	2403683
	ECEY5011
	Word count: 858 





I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated text as my own work.
I confirm that I have copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources I used before, and after the use of AI tools which I may be asked to provide as evidence.

Self-reflection 
Prior to this module I felt that I had a good understanding of what safeguarding involves and how important it is to be vigilant for signs of abuse, I gained the knowledge from regularly completed safeguarding courses due to being in my job role for 10 years and more recently I have completed the Group B safeguarding training which is a more in depth course. In the setting I work in, we are continuously reminded of the important role we play as practitioners, we have a safeguarding policy that is regularly updated that clearly states who the designated safeguarding lead is and we can go to them with any concerns and we can refer to the policy for the correct procedures to follow if needed. In my setting, we also have an app that logs accidents and incidents that are monitored and reviewed monthly by management to help us spot any patterns both in the setting and at home which is more effective compared to the previously used paper copies and I am aware of how important it is to record. 
However, although I felt that I did previously have a good knowledge, I feel that researching this module has provided me with a greater understanding and more empathy for those involved in these situations, empathy for both the parents and the professionals. For the professionals involved, I appreciate how difficult it must be to share negative and potentially upsetting information, especially if the parents are present during the meeting. Over the years I have also heard negative comments towards certain professionals, particularly social workers, from parents, who feel like they are there to catch them out, when they are only doing their job and looking after the best interests of the child. After watching example videos of the conferences, I found myself sympathizing a great deal with the parents as in some cases the abuse is not malicious or intentional, it is because the parents are struggling to cope and I can imagine that during this conferences they could be made to feel like a bad parent. After becoming a parent myself, it made me realise how difficult it is, especially for people who are struggling with their mental health or those who do not have family or friends, as the right support and guidance can make a big difference but It is not always easy to admit or accept help from others. 
Although I was aware of the importance of multi-agency working beforehand which was mostly due to the well-known, tragic cases of child deaths that have resulted from the lack of effective multi-agency working and that lead to various reforms being put into place such as the previously mentioned case of Victoria Climbie (Lord Laming, 2009) and also the tragic death of Peter Conelly also known as Baby P (NSPCC, 2025). I feel that this module has helped me gain a better understanding of how important each professional's individual role is in safeguarding children and how by working together collaboratively is the only way to gain the best insight about the child’s situation and results in better outcomes for both the child and possibly the parents too. 
However, although I have been aware there have been child protection cases going on in the settings I have worked in, I have not been directly involved with those cases, so I have not known the details and do not have experience dealing with those situations and I do appreciate that putting knowledge and theory into practice when it comes to the real life situations can be more challenging. I do feel confident in my ability to spot signs of abuse, but I do admit I know I would find it difficult to deal with a child protection case and even to discuss concerns with parents. I feel as a practitioner caring for young children you are always cautious about upsetting or damaging your rapport with parents as they need to like and trust you for them to be willing to leave their child in your care but I think this module works as a reminder that the child's welfare is what is most important and when you consider the possible outcomes for children if concerns are not addressed, it reminds you the importance of the 5 R’s of safeguarding and how important it is that when abuse is recognised or disclosed, that it is dealt with correctly and efficiently. (Prospero learning, 2025). 
I will admit that at the start of this module I felt I already knew what I needed to know about safeguarding, and I thought it would just be a case of refreshing the knowledge that I already had. However, as I have mentioned I have gained a far more deeper understanding and I have also realised that like most aspects of childcare, safeguarding is always changing, whether it's the new laws put into place or new cases of child abuse that open our eyes to a reality that is difficult to comprehend but strengthens our determination to make a change and be a positive role model and make a difference in a child's life.
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