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Should the IRA be considered as Terrorists?                                                                                 

The task of this essay is to conduct balanced research into the Irish Republican Army and to define the different factions of the IRA and discuss whether they should be considered as terrorist groups. Included within this essay the ideology, structure, methods, and brief history of the group will be evaluated with the aim of accurately defining the group as a terrorist organisation or political activism group. 
The Irish Republican Army was created in 1919 this was during a civil war of Irish independence. From the formation of the group there was a rise in volunteers to the cause with Irish people who supported the ideology. A key aim of the group was to end British rule in Northen Ireland and further the reunification of Ireland. The fundamental goal was to make Ireland an independent republic. (Northern Ireland, 2021). 
In 1921 the Irish Republican Army separated into different factions due to a signing of a English and Irish treaty. The separation birthed two groups the pro-treaty IRA group who agreed with a British rule in Ireland whereas the anti-treaty group was still against all British rule over Ireland and this resulted in a civil war. (Reference 1)  
Throughout the history of the IRA violence has been a large component of the political movement. With various attacks and acts of terror being demonstrated. This continued more so when the anti-treaty party separated again into other offshoots of the IRA which was known as the Official IRA and Provisional IRA.  
(Image,2021)
The newly formed Provisional Irish Republican Army were branded as a terrorist organisation by the violent ideology it held to remove British rule over Ireland and led to further attacks in England targeting English police and citizens. (BBC, 2021) 

A significant attack committed by the IRA was the events that took place in Belfast in 1972 which is to this date referred as the Bloody Friday. During this attack twenty car bombs were detonated across Belfast resulted in nine casualties and over one hundred injured. (BBC,2021).  This is one of many attacks that the IRA claimed ownership of.  Some of the other attacks that happened over the course of the IRA were continued bomb attacks this was a method used by the group to further their cause.  It would seem reasonable to define the IRA as a terrorist group from these events alone if compared to the definition of a terrorist 
· A member of a group who uses of advocates terrorism
· Terrorizes or frightens others
· Commits terror attacks
· Violence against a person or property 
· Creating a serious risk to the health and safety of the public
(Adapted from Gov.UK, 2021 & BBC, 2021)
From the definition provided the acts carried out by the IRA can be considered acts of terrorism and extreme violence however not all the methods and branches of IRA used violence to push forward their ideology. Comparing the definition to another incident caused by the IRA in 1996 known as the Dockland Bomb. The IRA detonated a vehicle bomb in the London area of  South Quay. The half tonne bomb blew up and caused 85 million in damages and resulted in the death of two innocent people. This marked the end of a two year ceasefire arrangement made between the IRA and the British Government. (London Remembers, 2021).   This was another attack caused by the IRA that would define as terrorism when examining against the definition. 
From the events of bloody Friday tensions between the Irish Republican Army and the British Government increased when British soldiers were deployed in Derry Ireland in retaliation to the bombs detonated in Belfast. The deployment of the British soldiers was to push back and remove the larger groups of IRA activists from so-called ‘no go areas such as Derry. However, during this deployment, thirteen Irish people have killed this sparked more fire into the divide. The events that unfolded in Derry were known as Bloody Sunday. (Neill .B, 2021). Irish citizens who lived in the area were unfortunately involved during the conflict as they were residents of the area. They would have experienced fear and terror from all the violence this would further demonstrate that the IRA can be called terrorists.  

In addition, to violent acts of terrorism to further push the IRA’s cause there were also non-violent political protests. Several captive IRAA members commenced a hunger strike against the British Government in the aim to be moved to a prison in Northern Ireland. This was another method used with the aim of its political agenda being heard. (BBC,2021)  The case of Bobby Sands an IRA soldier who was detained went on a hunger strike for sixty six days that resulted in his death. This case sparked protests amongst the Irish Republican people because Bobby Sands had been a leader for the Prisoners. The captive prisoners were protesting to receive rights as political prisoners and wanted their own clothes and to be based in an Irish prison system. The death brought thousands of mourners together for the loss of the hunger strike victims. (PBS.org, 2021). It could be argued that more should have been done to help the IRA soldiers on hunger strike. They were wanting to spread awareness of their political beliefs in a nonviolent hunger strike and receive better care whilst imprisonment. If more medical intervention had occurred, the deaths could have been avoided. But does the act of a terrorist deny these rights? (BBC,2021)  
In comparison, to major attacks released by the IRA not all their political violence resulted in civilians' deaths however still struck terror and are considered extreme violence which applies to the term of a terrorist. An example of this could be the events that happened in March 2001 the IRA planted a bomb outside a broadcasting agency and had no fatalities this could be because the militant group had alerted the authorities about the pending explosive beforehand. (Northern Ireland, 2021). So, it's important to note that even if there are no casualties or prewarning's given to avoid casualties it still applies as terrorism.     
The IRA had a political wing that raised awareness of what the fighting was about and operated with negotiations with the British Government over the years to communicate with the IRA and to arrange ceasefires. This political wing is called the Sinn Fein, was formed in 20th Century, and remains still. (Cain. U, 2021) Although, in recent years the Sinn Fein have defined themselves as a separate entity and as the Irish Nationalist Party.  (PBS.org,2021)
Within the structure of the Irish Republican Army and Ireland itself religion remains an integral part of their community and lives, however, is also rounded in conflict. The majority of the population in Northen Ireland are protestants whereas in the Republic of Ireland the majority is catholic. These religious differences proved to be a key aspect of the civil war in Ireland.  The Irish catholic community had made peaceful protests regarding the social economic issues regarding housing and were confronted by protestant Police which sparked a divide in faith. (Institute. M, 2021).

There are people who believe that the IRA are freedom fighters rather than terrorists and the acts they do are for freedom and that they should be given a political platform to express their ideology in a peaceful way. Former Northern Ireland Secretary Peter Mandelson was a supporter that referred to the group as freedom fighters made the point that the IRA were not comparable to other terrorist groups as they were willing to communicate politically to achieve peace. This opinion was controversial and was disagreed with by others creating a debate whether they truly can be defined as terrorists. (BBC,2021).  Even though there is a debate on the terminology of terrorist and freedom fighter it should be noted that not everyone involved in the IRA can be defined as terrorists as some truly were fighting for their freedom and their political and religious values. Therefore, it would be acceptable to refer to the Irish Republican Army as terrorists however recognises that there were also Irish freedom fighters during these times. 
Furthermore, the definition of a freedom fighter can be understood as “a person who fights against forces of dictatorship and tyranny” (BBC,2021). From that definition, a comparison to the events of Bloody Sunday can be made as there were Irish freedom fighters who were not initially members of the Irish Republican Army who were caught up in the fighting and protests in Derry as it was their home. So it can be appreciated why some people would identify the IRA as freedom fighters from their perspective however as a widely understood definition on terrorism and the multiple cases the IRA should not be labelled as freedom fighters. 

After years of violent conflict and protests, the Irish Republican Army engaged in peace talks with assistance from the Sinn Fein the considered political party and spokesperson for the IRA. The talks were to create an agreement to end the violence and reserve peace for Ireland and Britain. The agreement was called the Good Friday agreement which is additionally known as the Belfast agreement. The negotiations start in 1997 a year after the ceasefire ended when the Dockland bomb was detonated. (History, 2021).  The negotiations go on for another year, but the agreement gets signed after a vote that took place in Ireland and Northern Ireland this makes the date of the Belfast Agreement 1998. 
Despite the agreement the same year a large attack took place in Northern Ireland that resulted in 29 deaths and other 200 injuries. This attack was carried out by a smaller group called the “Real IRA”. Fortunately, in 2005 the Irish Republican Army officially puts down its arms ending the 36-year conflict and instructs supports to continue to support the campaign on peaceful and political means only. (History, 2021). This was a huge milestone in the development of peace amongst Ireland and the British Government. The group allowed British rule to continue over the Irish territory in question but had its terms and conditions listened to and applied to ensure the agreement was kept on both sides and a positive outcome and end to violence. 

Upon review it would seem evident that the Irish Republican Army can be labelled as a terrorist group and fit the definition of said group. This is supported by the attacks undergone by the IRA and the violent acts of terror committed in order to remove British rule over Ireland. Although, there have been casualties from the fighting from British troops over all the definition still fits as a terrorist group and cannot be considered as freedom fighters due to the continued attacks and even so the attacks during the ceasefire. The acts themselves caused terror and serious violence that resulted in deaths of civilians. Just thought for consideration multiple attacks from the IRA were considered retaliation attacks. If the Irish Republican Army were given a political platform to peacefully share their beliefs could there have been less violence? Or the events that surrounded the hunger strikes and Bloody Friday had they been dealt with better would there have been less violence? 
It can be argued that the term terrorist for the group is historic and no longer valid or justified as the group has honoured the ceasefire and put down arms. The group has additionally recognized its past violence and has held accountability for the attacks. The political party for the IRA the Sinn Fein has also publicly distanced itself from the group and declared itself as its own organisation and continues to peacefully share its political viewpoints. Currently, in the house of commons, there are seven seats held for Sinn Fein MP’s this indicates the party's continued respect as a political party and its up-to-date involvement in politics. (BBC,2021). With the Sinn Fein's involvement in government and obtaining a political platform to represent the people of Northern Ireland could this be a positive deterrent for the IRA to recommence political violence as there is a current peaceful means to demonstrate their views? This brings the argument back to Peter Mandelson's viewpoint that the IRA is not comparable to other terrorist groups because of their willingness to co-operate with the British Government. On the other hand this difference in comparison alone does not exclude the Irish Republican Army as being referred to as terrorists and this connotation to the term terrorists should remain out of respect for the victims of the conflict.  

Finally, to conclude the term terrorism meaning to cause violence or intimidation for political viewpoints does mean that the group the Irish Republican Army can be defined as terrorists. This has been supported throughout with key examples of the IRA acting unlawfully and causing terror through means of extreme violence and other means. The counter argument that the group could be referred as “Freedom fighters” has been outweighed but examples and accounts to why this is not true.  The definition of freedom fighters has been examined and applies to certain areas of the overall cause like the Derry civilians however cannot be applied to the terrorist group the Irish Republican Army. 
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