect of 'POBLACHT Na H EIREANN' -
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is of course its translational meaning. 'The Public' are the intended audience, and will be referenced
multiple times throughout the proclamation. The Irish citizenry are those for which the proclamation
is intended (hence the emphasised Irish spelling).

Regarding the other emboldened titles which head the proclamation - both 'THE PROVISIONAL
GOVERNMENT! and 'IRISH REPUBLIC' are interlinked, in that a 'Republic,' according to Professor
George Winterton in Monarchy and Republic, as noted on the Australian Parliaments webpage
'denotes much the same as “democracy”, and refers to a regime constituted wholly on a popular basis
by election."' As such, the I.R.B. correctly address themselves as a Provisional Government, as it is
their endeavour to proclaim the yet independent Ireland a sovereign state, and upon success, form a
democratic parliament. Lastly, the final bold statement is that of: "TO THE PEOPLE OF IRELAND.'
Acknowledging that proportions of the Irish populace were perhaps less than competent with the Irish
language - this statement was likely purposed to repeat that of: 'POBLACHT Na H EIREANN,' and
additionally - the act of double repetition itself can only be a positive emphasis.

Body of Text: Paragraph 1

The distinction between Irishman and Irishwomen, which also sees repetition in paragraph 4, likely
takes its motive from the desire to encapsulate as many sources of support as possible, as indeed the
entire proclamation exposes with mention of allies and familial ties abroad, as-well-as each of the
main volunteer corps, (paragraph 2) alongside consistent religious tones. Additionally, the flag as a
universal symbol of nationhood is also mentioned in the first paragraph, as it is indeed well-known
that when structuring a newspaper expose, for instance, the opening stages aim to draw as much
attention from the audience as possible. An article from media outlet, ABC surmises that, 'the first
sentence or paragraph of a news story [...] summarises the point of the story and encourages people to
keep reading,"*and it is not unlikely that Pearse, a law professional, teacher, and poet*had his
influence on the creative nature of the proclamation. God, flag, and nation appear knotted into a
crusade-like form, no-doubt intended to bond the readership and spectator into mutual association and
subsequent brother and sisterhood, remembering that even in the 1970's, 95% of Ireland's population
still identified as Catholic,**and that 'Catholic liturgy was the mortar cementing the Irish community,
touching all the essential aspects of life-birth, marriage, sickness, death: the moments that provide
purpose and meaning.'’

Body of Text: Paragraph 2

As stipulated in my previous paragraph, the mention of foreign support aims to allude to the expansive
nature of nationalist support. Indeed, there were American based contacts which raised thousands of
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pounds for the cause,**whilst collaboration with Germany, Britain's wartime foe, was also
true.*"Secret' is also stressed regarding the coalition of organisations, again, perhaps to vent the notion
of strength in numbers, but also to remind the public in what might now seem Orwellian, that the
I.R.B. ('Big Brother') were watching. The Irish Brotherhood was indeed a secretive group,**and was
founded in 1858, with all leaders of the Easter Rising holding membership.*The three mentioned
organisations were essentially para-military too; the Citizen Army and Irish National Volunteers being
founded in 1913,%*the former by Connolly'and the latter, in response to Protestant militia formation
resulting from a Home Rule Bill possibly being passed, which Unionists felt ostracised by.”*The use of
'gallant' as a descriptor for Germany and her allies, seems, however, rather risque, given that by war's
end, 35,000 to 50,000 people from Ireland had been killed fighting for Britannia, with many also
wounded.”This bold, and rather unnecessarily provocative claim (in that its inclusion may have done
more to foster public resentment than rally support) likely stands as a hedged bet, noting that 1916
saw Germany and her allies in a dominant wartime position having launched a strong offensive in
Verdun which drastically reduced French operational strength elsewhere.™

Body of Text: Paragraphs 3 and 4

This paragraph contains nationalistic sentiments, which under a charastmatic orator would rile a
crowd into frenzy. Indeed, given that the proclamation was to precede premeditated rebellion, this was
likely the purpose; the intention being, not to inform, but to convince! In a shared perspective, Urs
Staheli and Eric Savoth in their piece entitled; Seducing the Crowd: The Leader in Crowd Psychology,
assert that 'affirmation strips claims bare by reducing them to slogans, images, or metaphors. Crowds
are visually oriented and thus tend to react most strongly to simple and redundant stimulations that are
easy to grasp.””'Alien government' in reference to Great Britain is another such example, as with: 'the
Irish Republic is entitled to, and hereby claims, the allegiance of every Irishman and Irishwoman.’
In-short, paragraphs 3 and 4 are a loose declaration of rights*that true patriots are entitled to claim
under a barrage of metaphoric icing.

Body of Text: Paragraphs 5, 6 & Conclusion.

To conclude, the latter stages of the proclamation placed a bow-tie-like emphasis upon the almost
sermonic piece - leaving the reader and listener with a thunderous proclaiment, and with further
emphasis on their 'Most High God' - capitalised for effect, but also to represent Catholic embodiment
of the movement as intrinsic, given the nature of Catholicism in Irish culture as a fundamental
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identity. Bew's own description of the Rising's events reveal much about how Irish perspectives over
the rebels were felt through the religiosity with which it was perceived to have been enacted. Bew
states that 'these men all died as good Catholics,” disclosing perhaps, that support relents primarily
from their Catholic devoutness? The overall impression gained from that of historical analysis is that
the proclamation attempted to appease all sides, as a mechanism for absorbing as much support as
possible. Metaphor use simultaneously intended to rally the crowd into war - for after all, this was the
starting pistol. And so to finish through the appropriate words of Buckley:

Where the Easter Rising itself had failed, its aftermath had succeeded in uniting the people of Ireland in a
realization of nationhood. After six years of civil war, the twenty-six southern counties won home rule. Irish
officials then proceeded to sever the ties with England one by one, until in 1949, Ireland was declared a

Republic.”®
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