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This portfolio will be discussing the culture of Welsh language and the government’s response on promoting the use of Welsh language (Gov.Wales, 2015) by adapting it to the new curriculum. This will provide the opportunity for all learners to be able to speak Welsh by the time they leave school. To be able to speak Welsh within everyday conversations, however there is a national strategy and an action plan for this (Welsh Government, 2017b). I will also be adapting both the curriculum cymreig and the national frameworks, relating it within my school setting, which is the foundation phase ages four and five. I will be looking at the curriculum regarding the Donaldson report and how it may enhance the new curriculum (Donaldson, 2015). This portfolio will be discussing the bilingualism policy within the school. I will also be explaining the activities used within the foundation phase and how they are beginning to use the Welsh language. The Welsh Government states that “We recognise the important part that the early years sector plays in the development of children’s Welsh language skills” (Welsh Government, 2022). One will also be relating theorists into policy when applicable throughout this portfolio.
The Welsh Language act was established in 1993, the legislation stated that the use of Welsh and English language should be treated equally in business within Wales as a nation (The National Archives, 2020). Looking at the Bourdieu theory of language and symbolic power, it illustrates the power of language within a forceful critique of conventional learning approaches. Bourdieu creates a linguistic approach as he believes that language should be a sign of power within a certain culture and is not purely based on the Welsh communication (Bourdieu,1993). A linguistic approach is within the national framework and curriculum. The national curriculum was established in 1989 as part of the Education Reform Act (The National Archives, 2020). The national curriculum establishes the entitlement of children to have the right to be educated in state schools (Equality and Human Rights Commission, 2019). The Educational Sustainable for Development and Global Citizenship document (Welsh Government, 2012) looked closely at raising the development of the Welsh Government through many policies and strategies globally and applying practice throughout Wales, England, Scotland, and Northern Ireland. The global economy helps the citizens to raise values, attitudes, and confidence within acting responsible to be committed to the sustainable world in which we live. It achieves this by progressing statutory standards within the curriculum and the education system (Bamber et al., 2016). However, they also investigate adult education, by allowing principle opportunities of the social justice, equality, and the opportunity of social cohesion (Government Equalities Office, 2013). 
However, looking at Donaldson’s report of Successful Futures he aims to place vital importance to all schools across Wales for their future success and to help every child and young person on their wellbeing. Donaldson has also stated that he will help every “Teacher with their abilities on learning the Welsh Language, health, wellbeing, digital skills, and computer science, and also helping with planning and assessment within the new curriculum” Donaldson has said that it will be a challenging process but it will thrive to succeed in their future prospectus and their modern workforce skills (Donaldson, 2015). 
The Welsh Government has decided upon a national strategy to help the use of Welsh language, this will allow all learners to develop their Welsh language as part of their Welsh culture. The key aim for this is to promote a positive learning approach within a school setting and to use Welsh formally and informally and not just in a Welsh lesson or within school a structure (Welsh Government, 2017b). The Welsh Government believe that by 2050 (appendices 1), (Welsh Government, 2017a) they will have a ‘million welsh speakers. A recent report stated that (Office for National Statistics, 2011) there were 562,000 Welsh speakers in Wales and the aim of the government is to have almost double the amount of Welsh speakers by the middle of the century (National Assembly for Wales, 2017). Whilst the population within Wales is 3.136 million (appendices 2). In the action plan of Welsh in education, they set out the direction for the development of Welsh-medium and Welsh language to be educated in school settings for almost four years allowing the vision for a million Welsh speakers by 2050 (Welsh Government, 2017a). The action plan sets out to enable all learners to be able to learn Welsh within a workplace. They are also working with many companies to promote the Welsh language and encourage it. There will be provisions in place for children to learn the language and encourage a bilingualism education across Wales (Welsh Government, 2014). 
Pembrokeshire County Council have set a strategic plan after looking at the Welsh Governments strategy for 2017-2021 (Pembrokeshire County Council, 2017). They state that the key aims they want to promote will be allowing a child every right to learn Welsh, to promote the highest standards of Welsh possible and the need to treat both Welsh and English equally and to promote benefits of bilingualism within a working practice. However, looking at the percentages from children aged three years and over 23,000 that could speak Welsh in the country making it to only a percentage of 20.4% of the population from 2001 to 2009 (Pembrokeshire County Council, 2010). Pembrokeshire County Council stated that 
“There are currently 61 primary schools and eight secondary schools in Pembrokeshire, of which 25 schools (41%) provide some form of Welsh Medium provision, i.e. Welsh Medium, Dual Stream, Transitional, Bilingual or English Medium with significant use of Welsh” (Pembrokeshire County Council, 2019), (appendices 3). 
The Curriculum Cymreig allows pupils to understand the concept of learning the Welsh Language within a flowing curriculum by understanding their importance of living in Wales in the 21st century (Hwb, 2003). This identifies their own sense of Welshness and the feel of the Welsh Language. It allows learning objectives to work with children and teachers on all aspects of the curriculum by planning, organisation and allowing a fun learning based within Welsh and making it a positive experience (Welsh Government, 2022). Looking at the Welsh language Charter Siarter Laith framework, (Welsh Government, 2019) they implement and all Welsh-medium schools strategically planning to develop the use of the Welsh language to learners. They also want to embed a publishing toolkit for Welsh-medium schools as it will help young people to use the Language in practice by setting out a positive and fun based experience of activities which will enhance and encourage them to learn Welsh. However, teachers encourage fun activities within a working school practice by working with a Welsh organisation called the Urdd to represent the Welsh language in education (Urdd, 2020). 
The framework for the foundation phase of ages three to seven that is set out within the Welsh Government (Welsh Government, 2015). It aims to encourage children’s learning by making it creative, imaginative, allowing the learning to be more fun. This enhances children to learn first-hand experiences enabling them to understand each other as their self-esteem and self-worth are at the core of education. The foundation phase develops understanding of their cultural identity by using the Welsh language within a working school practice and it also allows the children to gain a sense of their belonging to Wales by understanding the heritage. Referring to the major theorist Vygotsky he develops a cognitive theory which allows a child’s communication to improve by adapting language and communication skills through social interaction as parents, teachers, and peers. Cognitive development is most important when working with the foundation phase as they are trying to learn the concept of a working school practice and need the communication skills (Kazulin et al., 2003). It also suggests Piaget’s theory of cognitive development through stages states who state that “the preoperational stage is for ages two to seven years old and allows them to understand the world through language and mental images” (Piaget, 2017). The foundation phase should be using the Welsh Language as much as they can however within the framework it suggests that they should use a range of stimuli as it is a visual learning aid. They should be listening to the Welsh Language being spoken to learn it to the best of their ability and making it a fun practical activity (Welsh Government, 2015). Major theorist Carol Dweck, explains the ability of two mindsets which are the fixed mindset and the growth mindset, given children the ability to want to learn and encouraging them to put more effort in. This will inspire them to become more intelligent and to able to learn more which allows their mindsets to grow over time (Dweck and Yeager, 2019).  











Reflecting within a working school practice, my class the foundation phase uses Welsh daily. As it is the foundation phase, we do the basics of everyday Welsh and we are also a bilingual school. We use Welsh whilst doing the register, the dinner register, checking in and out of school. We also use a stimuli on YouTube in audio visual songs by singing ‘hapus ydw I’ (Stiwdiojg Cymru, 2014),  ‘the days of the week song, the weather using the different seasons and the rainbow song which allows them to learn their colours in Welsh’ (Cymraeg, 2019). However, they do have an afternoon session one day every week learning the Welsh Language with a Welsh teacher that comes into the classroom. Also, the local school has stated that they are adapting the national curriculum in order to learn about identity and culture through languages as it prepares us to be citizens of Wales and the world (Monkton Priory Community School, 2019). 

The activities I will be discussing concern what we have learned in the past few weeks. The first one was discussing different types of food in English and the class teacher converted it into Welsh, whilst she said it, they attempted to say it back. We then went into groups which had different activities, my activity was a food plate picture. The children discussed their favourite food with me in English and I then converted it into Welsh, and they said it back whilst we learned the sentence of ‘I like (favourite food)’ then in Welsh I videoed them saying ‘Rwy’n hoffi (favourite food). They then went onto the plate activity to draw their favourite food and coloured them in (appendices 4). The activity went well, and I was impressed with how well the videos turned out as they thoroughly enjoyed doing the activity. It does sound basic, but it is at their level within the foundation phase. 
The following week for the second activity the children all sat down and discussed the weather on that day, and we spoke about the different seasons within the year which the teacher said in English and in Welsh and the children spoke it back (appendices 5). However, we did use a stimuli of audio content which was ‘Cân y Tymhorau Cyw's Seasons Song’ (S4C, 2017). We then got into groups to do a fun activity which was deciding on what clothes fitted the winter category or the summer category known in Welsh as Haf and Gaef. We then went through the clothes in Welsh and they said it back, I tested them on what they were in Welsh after we formed them into categories. A few of them remembered the words and said them back whilst a few did not understand. My group was a low group, so they just about knew it in English rather than in Welsh, but despite that they did try and attempt it in Welsh after I said it to them. The first activity I had was with the high group so that is why I could video them independently on their activity. The season activity went well but some did loose concentration perhaps they thought it was a little boring as they all worked together in groups. Despite that they were all engaged as much as they could be. They then sat on the carpet and watched an audio of a book in Welsh which was called Harri Llwyd (appendices 6), (Gelliswick VC Primary School, 2020). The book is part of a scheme within local schools across Pembrokeshire. It covers different aspects within the curriculum throughout the story using patterns, asking for something, money, food, clothes, and vocabulary. The children loved listening to this and found it very funny using the repetitive vocabulary. 















To summarise in my opinion the Welsh language is most important as we live in the nation of Wales. To be able to speak the language it should be compulsory, which is stated in the new curriculum, however I am not fluent in Welsh myself and only know the basics of Welsh. I feel ashamed to say that I live in Wales and cannot speak the Welsh language in a conversation. The government has set out a plan to enable Welsh Speakers within the nation of Wales to be able to speak the Welsh language, the government are wanting a million welsh speakers by 2050. The government are also setting up Welsh courses to allow adults to be able to speak the Welsh language by learning it in a positive learning approach and using it in real life situations. They are also allowing some teachers to take a sabbatical year to learn the Welsh language and to be able to reflect it in a working practice by learning the children Welsh. The new curriculum for 2022 is ambitious by wanting to develop a cross curricular approach within school by using “languages, literacy and communication” this enables them to allow a focus of understanding the oral communication in Welsh instead of reading and writing skills.  However, speaking Welsh and English is most important as it allows a bilingual service to be undertaken within communication. Bilingualism offers a better opportunity for someone’s future and enabling them to find a good job. As many places require the applicant to be bilingual within this day of age and living in Wales, I think that is most important. 
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Wales

Country of the United Kingdom

Wales is a country in southwest Great Britain known for its rugged
coastline, mountainous national parks, distinctive Welsh language
and Celtic culture. Cardiff, the capital, is a refined coastal city with a
nightlife scene and a medieval castle with ornate Gothic Revival
interiors. In the northwest, Snowdonia National Park has lakes,
glacial landforms, hiking trails and a railway up to the peak of
Snowdon. — Google
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Free transport will be provided in accordance with the Learner Travel (Wales)
Measure. These arrangements are relevant to learners who live in Pembrokeshire
or who are considered the responsibility of Pembrokeshire County Council. The
Authority will provide transport for pupils in Welsh-medium secondary education.
Transport will be provided from specific collection points. Parents will be
responsible for ensuring that pupils reach these collection points. Establishing a 3-
16 school in Haverfordwest in 2018 will reduce the travelling distance for a
significant percentage of pupils.

Outcome 1: More seven-year-old children being taught through the medium
of Welsh

Current situation 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20
In 2016, 273

pupils (21%) in

Year 2 were 20% 22% 23% 25%
assessed. This 284 pupils 264 pupils 275 pupils 215 pupils

is an increase of
2% since 2013.

Main objectives
« Ensure additional places for children in the Welsh-medium sector

Change the linguistic categories of specific schools

Ensure that provision for latecomers enables them to continue with Welsh-
medium education in the secondary sector

Increase the percentage of pupils who transfer from Welsh-medium pre-
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Addasiad o stori Joy Cowley
Dyma Harri Liwyd.
Cawr ydy Barri Llwyd.

meddai #arri Liwyd.
Felly dyma pawb yn rhedeg, ac yn rhedeg ac yn rhedeg i gael
bara.

“Dyma’r bara i chi Harri Liwyd.”

3 meddai Harri Liwyd.
Felly dyma pawb yn rhedeg, ac yn rhedeg ac yn rhedeg i gael
menyn.

“Dyma’r menyn i chi Harri Llwyd.”

meddai Harri Liwyd.

felly dyma pawb yn rhedeg, ac yn rhedeg ac yn rhedeg i gael mél.

“Dyma’r mél i chi Harri Liwyd.”
meddai Harri

meddai Harri Llwyd

¢ Harr

An adaptation of Joy Cowley's story.

Here’s Harri Llwyd.
Harri Llwyd i a giant.

nt bread. I want bread NOW! You watch my

" says Harri Llwyd.
So everybody runs, and runs and runs to get bread.

“Here's the bread for you Harri Llwyd.”

ter. I want butter NOW! You
key stick.” says Harri Llwyd.
So everybody runs, and runs and runs to get butter.

“Here's the butter for you Harri Llwyd.”
honey. I want honey

s " says Harri Llwyd.
So everybody runs, and runs and runs to get honey.

“Here’s the honey for you Harri Liwyd.”
Honey? This isn’t honey. It's a v

" says Harri Llwyd.

So Harri Llwyd strikes the beehive with his spikey-wikey stick.
Hundreds of bees fly out.

“Oh! Aw! Oh! Aw!” shouted Harri Liwyd

winging me! They're stinging-winging me!
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