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This essay will describe and explore the theory of Marxism. Karl Marx was a theorist and a revolutionary philosopher in the 18th century, born into a Jewish family in Germany in 1818 he passed away in London in 1883, he was one of the founders of Communism (Ruis, 1976). Marx was a member of the communist party advocating for the demise of the class systems and the removal of private land and private property; fighting for the right to equal education opportunities for all, and the concept of a utopian future (Ruis, 1976). Marx saw a future where homelessness and poverty had been eradicated where all humans were treated equally, no longer separated by differences such as the upper, middle or lower/ working class. Marx disagreed with the Capitalist society he lived in, believing that one percent of the population should not be in control of most of the worlds wealth, but rather that the wealth should be shared and distributed equally amongst everyone (Marx, K. Engels, F. 1848). Marx believed that his theory would create a better structure for society eradicating conflict and abolishing the crisis of over production and the oppression of labourers. Marx (1848) observed two distinguished classes; the ruling class consisting of landowners and business owners who were generally upper middle class and from wealthy backgrounds; he called this class of people the ‘Bourgeoise’ and they owned everything. The other class Marx (1848) described were the working-class people, people who did not own land and lived in poverty, he called this class the ‘Proletariat’ these people owned very little to nothing, Marx (1848) proclaimed that the proletariat were oppressed and exploited by the bourgeoise. He authored several books in the 18th Century mostly about how the western world was dominated by capitalism and how specialised employment made for a highly effective economy whilst taking away the great joys of working from the labourers, restricting them from seeing themselves in the products that they created, whilst being subjected to a very low wage (The Curious Classroom, 2013). Marx (1848) asserted that the Bourgeoise were incredibly clever as they had somehow deceived the proletariat into selling themselves as labourers for low wages, while the Bourgeoise secured the profits and became very wealthy. Prior to Capitalism people had lived in a feudal society and although the working class still did not have much, life was better as they were not being exploited and were able to live off the products they produced from the land provided. 
Feudalism was the social system which dominated in Europe prior to Capitalism taking over. During the feudal period all the land belonged to the King; the King would rent his land to his Barons in return for lodgings and food when he needed it. The Barons would then rent some of their land to Knights in return for military services to the King when he needed it, as well as protection for the Barons. The Knights would then give some of their land to the peasants also known as ‘serfs’, and in return the surfs would labour for the knights for free and provide the knights with services and food when they required it. The peasants were able to keep some of the food they produced for themselves and keep their animals on the land, this would enable them to provide for their families (History on The Net, 2016). The landowners then decided that the peasants could no longer keep their animals on the land or keep the produce they grew there, the peasants were then unable to feed their families, forcing them to re-locate to the towns looking for employment; thus, began the industrial revolution which led to the capitalist society of today (History, 2018). Marx (1848) argued that Capitalist society brought about a feeling of ‘Entfremdung’ amongst the workers; a feeling of disconnection from the work they did all day, a loss of the sense of who they were, what they did and what they contributed to society (The School of Life, 2014). Marx (1848) believed that Capitalism made the  working class labourers expendable, that if the costs were to rise the labourers could easily lose their jobs, and if there was money to be saved by technology then the labourers would be replaced; he reasoned that people were afraid of being abandoned by their society but this was unavoidable in a Capitalist world. Marx thus argued that Communism was not just a theory but a concept of a society that would provide individuals with a place in the world fulfilling societal needs for acceptance and belonging, and disallowing anyone to be exiled from it. Marx saw the profits produced by the Bourgeoise as a theft of the hard work of the labourers and argued that it was an abuse by ‘power of oppression’ (The School of Life, 2014) Marx called this theft ‘Primitive accumulation’ (Marx, K. Engels, F. 1848). Marx (1848) believed there would be a war as the proletariat would stand up against their oppressors the Bourgeoise; this communist view led to a negative interpretation on Marxism theory and dictatorships.
According to Ball and Dagger (2018) a communist ideology is a ‘political and economic doctrine that aims to replace private property and a profit-based economy with public ownership and communal control of at least the major means of production’, meaning the idea of communism is that everyone is equal and the wealth gained from production should be shared equally, abolishing the gap between the rich and the poor and eradicating the class system. History has demonstrated that communist ideology is open to interpretation though. The reign of the communist Bolshevik’s began in the beginning of the 20th Century, led by communist leader Vladimir Lenin. Lenin who brought famine to communist Russia. Lenin banned private property and ordered his army of secret police to confiscate what little the peasants had to feed their families on, rounding them up by gunpoint and taking their crops and their seeds to keep himself in control (BBC, 2014). Between 1921 and 1922 millions of people starved to death and Lenin showed ‘a chilling disregard for the sufferings of his fellow countrymen’ (BBC, 2014). Evidently, Communism had not been demonstrated in the form that Marx had proposed in his book ‘The Communist Manifesto’, (1848) Marx and Engels proposed a revolution which highlighted ten steps to abolishing the exploitation of the Proletariat by the Bourgeoise, Marx and Engels (1848) suggested:
1.Abolition of property in land and application of all rents of land to public purposes.
2. A heavy progressive or graduated income tax.
3. Abolition of all rights of inheritance.
4. Confiscation of the property of all emigrants and rebels.
5. Centralisation of all credit in the hands of the State, by means of a national bank with state capital and an exclusive monopoly.
6. Centralisation of the means of communication and transport in the hands of the State.
7. Extension of factories and instruments of production owned by the State; the bringing into cultivation of wastelands, and the improvement of the soil generally in accordance with a common plan.
8. Equal liability of all to labour. Establishment of industrial armies, especially for agriculture.
9. Combination of agriculture with manufacturing industries; gradual abolition of the distinction between town and country, by a more equable distribution of the population over the country. 
10. Free education for children in all public schools. Abolition of children’s factory labour in its present form. Combination of education with industrial production. 

Marx and Engels (1848) believed following these ten steps would lead society into a Utopian future.
[bookmark: _Hlk510614830]The 21st century is still a Capitalist society with the divide between the rich and the poor greatly emphasised, with research available on how this divide affects people’s mental health in Britain; with one in four individuals being affected by a mental illness which has been evidenced to have direct links to poverty (BBC, 2016). However, some of Marx’s theories on how to improve society for a Utopian future have been applied to a micro view, for example; The Welfare state (1942) created by William Beveridge, proposed to introduce free education to all as proposed by Marx in 1848, almost one hundred years after he wrote the Communist Manifesto. The Welfare State proposed Free healthcare, a National Insurance contribution (higher taxes), Council Housing, and full employment and free education (BBC, 2014). In the UK for the tax year 2017-18, the basic rate for income tax was set at twenty percent with individuals on higher earnings taxed at forty percent (Rates of Income Tax, 2018) which keeps the divide between the upper middle class and the lower/ working class relatively large. The tax rate in the UK is comparatively low when looking at Nordic countries, for example; Sweden. The Guardian (2018) reports that Swedish citizens pay up to sixty percent in income tax and that ‘high rates underpin a successful society’. The consensus of the Swedish population is that they are content and have faith that the income tax they receive is being spent well on the welfare state, with excellent education in the schools provided for their children; where their children are safe and free school meals are provided daily (The Guardian, 2018). However, in the UK school meals are not free and many children in contemporary society are described as malnourished due to the rising number of families living in poverty, children are described as having ‘grey skin, poor teeth and poor hair’ (BBC, 02 April 2018) nine children in every class of thirty are officially in poverty in the UK, with some families working multiple jobs and earning less than families who are entitled to state benefits, with children in Cardiff being provided with one slice of bread and butter for their lunch (BBC, 02 April 2018). Marx’s (1848) vision for ‘Free education’ has been interpreted slightly differently in modern society with private school’s available for the wealthier classes who can afford to send their children there and public schools are available for the less wealthy families where books, meals and uniforms must be purchased in advance. However, private schools and boarding schools are not as beneficial to society as the media would have us conditioned to believe. A shocking ITV documentary (18th February 2018) revealed that the number of children being sexually abused by teachers at boarding schools has risen dramatically with ‘hundreds of people accused of carrying out sexual attacks in recent years and dozens of ongoing police investigations’ (ITV, 2018). Issues in public schools are also present; Panorama (18th October 2017) revealed the number of children in public schools being sexually assaulted by other children in 2017 (BBC News, October 2017). In 2016 the Express wrote an article shaming the UK Houses of Parliament for spending £3.7million of tax payer’s money on food and drink for the year 2015 (Hall, M. 2016). Observing modern society through a macro perspective it can be ascertained that the Utopian future Marx foresaw in 1848 has yet to be established. 
Maslow’s hierarchy of needs (1943) views society through a miso lens, Maslow argues that to reach self-actualisation individual’s must first fulfil several other needs; psychological needs; the need to feel safe; the need for a sense of love and belonging and the need for self-esteem and efficiency (Maslow, 1943). Maslow (1943) argued that once an individual has fulfilled all these needs only then can they truly be happy. However, in a Capitalist society materialism and consumerism are conditioned into society from primary socialisation, to secondary socialisation, throughout education, books, television and the mass media continuously throughout people’s lives. Marx (1848) viewed the world through a Macro lens, he could see that the working-class/ Proletariat were going to work in the factories for the Bourgeoise to produce goods for a low wage only to be deceived into spending their low wage on the good’s they had worked to produce. Maslow (1943) did not believe that materialism produced happiness just as Marx they could see what was wrong with society and what needed to happen to achieve change or self-actualisation, but they did not know how to begin the process. Marx (1848) also argued that in a capitalist society Bourgeoise marriages would prevent individuals from being able to achieve a sense of love and belonging, that their marriages were dishonest and for the purpose of business only, filled with strain, bitterness and oppression all for the concept of protecting their wealth; Marx (1848) called their marriage ‘commodity fetishism’ he argued that people should be free from financial burdens so that they may make wise, healthy decisions about relationships (The School of Life, 2014). Therefore, in a Capitalist society in accordance with Maslow’s Hierarchy of needs, individuals are unable to reach self-actualisation. 
There are some criticisms of Marxism theory when applying it to contemporary society; the abolishment of private owned property could prove disastrous for individuals in the UK as the class system can no longer be categorised into the two classes; the Bourgeoise and the Proletariat. In 2003 seventy-one percent of individuals owned their own home out-right or via mortgage plan, however, due to rising property prices and the property market making it increasingly problematic to climb onto the property ladder, this figure had dropped to sixty-three percent by February 2016 Theresa May has promised to tackle the housing ladder issues as there is a concern that ‘The divide between those who inherit wealth and those who don’t will become more pronounced’ (The Guardian, 2016) with the next generation being unable to afford to buy their own homes. However, in modern society it is not just the Bourgeoise who are able to own private property as individuals from varying classes own their own homes. The introduction of the Welfare State after the Second World War provided the UK with the NHS, free public education and pension schemes moreover; periodic wage increases to keep up with inflation and the rising cost of living was  introduced by Henry Ford in 1914 to reduce staff turnover and amount of time it took to train his workers (Worstall, T.2012). Society is also moving towards a Keynesian Economy where our government appears to be monitoring the Capitalist structure to minimise the exploitation of the working class (Revise Sociology, 2016). Marx and Engels wrote that ‘Political power, properly so called, is merely the organised power of one class for oppressing another’ (Marx, K. Engels F. 1848) and he believed that whoever controlled the economy controlled the state and the superstructure; however, contemporary society has proved itself capable of distancing itself with relative autonomy from the oppressors; the Bourgeoise with the media constantly scrutinising and criticising the rich and powerful; and with musicians speaking out against the Bourgeoise oppressors. One example of this is; rapper Eminem producing a freestyle rap video releasing ‘a lyrical tirade against Donald Trump’ (The Guardian, 2017) after the Presidents racist, sexist behaviour came to light in the public eye in 2017. Post modernists argue that the Capitalist production system is a successful one and that the Bourgeoise no longer control the institutions, they view the class system as irrelevant in post-modern society and individuals as being free from exploitation with the desire to purchase the means of production to confirm their identity (Revise Sociology, 2016). 
[bookmark: _Hlk510623802][bookmark: _GoBack]To conclude, Marxism theory was the theory that could achieve a Utopian future, together with Engels, Marx published many books with some ideologies which have been accomplished in modern society in accordance with The Welfare State. Marx (1848) argued that the wealth should be distributed equally amongst the classes and the class systems should be abolished with higher taxation and free education available for all. In Sweden they have accomplished higher taxation thus minimising the financial gap between the classes, because of this crime rates are down, education is better and safer, and the citizens of Sweden are contented with the fact the money they pay in taxes is filtered appropriately into the state (The Guardian, 2018). In the UK there is less trust in the government and a disbelief that higher taxes will result in tax payer’s money being filtered back into the system, the media are partially to blame for this with headlines such as ‘Taxpayers contributed £3.7m subsidising food and drink in Houses of Parliament last year’ (Hall, M. 2016) across their front pages, whilst in 2018 the BBC are reporting that families are unable to provide their children with food at home or at school, with children looking increasingly famished due to families becoming poverty stricken and unable to afford the cost of school meals (BBC News, 2nd April 2018). Marx’s theory to increase taxation to eradicate poverty and homelessness could be applied to society today evidently successful in other countries including Sweden, Nordic countries and Canada where mental illness is low as well as crime rates and the number of people living in poverty; Marx’s ideology of a higher taxation leading to a Utopian future could be successful. Although some sociologists argue that there is no longer a class system, Leslie Sklair (2013) argued that modern society has seen the development of a ‘Transnational Capitalist Class’ (Sklair, L. 20013), a modern day middle upper class, or Bourgeoise consisting of ‘leaders of global corporations, certain politicians and bureaucrats’ (Revise Sociology, 12th April 2016). Exploitation still resides in capitalist society despite the government’s attempts to regulate and monitor the exploitation of workers with sweatshops still in existence used by large corporations such as ‘Apple’ (The Guardian, 2018) and large companies like ‘Shell’ (The Guardian, 2014) polluting the environment by Oil Production in Nigeria. Marx believed that free education should be provided for all and this has been achieved but in contemporary society this does not mean children are safe. Therefore, Marx’s theory can be applied to modern society in the 21st century; with the class system still evidently in place and inequalities still existing; with a great divide between the wealthy and the poor and increasing numbers of families crossing the line into poverty. Communism has been interpreted in dark ways, but Marx believed communism would lead to a Utopian future where leisure was a good thing if manipulated to the best of its ability abolishing poverty and homelessness. Higher taxation in Sweden, Canada and Nordic countries has evidenced society can function better this way perhaps the rest of the world should follow suit. 
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