Session Six – AÏ KHANUM
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In this workshop we will explore the archaeological site of Aï Khanum, the best preserved example of a Graeco-Bactrian city that has so far been discovered in Afghanistan. Precisely which city it should be identified as is a matter of debate. It was likely founded at least by the early third century BC. This site raises many questions about the impact of different cultural influences on its architecture, art, and political and social structures (the latter being inferred from the former). Not merely an island of “Hellenism” in a Central Asian sea, the site demonstrates clear Iranian/Central Asian influences in art and architecture alongside Greek influences. Connections with the Indian world are also apparent from the material culture at the site. In this session you should consider the following issues:

· What can the art and architecture tell us about the various cultural influences at the site? In what ways should this make us cautious when it comes to assessing the ethnic-cultural identities of the city’s inhabitants? 
· What can the physical remains of the site tell us about social and political structures?
· Consider the information provided by the written material discovered at the site.
· Consider the information provided by the material culture discovered at the site. 

Useful scholarship to consult (see Moodle):
Bernard, P. (2011) ‘The Greek Colony at Aï Khanum’, in Hierbert, F. and Cambon, P. (eds.), Afghanistan: Crossroads of the Ancient World. London.
Boardman, J. (2015) The Greeks in Asia. London. [pages 85-94]
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mairs, R. (2014) The Hellenistic Far East: Archaeology, Language, and Identity in Greek Central Asia. Berkeley. [chapter 2]
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