1600196	AHAR5005	Assessment 1
Q. Write a clear description of the funerary cones, considering also issues raised in creating it and issues within the object itself. 

Interconnectivity between Egypt and Palestine within the 18th dynasty grew with the movement and campaign of Egyptian pharaohs within the Mediterranean. Interconnectivity and hybridity of Egypt and the eastern Mediterranean can clearly be seen within many aspects of archaeology, such as material culture.
[image: ]An example of this interconnectivity and hybridity can be seen in the funerary cones found at “the Bronze Age site off el-Moghraqa which lies 700 m north of the Wadi Gaza and within the catchment area of the major second millennium BC urban centre of Tell el- ‘Ajjul”. (Steel et al:2004) This area seems to have been a key settlement of economic and military contact between Egypt and Palestine as it is found along the trade route known as the ‘Ways of Horus’, as “over the millennia countless traders, nomadic tribesmen, soldiers and other travellers have transversed the ‘Ways of Horus’, which connects the Nile Delta and the Wadi Gaza carrying with them goods, social practices and ideas.”. (Clark: 2016) 
[bookmark: _GoBack]El- Moghraqa was discovered by the “Palestinian Department of Antiquities in 1996, and two seasons of excavation have been carried out at this site by the Gaza research project”. (Steel, Clarke et al: 2004) During these excavations the most significant finds were fragments of a terracotta cone with Egyptian hieroglyphics of “mn ḫpr r’”; with further examination it is clear the cone is stamped with the throne name of the 18th dynasty Egyptian pharaoh Thutmose III. A further fragment of terracotta cone was found at this site with Egyptian hieroglyphics with the throne name of Hatshepsut: it is likely due to this evidence this area was highly populated at the time of the co-regency between Hatshepsut and Thutmose III. (Steel, Clarke et al: 2004)(Steel et all: 2004) ‘El- Moghraqa Funerary Cones’ 

Moreover, when analysing these funerary cones, it is clear the clay used is local to the Palestinian area suggesting they were made locally and not brought from Egypt; which also indicate they were not made by someone within craft specialisation. There are clear marks that the cones were badly fired due to them being fragile and flaky and although they had been broken in antiquity they also possessed one or more fresh breaks. (Steel, Clark et al: 2004) Another aspect of this object to consider is that the hieroglyphics are of low standards and unlikely to have been created by an Egyptian scribe or craftsman. Furthermore, we can suggest the idea of this cone were brought by a Palestinian, possibly a translator that understood the Egyptian language, from Egypt to create a badly made trinket or tribute to the Egyptian pharaoh that was taking control of their land. When making these cones ourselves, although we used a different clay, the shaping of these objects is easy to produce, however as it was clearly stamped while wet the hieroglyphics were difficult to make clear and visible, which suggests the individual who created this cone was not specialised in this trade. 
In conclusion, although we cannot make clear resolutions on how these funerary cones were used in antiquity and how their ideas of this object travelled from Egypt to Palestine, we can suggest this object is an example of hybridity as it is an Egyptian object made to suit the needs of the Palestinian people. 
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