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In conclusion, pharmacy services are a vital aspect of the healthcare system as they offer critical medication management, prevention services and health promotion. Over time, these services have boosted severely, but issues like budget reduction and technological barriers still frustrate their provision. These issues can be overcome by proper funding, resource distribution and technological innovations so that the pharmacy services can achieve their potential at last, and pharmacists can still deliver safe, accessible and effective healthcare to everyone. The importance of pharmacies in promoting the health of the population will continue to increase as the demand of healthcare services increases.
Challenges Faced by Pharmacy Services 
Although the pharmacy services are important but they face a number of challenges:
Budget Reductions and Lack of Resources: There are numerous pharmacies, particularly the ones located in communities, facing financial limitations (Harding and Taylor, 2017). Pharmacists may have more workloads due to employee shortages and limited resources at hand, which affect the quality of service. If this problem is not solved in the shortest time, then rural people who have less access of the healthcare are become the main sufferers. 
Technological Barriers: Despite the fact that technology has revolutionized the pharmacy services, a lot of pharmacies have technological gaps (Wiffen et al., 2017). Initial investment is very high to adopt technology in the pharmacy, which was often not possible for the small and medium-sized pharmacies to bear. Moreover, smaller pharmacies might not have the infrastructure required to adopt electronic prescription or other sophisticated drug interaction software resulting in inefficiency. Online consultations and telepharmacy remain unreliable in all parts of the world and in less developed areas.

Current Functioning of Pharmacy Services 
Pharmacy services are currently provided in different kinds of settings (Kelly, 2018). These settings are including community pharmacies, hospital pharmacies and clinical pharmacies. Preparation and dispensing of the medications still remain the major role of the pharmacists. But they are also vital in the provision of advice to the patients concerning the correct use of medication, side effects and drug interaction.
Introduction
Pharmacy services is an important part of healthcare. People from both urban and rural areas are highly benefited by this. It offers a significant support in medication care, patient guidance as well as promoting health (Mohiuddin, 2019). The chances of taking wrong steps by the patients significantly reduce through this. As healthcare professionals, pharmacists play a very vital role in ensuring the safe and effective use of drugs and enhancing the outcome of patients. The pharmacies in the community and hospital environment are significant in the personal patient treatment and community health programs and contribute to the control of chronic illnesses, prevention of illnesses and healthier lifestyles. In this poster, the positive side of the pharmacy service as well as the challenges that this sector faces will also be discussed. 
Background of Pharmacy Services 
Pharmacy services have evolved significantly over the centuries (Kelly, 2018). The functions of pharmacists have been executed by healers in ancient times who used to prepare medical substances by using herbs and natural elements. The actual development of modern pharmacy started to emerge in the Renaissance period when the earliest formal educational institutions of pharmacy started in Europe. At the end of the 19th century, pharmacy started to be more professionalized with an emphasis on drug manufacturing and pharmacology. The 20th century experienced many improvements in drug regulations and standards which solidify the role of pharmacists in healthcare systems.
In recent decades, pharmacy services have expanded beyond traditional medication dispensing to include a broader range of services such as immunizations, disease prevention and patient education (Harding and Taylor, 2017). Which makes the health care service more accessible for the patients and ensures that patients get quick access of the basic treatments. Pharmacists have increasingly contributed to the modern healthcare provision with the emergence of electronic health records and e-prescribing which ensure correct medication management.

Key functions of pharmacy services include:
Medication Dispensing and Counseling: Pharmacists are responsible to guide the patients about the right way to take the drug as well as aware the patients about the side effects of it (Harding and Taylor, 2017). This guidance helps to ensure the quick recovery of the patient. 
Health Check-ups and Vaccinations: Preventive healthcare is more affordable as most pharmacies provide screening procedures including blood pressure measurements, cholesterol screening, the flu shot (Kelly, 2018).
Chronic Disease Management: Pharmacists collaborate with patients to manage chronic illnesses like diabetes, asthma, hypertension, helping to maximize medication use and to enhance patient outcomes (Harding and Taylor, 2017).
Health Promotion: Pharmacies can be very helpful in the activities of the general health promotion, providing information about quitting smoking, losing weight and changing lifestyle (Wiffen et al., 2017).
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Pharmacy services have evolved significantly over the centuries (Kelly, 2018). The functions of pharmacists have been executed by healers in ancient times who used to prepare medical substances by using herbs and natural elements. The actual development of modern pharmacy started to emerge in the Renaissance period when the earliest formal educational institutions of pharmacy started in Europe. At the end of the 19th century, pharmacy started to be more professionalized with an emphasis on drug manufacturing and pharmacology. The 20th century experienced many improvements in drug regulations and standards which solidify the role of pharmacists in healthcare systems.
In recent decades, pharmacy services have expanded beyond traditional medication dispensing to include a broader range of services such as immunizations, disease prevention and patient education (Harding and Taylor, 2017). Which makes the health care service more accessible for the patients and ensures that patients get quick access of the basic treatments. Pharmacists have increasingly contributed to the modern healthcare provision with the emergence of electronic health records and e-prescribing which ensure correct medication management.

Current Functioning of Pharmacy Services 
Pharmacy services are currently provided in different kinds of settings (Kelly, 2018). These settings are including community pharmacies, hospital pharmacies and clinical pharmacies. Preparation and dispensing of the medications still remains the major role of the pharmacists. But they are also vital in the provision of advice to the patients concerning the correct use of medication, side effects and drug interaction.

Key functions of pharmacy services include:
Medication Dispensing and Counseling: Pharmacists are responsible to guide the patients about the right way to take the drug as well as aware the patients about the side effects of it (Harding and Taylor, 2017). This guidance helps to ensure the quick recovery of the patient. 
Health Check-ups and Vaccinations: Preventive healthcare is more affordable as most pharmacies provide screening procedures including blood pressure measurements, cholesterol screening, the flu shot (Kelly, 2018).
Chronic Disease Management: Pharmacists collaborate with patients to manage chronic illnesses like diabetes, asthma, hypertension , helping to maximize medication use and to enhance patient outcomes (Harding and Taylor, 2017).
Health Promotion: Pharmacies can be very helpful in the activities of the general health promotion, providing information about quitting smoking, losing weight and changing lifestyle (Wiffen et al., 2017).
Pharmacists also work closely with other healthcare professionals to provide comprehensive care, making them essential in the healthcare system.
Challenges Faced by Pharmacy Services 
Although the pharmacy services are important but they face a number of challenges:
Budget Reductions and Lack of Resources: There are numerous pharmacies, particularly the ones located in communities, facing financial limitations (Harding and Taylor, 2017). Pharmacists may have more workloads due to employee shortages and limited resources at hand, which affect the quality of service. If this problem is not solved in the shortest time, then rural people who have less access of the healthcare are become the main sufferers. 
Technological Barriers: Despite the fact that technology has revolutionized the pharmacy services, a lot of pharmacies have technological gaps (Wiffen et al., 2017). Initial investment is very high to adopt technology in the pharmacy, which was often not possible for the small and medium-sized pharmacies to bear. Moreover, smaller pharmacies might not have the infrastructure required to adopt electronic prescription or other sophisticated drug interaction software resulting in inefficiency. Online consultations and telepharmacy remain unreliable in all parts of the world and in less developed areas.
These issues undermine the potential of pharmacy care to deliver holistic and prompt care (Wiffen et al., 2017). Infrastructure and technology in the pharmacy should be continuously invested in to deal with these problems.

Conclusion 
In conclusion, pharmacy services are a vital aspect of the healthcare system as they offer critical medication management, prevention services and health promotion. Over time, these services have boosted severely, but issues like budget reduction and technological barriers still frustrate their provision. These issues can be overcome by proper funding, resource distribution and technological innovations so that the pharmacy services can achieve their potential at last, and pharmacists can still deliver safe, accessible and effective healthcare to everyone. The importance of pharmacies in promoting the health of the population will continue to increase as the demand of healthcare services increases.
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The National Health Service (NHS): History, Organization and operation

One of the most significant institutions in the UK is the National Health Service (NHS) that offers universal healthcare free at the point of delivery (nhs.uk, 2018). The NHS was founded in 1948 and it is a key part of the healthcare system in the country, providing the necessary services to its citizens. The essay will discuss the history and main principles that resulted in its creation, and then provide a critical analysis of its present structure and operations.
Before the NHS, the UK health care was privately owned and not affordable to the lower classes. The Beveridge Report pointed at the necessity of having a national welfare state and introducing the concept of free and universal healthcare (Parliament.uk, 2019). Following the World War II, the government realized that the population needed a healthcare system that would support the needs of the citizens and offer care to everyone regardless of income.
The foundation of the NHS was pioneered by Aneurin Bevan who was the health minister during those times (nhs.uk, 2018). The fundamental principle of the NHS was universal access, free treatment at the point of delivery and holistic services to a broad spectrum of medical requirements, such as general practice, as well as specific treatment. In 1948, the NHS was formally established, marking a major reform in the UK's healthcare system.
Today, the NHS operates across the UK, with distinct healthcare systems in England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland (Theguardian.com, 2025). The NHS has its various versions in each country, but they are similar in terms of principles and objectives.
The NHS in England is mainly managed by NHS England which is the body that organises the healthcare services by using clinical commissioning groups (CCGs) that manage the local healthcare services (Bbc.com, 2023). NHS provides different services including primary care , secondary care and specialized care. Taxation is the major source of funding of these services.
The NHS offers healthcare services in a number of ways such as GPs, hospitals and community health services (Theguardian.com, 2025). It is designed to make sure that healthcare is accessible to everyone, regardless of their financial situation.
Service delivery is managed locally, with patients typically visiting GPs first for non-emergency care (Smith, 2025). In more severe cases, patients can be sent to the specialists or hospital treatment. The efficiency of the services has been enhanced by the technological progress such as electronic health records and telemedicine but one of the key challenges is the waiting times.
The issues that are being faced are a lack of funds, staffing issue, and the aging population, which is placing increasing pressure on services (Bbc.com, 2023).
Universal access and complete care are significant advantages of the NHS (Smith, 2025). It is widely regarded as one of the best healthcare systems in terms of cost-effectiveness and accessibility as compared to privatized healthcare systems.
The NHS has a number of challenges in spite of its strengths. Waiting times which are very long especially when non-emergency procedures are involved and shortage of staff are still persistent problems (Theguardian.com, 2025). Also, the NHS is financially pressed because of the increase in demand and budget deficits.
To overcome these problems, more recent developments such as digital healthcare solutions such as the NHS App and electronic prescription, and suggestions of the merging of health and social care in place (Smith, 2025). But, the topic of privatization and the involvement of the private sector in the services of NHS is still controversial.
NHS is one of the foundations of the UK healthcare system which operation since 1948 and has served millions of people with free healthcare. Although it still believes in its original values of equity and quality of care, the service experiences the issues of modernity like funding and shortages of personnel. Reforms and investment would counter these challenges that would make the NHS a leading healthcare provider in the world.
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