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評估2–70% 小論文（2000字 –英文）
撰寫一篇 2000 字小論文，關於文言文課程篇章，某一主題或某一思想的小論文結合自身修養、生活落實或生活感悟。
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The Common Pitfall of Modern Education: 
From Perspective of Xueji


Education, as defined in Cambridge Dictionary means “the process of teaching or learning, especially in a school or college”. The modern education served to meet the needs of industrialisation, produce obedient workers in large quantity that contribute to the workforce and economy. Modern education teaches about the skills required today, focus on science and mathematics, information technology as well as language, art, music etc. These are very different from the concept of education in ancient China.

Xueji (學記)，an essay written over two thousand five hundred years ago, is one of the oldest and most comprehensive works on educational philosophy and practices in ancient China. Unlike modern education where the focus is on academy achievement, education in Xueji has the function of transforming the people to perfect their manners and customs. The rulers must make efforts to educate the people first, if they want to establish a country and govern the people, and to attain the political goal they set. Xueji describe in detail the teaching and learning methods, which is worth to re-examine their application in the modern education system.

Modern education system is very much exam-oriented. Schools/Colleges are still using test scores as the primary criteria to analyze the knowledge and skills of the students. The system does not recognize that each individual has different strength in different area. Some students are good at science and mathematics, some are good at literature and music while some are good at art and crafts. At school, students must follow syllabus set, irrespective of whether they like that subject or not. In order to do well in the examination, they memorize essays and sometimes even a whole book without fully understand what they have learned.

On the other hand, Xueji describe a more comprehensive learning methodology. In the first year of entry to school, students are to learn to place the punctuation (there is no punctuation in ancient Chinese text book) to assess whether they could read and understand the text intelligently and to determine their area of interest.[footnoteRef:1] Examination will not be carried out every year but in alternate year instead. In the third year, students are assessed on their attentiveness to their study, and whether they can get along well with their peers.[footnoteRef:2] In the fifth year, students are assessed on how extensive their studies are and whether they put what they learned into practice. They are also assessed on whether they are close to their teachers and learn from them.[footnoteRef:3] In the seventh year, students are assessed on the academic achievement about their studies and assessed on their selection of friends.[footnoteRef:4] They were now said to have made some small attainments. In the ninth year, students are assessed on their in-depth and comprehensive understanding of different classes of subjects, stood firm by their argument on the subject they study and would not fall back,[footnoteRef:5] they were said to have made grand attainment. [1:  一年視離經辨志]  [2:  三年視敬業樂群]  [3:  五年視博習親師]  [4:  七年視論學取友]  [5:  九年知類通達，強立而不反] 

 
Quality of teachers is another area of concern in modern education. Teachers are rushing through to complete the syllabus set before the examination, that they do not bother to discover other talents of the students or focusing on those who are lack behind. In some countries, teachers are often loaded with non-teaching work, making it almost impossible to improve themselves in the field they are teaching and to improve their teaching skills. As a result, they often Nowadays, teaching is not a respected profession anymore. Due to the negative perception society has of teachers, the quality of teachers has dropped. 
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