Alexanders encounter with Talestris, the queen of the Amazons is presented in different ways across the three different sources. Although each account of the story described the same meeting between the two, the stories var in how they portray Talestris’ arrival, her reason for seeking out alexander and the events that take place between them. These differences show how the same story can be adapted while also keeping its main narrative intact. This short essay will highlight the similarities and differences between the different accounts of the myth by comparing the versions Quintus Curtius Rufus’ History of Alexander, Historia de preliis and Walter of Chatillon's Alexandris.
In Quintus Curtius Rufus’ account, the meeting between Alexander and Talestris is presented through a clear sequence of events that highlights the purpose behind her journey. Talestris is introduced as the queen of the Amazons, who comes before Alexander with the intent of forming a connection with him. Her request is central to Curtius’ version, as she explains her desire to have a child with Alexander because of his reputation and qualities. Alexander accepts her request and the meeting continues for a short period before Talestris leaves. Curtius focuses mainly on the actions and decisions of the two figures involved, presenting the meeting in a very straightforward and even a professional manner when compared with other versions of this interaction between the two.
The Historia de preliis presents a similar account of Alexanders encounter with Talestris, as she is shown travelling to meet Alexander and explaining the reason for her arrival. Like Curtius’ version, the focus remains on her wish to have a child with Alexander, showing that this part of the story remains to be an important feature of the story throughout multiple retellings of it. However, this account differes in the way the events are arranged in the writing and the amount of attention given to parts of the meeting. The Historia de preliis maintains the main structure of the encounter but reshapes the stories narrative by presenting the episode in a slightly different form. This version demonstrates how the story of Alexander and Talestris could be retold while preserving the main elements of their interaction.
Walter of Châtillon’s Alexandreis presents Alexander’s meeting with Talestris in a more literary style than the other accounts. The main parts of the story remain the same, including Talestris’ arrival and her reason for seeking out Alexander, but Walter gives more attention to the way the scene is described. His version focuses on the presentation of the encounter rather than only the events that occur. Although the basic narrative is recognisable, Alexandreis differs by placing emphasis on the way the meeting is shaped and told.
These three sources present the same encounter between Alexander and Talestris but each version develops the myth in slightly different ways. While the central reason for Talestris’ visit remains consistent, the different authors vary in their focus and presentation of the meeting. These differences show how the story could be adapted while keeping its main features and message across each account.




