W.E.B DuBois and Booker T. Washington
Evidence Of Their  Different Approaches Towards African American 
 Civil Rights In The Post-Reconstruction Era

   This paper will argue W.E.B DuBois, based his approach to civil rights upon three main ideas, ‘Work, Culture and Liberty’ (Du Bois and Edwards, 2008, p. 13). This paper will also argue that in contrast, Booker T. Washington’s approach was based upon his ideas of conciliation and labour, and the value in embracing commercialism, and from this the opportunity to earn ‘a dollar’ (“Atlanta Exposition Address, 1895,” 2005, p. 3).
Work
DuBois argues that since Emancipation, in the struggle for identity for the black artisan, he has to  avoid becoming labelled as still nothing more than a ‘hewer of wood or carrier of water’ (Du Bois, 2008, p. 9). To be this forever in the eyes of white America, or equally founder within the poverty trap of such manual labour of ploughing and digging, without the possibility of escape from it. Washington argues the reverse, in what he describes as ‘the great leap from slavery to freedom’ (“Atlanta Exposition Address, 1895,” 2005, p. 1), his fear that the majority of people, who he argues must live by manual labour alone, will now forget the importance of it, in their headlong flight from any association with their former slave lives. 
   These employment opportunities follow Washington’s self-help, conciliation slogan of ‘Cast down your bucket where you are’ (“Atlanta Exposition Address, 1895,” 2005, p. 1,2), highlighting the commercial opportunities available to all the former slaves. Washington dismisses the notion of higher education, by highlighting the need of labour, skill and brains to be combined ‘into the common occupations of life’ (“Atlanta Exposition Address, 1895,” 2005, p. 1), for the community to prosper. He continues by highlighting this need to return to the land, by saying that there will be no prosperity if they cannot learn to differentiate between the ‘superficial and substantial’ (“Atlanta Exposition Address, 1895,” 2005, p. 2) the baubles of life and the fruitful purpose, that no people could succeed if they overlook the equal honour of ‘tilling a field as writing a poem’ (“Atlanta Exposition Address, 1895,” 2005, p. 2). Dubois acknowledges this when he speaks of the modification of expectations from education to that of the needs of daily existence, obligations, and the severe price to be paid by change (Du Bois, 2008, p.13).





Culture    
For DuBois, the significance, value and power of Higher education  must never be underestimated. By contrast, Washington was only interested in education that would aid in the commercial life of the community, therefore his declaration for earning in opposition to spending ‘a dollar in an Opera house’(“Atlanta Exposition Address, 1895,” 2005, p. 3) . DuBois asks, If the idea of our voting is conceited and we are to continue only as servants, washing, cooking and cleaning, ‘What need of higher culture for half-men’ (Du Bois, 2008, p. 13). He asserts that with the rising sense of self-respect and self-worth, only through self-assertion of his identity as himself and not any other (Du Bois, 2008, p. 11) can his place be found in this new world. 
He acknowledges the weary state of black men since the passing of 1876 and end of the Reconstruction era, but still hopeful for change. From this rose a new direction to freedom, the desire for ‘book learning’ (Du Bois, 2008, p. 11). Since change through the wielding of political power had been denied, education and specifically the pursuit of  higher education had arisen. DuBois describes this as a journey to ‘Canaan’ (Du Bois, 2008, p. 11), and on this path towards learning, the progress was both slow and exhausting, with many missteps on the way. DuBois considers the role of the ‘cold statistician’ (Du Bois, 2008, p. 11) and the sociologist, as one of illuminating for the white populations consumption, every failure, social issue and problem, of the black race, and contributing to his low self-worth.  
Liberty
The political expansion of the Reconstruction era had now become a contraction. Where Dubois argued for renewed vigour in fighting for enfranchisement rights, and  political activism, Washington argued for the acceptance of the disenfranchisement and compliance. DuBois asks what has become of the ballot, that had once been pursued as the symbol of liberty (Du Bois, 2008, p. 11). He points out that it had been voting that  led to war and the ‘emancipation of millions’, and ‘votes’ had  ‘enfranchised the freedmen’ (Du Bois, 2008, p. 11). He acknowledges this zeal for political liberty has been stalled and then derailed, particularly  after the  attainment of the fifteenth Amendment, and the barring of people on grounds of race or colour to the right to vote (Du Bois, 2008, p. 11). Washington argues  that eventually the White South will accept and embrace their former slaves as fellow Americans, upon observation of their hard work, quiet conciliation and contribution to the ‘material prosperity’ (“Atlanta Exposition Address, 1895,” 2005, p. 3) of the South. 
 These approaches to the claiming of their civil rights, DuBois’s one of loudly and unashamedly demanding political parity, and unrestricted access to work and higher education,  would always stand in opposition to Washington’s one. One of embracing conciliation, and  the power of  commercialism to bring change through prosperity and acceptance into a new heaven on earth (“Atlanta Exposition Address, 1895,” 2005, p. 3).   
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