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Preparing for Higher Education is something that is crucial for every student that is starting university. Once students leave secondary school, the third level education is higher education which takes part in colleges and universities which involve undergraduate study and postgraduate study. 
There are many ways to prepare for higher education. Firstly, how to study effectively. For example, having an appropriate place to study.  Depending on the area and occupation, it may differ on where studying is taking place. Some examples could be, according to the University of Essex, making a personal study space could mean by having a desk to work on, and by also having a clear desk so it is easier to stay focused. Lighting plays a big part in studying time as it helps with being able to see the screen of the computer, or if writing notes and having a room with a door so there will be fewer distractions (University of Essex, 2019).
Another way to prepare for Higher Education is using Essential Digital Skills.  Digital skills are an extremely essential part of higher education. For daily life, learning and technology for work, digital skills will improve knowledge and confidence. It is used in most jobs, even for jobs that aren’t in higher education (National Careers Service, 2022).
Carrying on, producing authentic work is another way to prepare for higher education. 
Producing authentic work is crucial for assignments as it ensures that plagiarism is not committed. The use of books, websites, journals and all other information sources, is a huge part of any assignment and ensuring that the author or organisation is referenced in the correct way is essential.  Being authentic in assignments can allow students to feel confident and satisfied with the work that they have produced. 
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Digital learning 
Since the covid pandemic, digital learning has become a practical way of training people in administrative settings. eBooks or websites are just an example of digital learning. (CIPD,2021). 
According to OCTIVO, digital learning has its benefits, some examples are:
· At the learner’s pace, it allows them to develop
· When coming to revise, the learner can access the completed learning
· Groups can come together by doing activities
(OCTIVO, 2014) 




Finding and using information
Finding and using information is an essential part of studying. University of Wales trinity Saint David states that when you are finding and using information, you must think about where to find the information and what kind of information you need (UWTSD, 2022).
It is important that when you are researching your information, you are getting it from a reliable source such as a university library or a source like Moodle (Basic Skills, 2022).












Becoming a Digital Learner









CRAAP Test
When studying and researching, it is extremely important that your research is suitable and accurate. This is something that will be decided by yourself and by using the CRAAP test.
(UWTSD,2022)
· Currency: is it up to date?
· Relevance: doe it fit to your assignment?
· Authority: who has written the information you have researched?
· Accuracy: is the information right?
· Purpose: why does the information exist? 




Technology for assessment 
Every student will use technology for their assessments. For example, office 365 is free of charge for all students. Office 365 has many different tools to use such as word, PowerPoint, Microsoft teams and many more (Microsoft, 2022).   
Technology comes with its advantages and disadvantages. For example, a positive example would be communication as it is extremely easier for people to use their phones or laptops to communicate to people from across the world, another example would be education, as these days you don’t need to be in university to study and learn as you can learn online and get a degree, so it has made education more manageable than it ever has been. 
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Reflection 

Starting university is always a very exciting time but can also be a daunting. However, every single person that goes to university is in the same situation. During the first few days or weeks of university, it may be overwhelming, but after a while you’ll finally feel like you know where to stand (Student minds, 2022). Personally, I was very nervous, and I found the first few days overwhelming but It was really exciting time for me as it was something I’ve always wanted to do. To help me cope with my nerves, I kept reminding myself that everyone is in the same situation as you and every student goes through the same thing. I also found that speaking to other students in the fresher’s fair helped. The NHS website gives some examples of how to cope with stress. For example, working out, having a healthy lifestyle and to also talk to people like your tutor or your family if you are feeling stressed (NHS, 2020). 
For myself, I am quite familiar with online learning and using the resources. However, during lectures in Learning in the Digital era, I have learnt additional skills that I did not know about or how to use, one of them being referencing which I thought seemed extremely difficult, but once broken down and going through the referencing guide, it gave me such a better understanding. 

For writing my first assignment, I have had to research many different resources in order to gather the information required to fulfil it. To complete my assignment, I needed to know the topic and attend lectures, be aware of the word count for the essay and make sure I paraphrase my findings ensuring that I do not commit plagiarism. 
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