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29/10/18:
Plan:
· Secure an alliance with a notable general to ensure financial and military aid
· Increase the size of my kingdom: South to Pamphylia is ideal
 
I, Antigonus started with 20,000 talents and 10,000 men (8,000 infantry and 2,000 cavalry) in Kelanai, greater Phrygia[footnoteRef:1] and marched south to Pamphylia (a territory Antigonus had control of after the death of Alexander)[footnoteRef:2] and in the process Antigonus lost 10% of his army. Antigonus then proceeded to make an alliance with Eumenes to help him secure Ionia in which we agreed that Eumenes would control the cities north of Ephesus and Antigonus those south of Ephesus, treaties like these were common after Alexander’s death with everyone trying to grab power where they could[footnoteRef:3]. Bribing the officials of Phaselis did not work and therefore resulted in the sieging of Phaselis, which first of all began with Antigonus losing 1% of his men but caused an eventual supply shortage within the city. The city eventually falls after Eumenes takes the surrounding Greek cities. Antigonus has also allied himself with Ptolemy, Seleucus in supporting Alexander IV to be king, in reality there was not an obvious successor to Alexander: Arrhidaios (Alexander’s mentally deficient brother), his unborn son Alexandros, and his illegitimate son Herakles[footnoteRef:4], and therefore Perdiccas was put in control as he was Alexander’s chief lieutenant at the time of his death. The plan for 322 BCE would be to capture Capadocia and meet with Ptolemy and Melagros to form a treaty. Some sort of coalition between Ptolemy and Antigonus was formed in 322 BCE after news of Perdiccas potentially marrying Cleopatra and removing Alexander’s body from Egypt reached Macedonia[footnoteRef:5]. [1:  Billows, R.A. 1997: P.53.]  [2:  Billows, R.A. 1997: P.56.]  [3:  Diod. 18.14.2. This is an example of a treaty of co-operation between Ptolemy and Antipater in 323 BCE to consolidate their own positions and help prevent against the continued rise of Perdiccas.]  [4:  Errington, R.M. 2008: P.15; Billows, R.A. 1997: P.50-1.]  [5:  Diod. 18.25.3-5; Arr. Successors fragment 1,24.] 


30/10/18:
Plan:
· Further expand the kingdom north into Cappadocia/Galatia/Pontus
· Create at least two new cities in my new territories 
· Work on increasing control of Asia Minor and the army controlled by Eumenes 
Antigonus then continued his expedition into Cappadocia, an area Perdiccas had ordered Antigonus to conquer for Eumenes in 322 BCE[footnoteRef:6]. A short battle with the Cappadocian king and 20,000 of his men ensued, and Antigonus and his forces, with some borrowed from Eumenes quickly killed their army and their king[footnoteRef:7]. Antigonus lost 3% of his army (300 casualties), this was nothing compared to the Cappadocian’s and 2,000 men were settled in two newly found cities: Antigonia and Demetriopolis[footnoteRef:8]. [6:  Plut. Eum. 3,2; Errington, R.M. 2008: P.19.]  [7:  Billows, R.A. 1997: P.43; Curtius IV I,34-35 on the Persian counterattack that took place partly in Cappadocia in 332 BCE; Hdt. 1.76.1. On the battle of Pteria, Cappadocia in 547 BCE.]  [8:  Plut. Alexander. 26.4. Alexander wished to found a large Greek city after his conquest of Egypt and that it should bear his name.] 


01/11/18:
 A court of Asia Minor was set up with Antigonus at the head and also in charge of the cavalry, along with Demetrius as head of infantry and Eumenes as treasurer. Tarsus was renamed to Antigonus Ad Cydnum and made capital of Asia Minor and where all court sessions would be held[footnoteRef:9]. A temple[footnoteRef:10] to Apollo was built in Cappadocia to ensure the people were happy and didn’t revolt. An envoy was sent to the Macedonian camp promising support for a campaign across the Hellespont when fighting Eumenes to seize control of the entirety of Asia Minor for Antigonus. This was a ruse and whilst the Macedonians were fighting Eumenes, Antigonus gathered an army with help from Ptolemy and Melagros to block the Macedonians advances further into Asia Minor whilst Nearchos tried to prevent retreat from the sea. This resulted in the loss of 22% of their army and bankruptcy for the Macedonians, essentially ending their control of the region. [9:  Plut. Alexander. 61.3.]  [10:  Winter, F.E. 2006: P.6-7; Strab. 14.1.22.] 


02/11/18:
Plan:
· Capitalise on the strategic loss of the Macedonian faction by invading and taking cities along the south coast
A spy network was set up into Greece and Macedonia to help prevent any coups, assassination attempts and to keep track of the Macedonian army and fleet.  Antigonus raised his garrisoned infantry[footnoteRef:11] and marched towards the Hellespont where Ptolemy would ferry his and Eumenes’ men across. Antigonus and Eumenes took control of Sestos and aimed for Cardia to ensure control of the entirety of the Thracian Chersonese, Cardia resisted the bribes and the army moved towards Anos to meet the Macedonian army. The battle took place just south of Anos and lasted several days Antigonus fell in battle and Eumenes, Eurydike and Krateros were injured. The battle was mainly one sided because of the large amount of argyraspides or silver shield bearers (a royal cohort in Alexander’s army, his most superior men)[footnoteRef:12] that Krateros controlled after the death of Alexander as in 334 BCE Alexander had sent Krateros and 10,000 veterans to replace Antipater[footnoteRef:13]. This was similar to the battle between Antigonus and Eumenes in 317 BCE at the battle of Paraitakene where Eumenes’ argyraspides “defeating anyone in their way”[footnoteRef:14] as well as Diodorus describing them as “because of their excellence, spread fear among the enemies”[footnoteRef:15]. However, many of the ancient historians, predominantly Hieronymos, most likely over exaggerate the brilliance and decisiveness of the silver shields in battle as Roisman goes on to say that they represented “the glorious Macedonian past of uninterrupted victory and conquest”[footnoteRef:16] and that not enough description is written about the eastern and Asian troops most likely because of their low ranking in the military hierarchy. [11:  Schalit, A. 1960: P.1. On Antiochus III settling 2,000 Jewish families in Asia Minor as a garrison to suppress any revolt against the king in the region.]  [12:  Liv. 37:40.]  [13:  Errington, R.M. 2008: P.14.]  [14:  Roisman, J. 2013:215.]  [15:  Diod. 19.28.1.]  [16:  Roisman, J. 2013:220.] 

Demetrius was now in control of Antigonus’ provinces, army and treasury after the death of his father. 

05/11/18:
Plan:
· Retrieve Antigonus’ body from the army and start to plan a funeral with games and create a cult to Antigonus[footnoteRef:17]. [17:  App. Syr. 11. Seleukid ruler cult is an example of this. ] 

· Levy more heavy infantry to recover the proportion of the army that was lost in the battle with the Macedonians.
· Consolidate Eumenes’ provinces and cities with Demetrius’ now inherited land
· Build siege equipment (siege tower and batter ram[footnoteRef:18]) [18:  Plut. Demetr. 20.1.] 


Upon the armies return into Asia Minor Demetrius retrieved Antigonus’ body and half of the army settled and the other half was garrisoned in various cities, more soldiers were then levied. A cult was set up to honour Antigonus and his descendants upon their death which would be known as the ‘ruler cult’[footnoteRef:19], modern scholars tend to take the view that Demetrius was the original founder because of the vast literary evidence on the divine honours that Athens had honoured him with. Ancient historians also list these honours of Demetrius, however they are presented differently by Diodorus and Plutarch[footnoteRef:20]. Siege equipment (siege tower and a battering ram)[footnoteRef:21] was built in order to take Pergamon, as it was a highly secure and defendable city. Sappers were used in order to break down one of the walls of Pergamon as it was the only logical way of breaking into the city without sustained losses, this was similar to how Demetrius used sappers to undermine a wall at the siege of Rhodes[footnoteRef:22]. The city officials were also paid off with 1,000 talents to help in taking over the city, the wall that was knocked down was slowly rebuilt after Demetrius had repelled Krateros and the Macedonians from besieging it. Demetrius renamed Pergamon to Demetriopolis and made this the new capital of his kingdom after selling Pamphylia where the old capital was to Meleagros for 11,000 talents. The troops that were levied were then garrisoned in Ephesus, Smyrna, Miletus and Abydos when it had finished being rebuilt. [19:  Landucci, F. 2016: P.40.]  [20:  Diod. 20. 46, 2-3; Plut. Demetr. 10,2. ]  [21:  Plut. Demetr. 21,1-2. ]  [22:  Diod. 20. 94,1.] 



06/11/18:

Plan:

· Fortify several strategically positioned cities around Pergamon to further prevent from attack and sieges.
· Mint new coins with Demetrius’ face.
· Research and invest in possible poison ideas to help defending against a siege and also for assassination attempts.

Demetrius began by fortifying 5 strategically placed cities around Pergamon and along the Ionian coast: Smyrna, Sardis, Adramyttium, Alexander Troas, and Abydos to the same standard of fortification as Pergamon, Lysimachus had turned Pergamon into a military base because of its strategic location around 323 BCE[footnoteRef:23]. Atalus was sent as an envoy to Lesbos and Lemnos in order to gain their loyalty which costed 100 talents per island, and Lemnos was renamed to Lemons. The new minting of coins began with Demetrius’ head on the obverse of the coin and Poseidon on the reverse similar to the ones minted after his and Antigonus’ naval victory over Ptolemy in 306 BCE[footnoteRef:24].  The search for poisons began with hemlock, the poison used in the death of Socrates in 399 BCE[footnoteRef:25], which was often found in Europe and Africa. It was decided that wine from Lemons would be used to hide the hemlock and 100 litres was sent to Argeus in Macedonia. This failed and the assassin escaped with his life. Afterwards Atalus and 200 men were sent into Pontus to retrieve ducks because it was said that their blood was poisonous due to their diet of poisonous plants[footnoteRef:26]. Atalus lost his life to the mightiest of Pontic ducks but luckily the search party suffered no further losses and returned to Pergamon with several hundred ducks. The largest of the ducks that were brought to me replaced Atalus in my court as second in command, similar to how Caligula had planned to make his horse, Incitatus, a consul according to Suetonius and Cassius Dio[footnoteRef:27]. An envoy with 100 poisonous ducks and 100 litres of wine were sent to Leonatus as a ‘peace envoy’ which resulted in his assassination.  [23:  Bayraktar, V. 1998: P.10.]  [24:  http://snible.org/coins/hn/macedon.html#f. Figure 142. ]  [25:  Diod. 14.37.]  [26:  Pliny. Natural history. XXIX.25; Aulus Gellius. Attic nights. XVII.16.]  [27:  Suetonius. Caligula. 55.3; Cassius Dio. Roman history. 59.14.7.] 


08/11/18:
Plan:
· Continue the expansion of my arsenal of poisons (main places for poison in the ancient world were Egypt, Africa, Greece and Pontus).
· Increase the production of each regions resources (fish, grain, produce, and gold).

The expansion of my arsenal of poisons continued with a second expedition to Pontus to find some poisonous honey as mentioned in the Pliny’s historia. Pliny states that:
“The food of bees is of so much importance that even their honey may become poisonous. At Heraclia in Pontus the honey turns out in certain years very deadly, and that from the same bees”[footnoteRef:28]. [28:  Pliny. Natural history. XXI.44.] 

Demetrius also started to consume small amounts of the honey and poisoned duck so he could become immune to the poison similar to how Mithradates was immune by taking small doses daily[footnoteRef:29].  [29:  Pliny. Natural history. XXV. 6-7.] 

A swarm of locusts had then ravaged most of what was Alexander’s empire and slowly moved towards Asia Minor which we did not have the technology to combat. The grain stores were unaffected but the swarm had ruined the harvest for the year and 20% of the population died of famine, but luckily a deal was organised with Syracuse for food supplies for 7,000 talents which sufficiently fed 22% of the population. Furthermore, a sudden outbreak of cholera appeared which had affected a further 20% of the population which we did not have the medicine to combat and so they unfortunately died. The immediate plan after 40% (800,000) of Demetrius’ population had died was to remove and burn the dead animal carcasses from the river to stop infection and encourage the rise of a cattle breeding programme and more fishing boats to help recover the produce that was lost. A future plan would be to install a reservoir and aqueducts to help prevent the water from being affected again.

09/11/18:
Plan:
· Build a temple to the god Eros in hopes of increasing our fertility rate after the sudden loss of population.
· Host the festival of Thargelia for increased harvests after the famine and destruction of crops.
· Aid Attalus II in expansion of his territory and treasury

Demetrius paid 200 talents to build a grand temple to the god Eros[footnoteRef:30] in hopes that Fertility rates would be increased, something that was duly needed after a 40% drop in population. The festival of Thargelia[footnoteRef:31] was also planned with the addition of Eros into it in hopes the harvests on the Ionian coast would be bountiful after the famine and loss of crops. During this time Atalus was sent to Bactria, where it is said that Alexander founded eight cities[footnoteRef:32], to meet with Peukestas for ‘peace talks’ but in reality, his motive was to slip poisoned honey into their food stores which resulted in the death of Peukestas.  [30:  Vitr. 1.7.1.]  [31:  Harrison, J.E. 1922: P.79.]  [32:  Strab. 11.11.4.] 

Demetrius lent Atalus II 2,000 heavy infantry to help take back Kilikia and some of Pamphylia after the death of Meleagros, it was a successful expedition until he was halted at Side due to their resistance over another foreign ruler. 

Word count: 2,242.
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