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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).  

Laws regarding social welfare are devolved to the Assembly of Wales, which allows them to pass legislation (Government of Wales Act 2006). An example of this is the Social Services Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSW-b(W)A 2014). However, part 4 and 5, and paragraph 178 of the Children Act 1989 are an exception to this (Children Act 1989). The Wales Safeguarding Procedures provide guidance to practitioners in statutory and non-statutory sectors who are working in Wales, which is regarding the application of part 7 of the Social Services Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 and Working Together to Safeguard People guidance volume 1, 4, 5 and 6 (Social Care Wales, 2019a).

If a child is suffering or at risk of significant harm, a strategy meeting is undertaken to ascertain if an investigation under section 47 of the Children Act 1989 is required, which needs to be conducted within 10 days of the strategy meeting (Social Care Wales, 2019h). If the child's needs cannot be met with a care and support plan, an initial case conference is required within 15 days. If the child continues to be at risk of significant harm, a care and support protection plan would be needed, and the child would be added to the child protection register (Social Care Wales, 2019d). If urgent action is required, either an emergency protection order under section 44 of the Children Act 1989 would be utilised, or the police would remove a child at risk of significant harm under section 46 of the Children Act 1989. In less urgent circumstances, a care order under section 31 of the Children Act 1989 places a child under the care of the Local Authority, in which they have shared parental responsibility, or a child can be placed under section 20 of the Children Act 1989, as the Local Authority has a duty to provide accommodation to a child in need (Children Act 1989). 

The Working Together to Safeguard People guidance informs about the responsibilities front-line practitioners and managers have to share safeguarding information, which aims to increase understanding in regard to sharing information to safeguard children (Welsh Government, 2018a, pp. 2-3). This specifies that the General Data Protection Regulation and Data Protection Act 2018 does not prohibit or limit sharing information to keep children safe (Data Protection Act 2018). The guidance also informs that safeguarding children is everyone's responsibility, and specifies the importance of a child-centred approach (Welsh Government, 2018a, pp. 10-11).

The Corporate Safeguarding Policy within the Local Authority provides responsibilities for all employees in relation to safeguarding children and adults at risk, and it specifies how the Local Authority fulfils this obligation (X Local Authority, 2018, p. 1). This coincides with section 130 of the SSW-b(W)A 2014, which provides a duty to relevant partners of the Local Authority to report if there is a reasonable cause of abuse, neglect, or other harm (SSW-b(W)A 2014). The policy includes information regarding safeguarding boards, who agree how organisations will cooperate children and adult safeguarding. The safeguarding board for children is responsible for protecting children within the area who are experiencing or at risk of abuse, neglect, or other harm (X Local Authority, 2018, p. 4). This is a requirement under section 134 of SSW-b(W)A 2014 (SSW-b(W)A 2014).









Word count: 540



	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

Adults have a right to self-determination, as they can choose to decline support from the Local Authority to protect themselves from abuse or harm, therefore respecting the person's autonomy and viewpoint. This may be overridden if the adult lacks mental capacity regarding this specific decision, as a decision would be made in their best interests (Mental Capacity Act 2005). Consideration needs to be made regarding whether there are people at risk, the duty of professionals to report, and if they have committed or been suspected of a crime (Welsh Government, 2018b, p. 20). In children safeguarding the concept of parental responsibility is applicable. Parental responsibility is defined as “the rights, duties, powers, responsibilities and authority which by law a parent of a child has in relation to the child” (Children Act 1989, s.3(1)). This includes the responsibility for protecting and maintaining the child, and making legal decisions on their behalf, such as where the child lives and medical treatments (Martin, 2018). Parental responsibility can only be removed through an adoption order (Adoption and Children Act 2002). Therefore, a person with parental responsibility can make decisions in the child’s best interests.

The term capacity, which is a person's ability to make a decision, is only applicable to people aged 16 and over (Department of Constitutional Affairs, 2007, p. 15). For people that are under 16, this is referred to as Gillick Competence, in which the person's ability to take in, understand and balance information, alongside recognising the complexity of the decision, needs to be considered regarding whether they can give consent and make decisions (Parekh, 2006, pp. 78-79). Article 5 of the United Conventions on the Rights of the Child (1990) advises that children should be supported in regard to their evolving ability to make decisions (United Conventions on the Rights of the Child, 1990, p. 4).  This principle supports children as they develop, as they have a right to be assisted to have increasing influence and responsibility over their lives, and not only be seen as someone that needs protecting or too vulnerable to make important decisions (Varadan, 2019, pp. 306-308). There are circumstances where the child or parent’s consent is not obtained before making a safeguarding report, as the child may be put at further risk or the parent is the alleged abuser, as the welfare of the child is paramount (Social Care Wales, 2019f). Consent may also not be obtained in adult safeguarding if it is in the best interests of the adult at risk (Social Care Wales, 2019e).




Word count: 421
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