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Sonia Lai’s website is simple with a white background and a focus
on just her artwork. A hand drawn logo is at the top of the page
with links underneath. Clicking on an image enlarges it. The
purchase page is actually just a link to an online storefront. Social
media links are at the top and bottom of the page. Very simple and
small site that showcase the artists best works.

https://www.sonialai.com/



This site has a homepage where you can navigate through their portfolio instead of everything
just being at the top bar. Another hand drawn logo at the top of the page. Bold colours on a white
background. There’s humour in the banner at the top, showing the artists personality.

https://www.bryanbaltz.com/



The gallery page has images dominating the
page, these also enlarge when clicked on in
the same manner as Sonia Lai’s site. Each
piece has a title underneath.

The store page has smaller images and is
sorted into categories based on the type of
work they are. It is full of “sold out” items
that make navigating to available ones
difficult.



https://grimoeuvre.com/

Logo in top left, theLogo in top left, the
gradient looks cool butgradient looks cool but
makes it difficult tomakes it difficult to
read. Has a nice title atread. Has a nice title at
the top and thisthe top and this
portfolio is split intoportfolio is split into
the different kinds ofthe different kinds of
work they do instead ofwork they do instead of
just one gallery page.just one gallery page.

Logo in top left, the
gradient looks cool but
makes it difficult to
read. Has a nice title at
the top and this
portfolio is split into
the different kinds of
work they do instead of
just one gallery page.

Very simplistic layoutVery simplistic layoutVery simplistic layout



Simple layout continues into About section, which is where links to socials and
past clients are featured alongisde some short info about the artist.



https://mixednutscollection.carrd.co/#

A portfolio for a more “online”A portfolio for a more “online”
artist who gets their clients fromartist who gets their clients from
fandom spaces. Has a very coolfandom spaces. Has a very cool
banner but the rest of the site isbanner but the rest of the site is
very simple in comparison ---very simple in comparison ---
straight to the point.straight to the point.

A portfolio for a more “online”
artist who gets their clients from
fandom spaces. Has a very cool
banner but the rest of the site is
very simple in comparison ---
straight to the point.



Gallery pages are also very simple and uniform with someGallery pages are also very simple and uniform with some
accompanying information. I’m not fond of the backgroundaccompanying information. I’m not fond of the background
colour as it is slightly muddy.colour as it is slightly muddy.

Gallery pages are also very simple and uniform with some
accompanying information. I’m not fond of the background
colour as it is slightly muddy.



https://www.oceanhughes.com/

Hand written logo at the topHand written logo at the top
with a cool banner design. Subwith a cool banner design. Sub
pages under main navigationpages under main navigation
bar. This tab is kind of difficultbar. This tab is kind of difficult
to read with the colours chosen.to read with the colours chosen.

Hand written logo at the top
with a cool banner design. Sub
pages under main navigation
bar. This tab is kind of difficult
to read with the colours chosen.



Some assets seem broken with
the aspect ratio of my computer
--- unsure on how to avoid this. 

About page doubles as a
contact page.



https://www.tswolfe.com/

This portfolio has animated andThis portfolio has animated and
hand-drawn elements as the tophand-drawn elements as the top
banner and logo. It doesn’t havebanner and logo. It doesn’t have
a traditional homepage anda traditional homepage and
instead leads directly into theinstead leads directly into the
portfolio section. The site isportfolio section. The site is
mostly white with one accentmostly white with one accent
colour in its branding (a darkcolour in its branding (a dark
teal).teal).

This portfolio has animated and
hand-drawn elements as the top
banner and logo. It doesn’t have
a traditional homepage and
instead leads directly into the
portfolio section. The site is
mostly white with one accent
colour in its branding (a dark
teal).



This portfolio has a lengthy
About page which features
plenty of information about the
illustrator and the works he
creates and why he makes
them. Everything is formatted in
a uniform fashion.

The Shop page has hand written
buttons for navigation and
allows users to sort items by
price, colour, and size.



https://www.taylorbarron.com/

This portfolio has soft coloursThis portfolio has soft colours
for the background but usesfor the background but uses
near neon ones for its text andnear neon ones for its text and
navigation. This stylistic choicenavigation. This stylistic choice
this makes it difficult to read.this makes it difficult to read.

Despite this, whole website isDespite this, whole website is
full of personality and I do likefull of personality and I do like
what they were going for bywhat they were going for by
making it bold and eye catching.making it bold and eye catching.

This portfolio has soft colours
for the background but uses
near neon ones for its text and
navigation. This stylistic choice
this makes it difficult to read.

Despite this, whole website is
full of personality and I do like
what they were going for by
making it bold and eye catching.

I like the oval buttons instead ofI like the oval buttons instead of
the regular rectangle ones thatthe regular rectangle ones that
other people seem to use,other people seem to use,
makes it feel a bit more unique.makes it feel a bit more unique.

I like the oval buttons instead of
the regular rectangle ones that
other people seem to use,
makes it feel a bit more unique.



Home page features images but
isn’t the main gallery. There is a
topbar which scrolls with the
site, allowing users to navigate
from anywhere they want.

Illustration page has a menu
overlaid on top of an image, it’s
cute but kind of hard to read. I
like how the style of the website
matches the artists illustrations.



There is a page for books that
the artist has illustrated with a
carousel of words at the top.
This page is very nicely
illustrated but the colours of
the carousel cause eyestrain.

Shop page is simple in design
and allows uesrs to add items to
a cart. Font makes things a little
difficult to read but fits within
the themes of the site.



https://thebrightagency.com/uk/childrens-
illustration/artists/karl-james-mountford

This illustrator’s portfolio isThis illustrator’s portfolio is
hosted on an agency’s sitehosted on an agency’s site
instead of their own. It has lotsinstead of their own. It has lots
of information and is one longof information and is one long
page instead of multiple subpage instead of multiple sub
pages. It feels more like a socialpages. It feels more like a social
media profile than a dedicatedmedia profile than a dedicated
site for a portfolio.site for a portfolio.

This illustrator’s portfolio is
hosted on an agency’s site
instead of their own. It has lots
of information and is one long
page instead of multiple sub
pages. It feels more like a social
media profile than a dedicated
site for a portfolio.



The portfolio page that the
agency uses has images in a grid
with one or two “statement
pieces”. This page is once again
on a white background with the
agency’s banner at the top.

To break up the page slightly,
the background on the artist’s
About section has a light grey
background that doesnt disrupt
the text on screen, leaving
things still easy to read.





Eden Azuma’s business card includes an
illustration on the front and just a QR code to her
instagram on the back. I like this approach as it
makes it simpler than taking a more “graphic
design” themed approach.

Fatima Alumtawa’s business card has a simple
and neat design with her name and job title. On
the front there is just her logo. This approach
seems more fitting for a multimedia designer
instead of for an illustrator.



Safa Edhrabooh’s business card utilises
interesting fonts, a tagline, cool graphics, and
mentions of her email and instagram. It also has a
QR code.

Zahraa Alekri’s business card also feels more
graphic design based but includes a small
illustration on the back. This illustration is given a
sticker feel by a drop shadow and white outlining.
I like this idea.



Shaima Mohammed has cute illustrated icons and
a cute curly font that goes well with her branding.

Zainab Dagher has a bold and dynamic business
card with a custom illustrative font on the front. I
like this approach because it is eye catching.



The Visual Club splits the back of the business card
design into two. I like this separation as it gives the
impression that there is more room on the cards design
then there actually is.





Personal Branding Exercises









SWOT Analysis















Business Cards

For my business card I took
inspiration from the business
cards I have looked at. I selected
an illustration that showed my art
style well and combined it with
images of paper on the front to fit
in with my brand identity. 

I created a drop shadow behind
each element to give it depth. I
have decided to inclue no text on
the front so it acts as a small
illustration or print for the
recipients to have. 

I kept the portrait design as that is
the best orientation for my
illustration.



I copied the design of the scrap paper on the
front of my business card for the back and
added elements, using the paper pieces to
seperate each section. I generated a QR code
and included a link to my instagram page. 

As the back felt a little empty I also put one of
my illustrations onto a stamp design and stuck
it up in the corner. I picked a drawing of a
werewolf to show that I can also illustrate
creatures as well as people.



For when my cards are printed, I have decided
on the brand Moo because of their “soft touch”
texture option. While I considered options like
spot gloss, and raised elements, I preferred the
look and feel of the mostly non-offensive “soft
touch” option. 

This is because the paper has a smooth feeling
that people can’t scrape their nails on and a
non glossy finish. My decision in this was
mostly moved by my own sensory needs.



Letter Head

For my Letterhead I continued my scrap paper
theming and adding my logo/header in the top
right. On the brown piece of paper there will be
my return address. As I don’t have one yet I’ve

left it blank.



Self Promotional Items

As a self promotional item I have selected a
sticker. I took the stamp design from my

business card and altered it to include my name.

Here is an example of my sticker with a white
outline, mocking up how they would be cut.



My website is consistently
branded following the brand
identity I developed. I kept it
relatively simple compared to
my other outcomes as it is
something interactive instead
of static. Too many elements
would’ve become too
complicated to manage when
creating the mobile version.

I like how the website came
out as quite simple so it really
puts a focus onto my art.

Website Branding



Social Media Branding
To keep my social media branding consistent I have
selected a banner image and drawn a new profile picture.

For my profile picture I
drew a self portrait that
showcases my artistic
ability and style. I
selected the image on
the right as my banner
image as it shows an
environment I have
drawn. Together, these
two images showcase
that I can draw both
characters and
backgrounds. 

I also decided on a
tagline of “Illustrator,
Character Designer,
Doodler” to be part of
my bios on my socials.



My TikTok bio is
slightly different
as I post video
content there and
not just images.



Reflection of Branding

The branding portion of this module has been my favourite part. I enjoyed
unifying all of my accounts and designing elements like the business card and

additional self promotional items. 

While I enjoyed making a website I found parts of it tedious, such as lining up
elements and figuring out what to write.





Skills & Skill Gap Analysis



Hard and Soft Skills

To help discover my soft skills I took the Belbin Test, a tool
for assessing team roles. I believe it is valuable to be aware
of how I am in a team setting for future employment.

The result of my Belbin Test has informed me of my
personal behavioural attributes and how I tackle work
alone and with groups.

I will be using this information to put together my hard and
soft skills diagram.



Soft Skills

Orderly & Mindful
Motivated

Problem-Solving

Communication

Adaptability
Creativity

High Empathy Critical Thinking

Customer Service

Positive

Self Motivated

Presentation Skills

Friendly



Hard Skills

Digital Art

Digital Art Softwares

Traditional Art

Animation

Video Editing

Figure Drawing/Drawing
from Life

Illustration

Drawing from
Reference

Creative Writing

Technology Proficiency

Digital Painting



Finding and Analysing Job Vacancies

For this task I went onto LinkedIn and Indeed to analyse different job listings for job titles that
included terms like “illustrator”, “concept artist”, and “artist”. I did this because these are the

parts of the industry I am interested in working in. 

I investigated jobs that I would not be qualified for without job expereince, also, as it is
important to consider the skills I will need to build throughout the years instead of just trying

to ready myself for the jobs that I’ll be applying to immediately out of university.



This position requires a strong understanding of a free
software.
Strong portfolio
High attention to detail
Documentation skills

It is important to note that this company wants an
illustrator that they can create an AI learning model off of,
and therefore some of the skills they require lend to that
instead of the fundamental sills an illustrator needs.

I included this job listing despite this because they are
everywhere on LinkedIn and impossible to avoid.



Strong portfolio
Past experience
The ability to draw expressive and dynamic poses
Staying on model
Time management
Flexibility



Understanding of form
Able to adapt to a visual style
Understanding of fundementals
Self motivation
Software knowledge (photoshop)
Digital painting ability



Adobe suite
UI/UX Design/Graphic design skills
Typography/colour theory/editorial based skills
Creative mind
Ability to draw icons and other graphic design based
tasks

Many job listings asking for an illustrator roll “graphic
designer” into their job descriptions too, I have dicovered
that many employers do not understand the difference.



Diverse portfolio
CAD & Maya skills
Teamwork and independent work skills
Webdesign skills
3D modelling skills
Communication skills
Animation skills



Creating printable artwork
Reading/creating briefs
Client communication
Workload management



Skills to Work On

Across the job vacancies there are some skills I need to develop and work on.

Communication with clients
Developing a diverse portfolio

Teamwork skills
3D software skills

Adobe suite
More past experience

I will be trying to work on these skills throughout the next academic year.





Potential Employers

For potential employers I looked at agents. I discovered a
handful and summarised why I would like to work for them.

Arena Illustration is a UK based agency with many
different styles across their range of artists. I would like to

work for Arena because of how their artists retain the
copyright of their own work. They also explicitly state that

they will not accept jobs for free as their artists require
professional respect.

Brilliant Artists is a smaller illustration agency that
combines both illustration and animation. As I have an

interest in animation this appeals to me. They also have a
wide range of clients in publishing and editorial spaces.

I do not currently aspire to work for a large company or
studio, but I do know that the stability that positions like
that provide can be crucial to growth as a professional
illustrator.



Dutch Uncle is a global agency with artists with many
different styles. They also include animated elements to
their work which are utilised in commercial campaigns.
Dutch Uncle specialises in publishing and advertising

alongside producing exhibitions.

While they have more of a focus on modern art, some of
their artists have some textured and graphic styles that I

enjoy and could see myself working in a similar way to.

Handsome Frank is an agency which houses illustrators
with styles more similar to my own. What draws me to it is

that mine is still different enough to not be a direct
competitor to the other artists already present.

They are based in the UK but have artists from all over the
world. They work in publishing, advertising, and design. I

think it would be cool to work for Handsome Frank.



Reflection on Employers

I find applying to agencies daunting due to the many different rules you have
to follow for each one, and I also find that many agencies don’t have artists

who work in a similar style to me. This worries me and makes me believe that
my style isn’t commercial enough for agency work and is instead reserved for
things such as graphic novels (which aren’t something I want to spend forever

doing).

I will not be letting this dissuade me from applying to agencies, though, as my
style being more “unique” from the ones currently accepted into the agencies

may give me some form of upper hand.

Freelance work appeals to me at the moment, and I am not rushing to apply
for jobs in the industry without a few smaller pieces of work in my portfolio.



ImagineFX is a magazine
that focuses on digital art.
Each month an issue
releases and includes
information on the art
industry, provides
tutorials, and features
many talented artists. 

I have read a few copies
through the university
library and have been
considering getting a
subscription. 

Useful Websites/Journals



Artforum is a monthly
magazine that focuses on
contemporary art.
Artforum has been
important for the industry
as it features in depth
articles, essays, and
reviews by and for artists. 

Artforum is a good way of
knowing what’s going on
and getting advice in the
contemporary art world.



Artquest is a website full of advice,Artquest is a website full of advice,
projects, and general information forprojects, and general information for
artists at all stages of their career.artists at all stages of their career.

I find that Artquest is very open andI find that Artquest is very open and
accessible for artists of all skill levels.accessible for artists of all skill levels.
They are also big on fightingThey are also big on fighting
discrimination in the industry anddiscrimination in the industry and
communicating with artists.communicating with artists.

Artquest is a website full of advice,
projects, and general information for
artists at all stages of their career.

I find that Artquest is very open and
accessible for artists of all skill levels.
They are also big on fighting
discrimination in the industry and
communicating with artists.



Artstation is a useful portfolio site that
also includes job listings for all kinds of
artists. Having an art job specific site is
important. Before looking into
Artstation I didn’t know there was a job
section. Investigating it more has
proved very useful.



Evidence of Engagement

I used a provided template for reaching out to
companies via email. I filled in the blue spaces
with information relevant to myself.

I decided to use my last name in the text of the
email instead of my first name as it is present in
most of my urls/usernames, and people won’t be
able to find my first name on any of my socials or
my website. For the sake of professionalism I
included my full name as the sign off.

I selected fantasy themes as the part of my work
that I like the most and expanded ont hat by
including publishing, storytelling, and editorial
elements.

At the end, I included another link to my website
and a link to my instagram profile. While I do not
expect any responses within the submission
period for this module, I still wanted to send this
email out to some agencies.



Rush Agency

I emailed Rush Agency, and included how I was a student in my email. I did this in hopes that I wouldn’t be blacklisted by
this agency for reaching out in the “incorrect way”. I included how I liked the organic look to all of their artists and hoped
that they would maye take a quick look at my portfolio.



Tomorrow Agency

Tomorrow Agency did not have an email address I could find so I submitted an enquiry through their online form. I followed
the same email format and used my art email. I found the form on the website less daunting than emailing them directly.



Amanda Boss

I DM’d illustrator Amanda Boss on
Instagram asking for some
feedback on my portfolio and art
account. I got a response a few
days later where she said she
didn’t know what kind of advice to
give me. I’m going to be taking this
as there are no glaring bad flaws
that need fixing.



Mutatedeye

I DM’d artist Mutatedeye on Instagram
asking if they had any advice for someone
“just starting out” as an illustrator online. I
hope to get a response but don’t think I will
during the time given for this module.



Reflection of Communication

I do not enjoy reaching out to people but I understand that this is a skill I
need to build to help ensure growth of my career. I find it rather daunting and

nerve racking but the only way to improve this skill is by doing it.

That is why I think that this section of the module is very important, and I’m
glad that I had to do it despite how I didn’t enjoy it. I have attempted to start
conversations before learning the “correct” way of doing it, and having this
guidance gives me more confidence on how to approach situations like this.



Contact List

I have begun to create a general contact list in a spreadsheet. There
isn’t much on there as of now but I hope for it to grow as I contact

more people. I will colour code the individuals I have been in contact
with with a seperate cell colour, and once I have spoken to enough

they will be moved to their own sheet.



Future of Employment

Job Title - Martian Engineer

Description - Engineers that work specifically
on infrastructure on mars

Skills - Technical knowledge in softwares like
CAD and knowledge in civil engineering.
Understanding people and their needs as well
as how structures will be utilised in day to day
activities



CV

To plan out my CV I listed out some of my skills and qualifications. I
also included a history of my employment. I put it all together on a
google doc, using a template to ensure that it looked clean and tidy. I
am aware that this looks less unique than making a layout myself, but I
am not familiar with document programs.







Assessment Reflection

Assessment 2 of this module has been particularly challenging for me, but I enjoyed the
organisation and research required. My favourite section was the personal branding
segment as I found this to be the more “creative” side of the assessment, as apposed to
the sections that required me to create diagrams and fill out forms.

Assessment 2 has taught me valuable skills in how to market my work, communicate
with others, and how to arrange my online accounts for a strong brand identity. I did

struggle through this module due to outside factors, but I believe they have not
affected my work for Changemakers: Building your Personal brand for Sustainable

Employment.
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