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ECPS6001: Psychology Empirical Project
Research Proposal

Assessment Component 1: Research proposal (1,000 words) worth 10% of the overall module mark for the Psychology Empirical Project. The proposal form will be marked in line with the Level Six Grading Rubric. The boxes below will expand as you type.  
	Student Name and University ID number:
	Kayleigh Evans 2000277

	Proposed Supervisor’s name:
	Charlotte Greenway




Psychology Research Area (tick all that apply) 


	Social Psychology 

	· Developmental Psychology 

	Biological Psychology 
	Forensic Psychology 

	Health Psychology 

	Individual Differences 

	· Educational Psychology 
	Political Psychology 

	Cognitive Psychology 

	Clinical Psychology 
	Counselling Psychology 
	Occupational Psychology 

	Other:  indicate briefly (not included in word count)




Proposed Study Design (tick all that apply) 


	· Quantitative 

	Experimental 
	Applied (with UWTSD students 

	· Online Questionnaire Survey 

	Qualitative 

	Quasi Experimental 


	Focus Groups
	· Online  


	Mixed Methods 

	Applied (with external organisation) 
	Interviews 



	Lab-based study 

	If Applied, and involving an external organisation, please indicate your plans for gaining appropriate approvals from the organisation: (not included in the word count)






	Other study design: indicate briefly (not included in word count)




	Suggested Research Title/Area: (between 10-15 words and must reflect the essence of your proposed research question, study design and study population and should be more specific than a broad topic area).

To investigate whether people’s attitudes can be changed towards behaviours associated with Autistic Spectrum Disorder. 




	Background: 250 words 
Why is your study important? What theory and empirical research evidence supports your research question? (Please provide a rationale for your study including a brief review of relevant psychological literature and theory and a minimum of five references). 

There is so much stigma around autism and behaviours linked towards to ASD. Research shows that stigma plays a significant role in predicting how challenging life will be for the child with autism (Kinnear et al., 2016). ASD is often referred to as the “invisible disability”, this can therefore cause people to make rude remarks about behaviour and lack of discipline, if a child is experiencing a meltdown or sensory overload in public. If individuals can begin to understand the reasons why people with ASD display certain behaviours and what things may trigger such behaviours such as lights, noise etc, then this stigma may reduce and people with ASD may start to not feel so isolated in society (Gillespie-Lynch et al., 2020).


Many of the obstacles encountered by people with disabilities are generated by societal attitudes (Antonak & Livneh, 2000). When society has a positive attitude towards people with disabilities this can facilitate inclusion (Wright, 1983). When these attitudes are negative, they can have a serious negative effect on the individual (Vilchinsky & Findler, 2004)

There is limited research into people’s attitudes towards people with disabilities. There is a scale called the Multidimensional Attitudes Scale Towards Persons with Disabilities. This sale is based on the Multidimensional approach. It suggests that attitudes are composed of three dimensions affect, cognition and behaviour (Findler et al., 2007).
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	Please state the main research question(s) or hypotheses(s): (100 words max)

To investigate whether people’s attitudes can be changed towards children who are exhibiting behaviours that challenge in public due to sensory overload. Once it has been shown what the child may be experiencing whilst walking through a shopping centre.  








Methodological Details (500 words) 

	Please summarise the key methodological approach: (you can include copies of proposed study materials as appendices if you wish). You must include details of the following:
· Participants: Who will your participants be, how will you access and recruit them, and how many are needed? 
· Design: Using appropriate terminology clearly define key elements of your design (IVs, DVs, Qual approach, expt. manipulations etc).  How do you plan to analyse your main data? 
· Materials: What are the main measures, scales, experimental tools or other materials required for your study? 
· Procedure: How will you carry out the study – define briefly what will happen to a participant in your study from the point of consent to the study debrief.

Participants
Participants will be volunteer sample who over the age of 18. I would think that 100 participants would be needed in order to get a strong result

Design
The study will be a quantitative repeated measure test. Independent variables will be Age (Young and Old), Gender (Male and Female) and Knowing someone with ASD (Yes or No). With the dependent variable being change in attitudes. 
 
Procedure
I would like to do an online questionnaire. Using a MAS.
I would like to give participants a scenario to imagine a child to be having what is perceived to be a tantrum in the middle of a shopping centre. I would then like to ask participants to complete the MAS. I will then show participants a clip from the Autistic society website which explains all the triggers which have resulted in the child having said “tantrum”. Participants will then be asked to answer the same MAS. This will see if there is a change in attitudes once participants have been shown what the child may be experiencing before having said “tantrum”. 




Key Ethical considerations (150 words)


	In this section you are required to briefly outline any specific ethical considerations for your project.  All projects will be expected to adhere to the BPS code of human research ethics, and you will need to submit a full ethics form which will document your specific processes for informed consent, debriefing, and data protection.  Here you need to briefly note additional or specific key ethical considerations for your particular project e.g. potential for distress or discomfort, any deception, research with vulnerable populations or sensitive topic areas, and briefly outline how you expect to manage these risks within your project. 

Participants will be deceived to some extent as they will not be fully aware, that I am seeing if their attitudes can be changed. This will be fully revealed during the debrief as well as being offered to ask any questions. 

The clip shown to participants may cause some emotional distress, but participants will be informed of this before consent. 

Participants will be provided with a consent form before participating and will be reminded that their information will stay anonymous, but they are welcome to withdraw from the study at any time. 
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