
Task 1 – Mind Maps
Firstly here is my first draft of a mind map which was completed in class. 
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And here is my second draft including references. 
[image: ]


Task 2 – Research Proposal.
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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM

 

	NAME: 
Zach Nelmes-Palmer
	 Student number:

2304226

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
Why this topic?  Why is it worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation? 
 
Changing Times – Changing Crimes.
I chose this topic because it is really important to be able to look into the future of policing because it will help shape future policies within the police. It is one of the most important things for the police to be able to look into the future or to try and predict what is going to happen so that the police would be able to keep up with criminals and not fall too far behind. Crimes are constantly evolving due to many reasons including and not limited to social, economic and technological changes which is why it is important for the police to evolve at the same rate or ideally faster than the criminals to maximize the chance of minimizing crimes in the UK. College of Policing (2020). These changing crimes is especailly apparent when looking at recent technological advancements and the internet and the whole new areas of crimes the police now have to try and fight. 

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 
The assessment specification has broken down the structure of the dissertation or placement-based project. Here, you are required to clarify the information you want to collect on your research topic in the form of two, three or four key objectives: 

My first objective is to collect data from historical records of crime rates around the UK maybe focusing on south Wales police and Dyfed Powys to see if there are any differences in the occurrence of crimes maybe differences between urban and rural areas, there is an advantage of looking at the whole of the UK as there is a lot of data and information which will make my research and conclusion fairer. The second objective would really focus on the crime trends and look at how it has been used in the past to predict the future and how successful it was, even look at current crime trends and maybe make a prediction, It would also be interesting to see if there were any spikes or dips in crime rates corelating to any big events within the uk and how these events impacted the crime rate in the UK (Covid-19), also a very good analysis to use would be the PEST analysis. CIPD (2025).  My third objective is to have a look at how normal everyday people look at crimes and see if they have noticed any changes in their local community while also outlining current challenges for the police in the uk and plans that are being created now for the near future in the police. (look at small scale – Kidwelly and bigger scale, Swansea potentially).


	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:
Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans, and list a short bibliography of these key sources. This need not be extensive but will give your supervisor a good point to start from.
I will be using a wide range of sources to be able to collect my information to be able to provide a fair justification of the conclusions that will be made in the dissertation, a very useful website that will be used is the UK parliament website (2019), this website is useful in many ways and has many different pages all useful for this project, the specific page that will should be outlined for now is the page that looks at historical records providing graphs on how crime rates have changed in the UK. Also being used is the website National Crime Agency (2019) as it provides examples of some different cybercrimes which have popped up in the UK while stating what they are and the risks each of these crimes pose to the general public. Shifting the focus slightly another website that will be useful is the NPCC Policing Vision 2030 (2024), this will be extremely useful as it will show what the police themselves have identified as big problems within the UK and the plans that they have created to try and plan for the future, this will be useful because it outlines what type of plans have already been created so that in the dissertation the possible solutions that will be provided will be realistic and follow how the police themselves plan for the future, which ties in with the next source of information Policing tomorrow (2024), this source starts by actually outlining what is meant by the future and how vital it is for not only the police but everyone to be able to think to the future. The final little bit of research for this part of the dissertation will be from the Independent (2024) referencing when Andy Marsh talks about injecting technology into policing like heroin into the blood stream, this is a good because it shows how even the top of the top in the police are seeing the problem that is currently affecting the police and are trying to change and evolve the police to meet these problems. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
Summary of qualitative or quantitative methods, and survey techniques being considered.
 The research method that will be used is a questionnaire that will be shared online to hopefully get the most responses, this is good because the questionnaire will be anonymous and meaning people will be more likely to say how they actually feel, a disadvantage of this is that only people who are friends on my account will be able to see this meaning it will be quite a closed research group but although it will be a closed research group there will be a big variety of opinions. To make the research better it could be offered to more people but unfortunately that is not viable but would improve the responses while also collecting more responses overall. 

	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Provide details of target sample. For example, who are you intending to ask to participate in your research, will you be seeking perspectives from experts who work in a given field, or will you be using a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public? 

This questionnaire will be focused on the general public but will also be offered to a lot of people who have or work close with the police or the people affected by the police. This will provide a varied amount of responses from many different people with different opinions on the police which allows the responses collected to be more fair while also providing a more varied and levelled response line. For example not everyone answering the survey will be fans of the police and some people will be offering a variety of opinions to each question I will give. The questionnaire will be kept simple without using any acronyms or wording that is too complex to allow all learning levels to be able to answer the questions

	INITIAL REFERENCE LIST:
Please follow the Harvard referencing system
CIPD. “PESTLE Analysis.” CIPD, 21 Mar. 2025, www.cipd.org/uk/knowledge/factsheets/pestle-analysis-factsheet/. Accessed 1 May 2025.
College of Policing. “Preparing Policing for Future Challenges and Demands.” College of Policing, 11 Aug. 2020, www.college.police.uk/article/preparing-policing-future-challenges-and-demands. Accessed 1 May 2025.
CrimeRate. “UK Crime and Safety Statistics | CrimeRate.” Crimerate.co.uk, 2 Nov. 2024, crimerate.co.uk/. Accessed 1 May 2025.
Martin, Amy-Claire . “AI Needs to Be Injected into Police Force “like Heroin into Bloodstream”, Says Leading Officer.” The Independent, 10 Sept. 2024, www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/crime/artificial-intelligence-police-paperwork-andy-marsh-b2610133.html. Accessed 1 May 2025.
National Crime Agency. “Cyber Crime.” Nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk, 2019, www.nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/what-we-do/crime-threats/cyber-crime. Accessed 1 May 2025.
NPCC. POLICING VISION 2030 Strategic Policing Partnership Board. 2024.
Policing Tomorrow. “Preparing for the Future.” Police.uk, 2024, magazine.science.police.uk/issue-1/preparing-for-the-future/. Accessed 1 May 2025.
UK Parliament . “Crimes of the Century.” UK Parliament, 2019, www.parliament.uk/business/publications/research/olympic-britain/crime-and-defence/crimes-of-the-century/. Accessed 1 May 2025.




Task 3  - Ethics Form.

PG2 Ethics Form Copy.docx 


Task 4  - Justification of Chosen Research Method.

The Research Method chosen for this assignment is a survey that will be handed out digitally through my Facebook page allowing all of my friends on Facebook to be able to access the survey and complete it providing their own opinions on the questions I ask. There are many advantages of using surveys as long as the survey is created properly, some of these advantages include versatility, versatility is good because it can be used for many different pieces of work and it easy to read and use. Another advantage of using a survey is that it provides an inbuilt table of all of the responses allowing the data to be categorized and read easily making it easier to come to conclusions and see what the most popular responses for each is. Also with a survey you have free reign on the type of questions you can ask and also the type of responses you would like for example you can have a slider to see how much a person agrees with a statement or you can have a box with room in it for the person to be able to write their own answer as well as just the normal tick box questions. DeFranzo. S, (2024). 



Task 5  - 10 draft Questions.

Basic Questions 

1. Do you consent to your response being collected for use in my dissertation?
2. How Old are you?
3. What Gender do you feel best describes you? 
4. Would you like to receive the results of this survey at the end?

Targeted Questions 

1. Do you feel like crimes are changing (the types of crimes being committed)?
2. Do you feel that the police are doing enough to keep up? 
3. Do you feel safe in your area? 
4. Do you know the plans the police have created for the future of your area. 
5. Do you feel that it is important for the police to be focusing on the future?
6. Do you feel that online crime is raising or decreasing? 
7. Do you feel safe online? 
8. When was the last time you checked the police vision if ever? 
9. Would you know how to report an online crime to the Police?
10. Do you think the police should be focusing more on online crimes? 


Task 6  - Evaluation of the chosen Data Analysis Method. 

The data analysis method that will be used for this piece of work is survey monkeys in built graphs which will make it easy to read, Aswell as survey monkey excel spreadsheet will also be used because excel spreadsheet is also very easy to use and will allow the data to be presented in many different ways for example the data could be presented in many different graphs including bar graphs or pie charts. Also by using excel spreadsheet it will be easy to use simple shortcuts to be able to figure out the mean and the average. Tuttle, Linsi (2023).
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