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Consent and its role in cases involving battery
This essay will examine the definition of consent and battery in the UK and how it relates to cases and how it may be confusing to understand.
[bookmark: _Int_9C2oPwk5]The definition of consent is to give consent or approval to a person or persons. Also, it is important to note how much consent the lady gives that guy because the lady might give him consent to go inside her house but then the person with consent could steal some objects of value and that would be taking advantage of consent and a breach in the law. Also, the reason why it is important to give limited consent to an individual is so that person cannot use consent as a defense in court according to National Health Service (2023).
[bookmark: _Int_Qz0fus9F][bookmark: _Int_GcuTnr8T]According to Merriam Webster Incorporate (2023) states that consent is when the person agrees and gives consent to enter the premises or to do a physical activity and so forth. In addition to this if a person wanted surgery, then that person would have to sign a consent form and the doctor would have that person's signature as proof to touch their body for the surgery to be carried out on that person. Also, if both parties cannot agree to consent, then it will not go forward since there is no consent present. Also, some factors a person must consider when looking at consent in the UK is firstly the person’s age because that person cannot legally give consent until they are 16 in the UK. Another element of consent that requires a look at is overstepping the boundaries that were agreed-upon by both parties because if the woman is going over the agreed-upon limit, then the woman cannot use consent as a defense in court according to Lexis Plus (2023)
The textbook definition of battery is to unlawfully apply more force than necessary to a person or indirectly upon another person causing bodily injury or offensive contact. The attempt of battery is assault, also it can cause grievous bodily harm if the force is excessive according to Cornell Law School (2022). In addition to this battery requires the assault of another person and an unlawful amount of force used according to Lexis Plus (2024).
Battery is an unlawful attack on another person or person’s which causes grievous bodily harm. One law in place that legally protects the victim is the Criminal Law Act (1967) which states that the induvial is permitted to use reasonable force to defend themselves from harm and that way it ensures that the person had a chance to make the situation better for themselves if the person had no other choice but to fight back according to Millar (2023).
[bookmark: _Int_aXTmXeFb][bookmark: _Int_qyQuDPct][bookmark: _Int_hgaxT8VZ]Consent is an especially important part of a case and when the case offense is identified as battery it must be then analysed if there was consent and if so, did the defendant over-used the consent that he was given and could it be proven.
[bookmark: _Int_O7mXSZBw][bookmark: _Int_5161FfDZ]According to Oxbridge Law Team (2020) DDP V Smith (2006) is a case of the defendant cutting off the victim's ponytail but since it did not break through the two layers of skin or cause any bleeding. Also, the defendant was free of charge and was not charged with GBH or actual bodily harm according to Navas (2023).  Also, the judge said that it is not just the physical injuries, but the psychological ones too. Also, from that moment on the traditional limits of the older law were removed and since then, cutting off hair is now seen as a serious offense. Because of the psychological impact it has on some people. Another example of battery is in the year (2000) judgment for the case Haystead V Constable of Derbyshire. The defendant punched a woman who was carrying a baby at the time and when the punch connected, she dropped the baby unwillingly, which led to the defendant getting charged with battery of a baby and woman which was also seen as unlawful. Also, the mens rea can be transferred since the defendant wanted to hit the woman but ended up hitting the baby as well and this would be called transferred malice according to E-Lawresources (2023).
[bookmark: _Int_DPEKXv94]According to Mathew (2002) states that consent is problematic because the girl can be as young as 16 to give consent, and some would argue that this is unacceptable because at 16 the girl is still considered a kid. Also, some would say that you should not be allowed to give consent until you are over 18 years old because consent can be difficult to understand at times because once the 16-year-old girl gives consent the other person might overstep the boundaries of consent and do something that the 16-year-old girl did not want. R V Brown is a case where a group of men were involved in sexual acts which was taken to court, but the courts did not know if consent was a valid way of defending yourself in court. But they decided that the best way to answer that question was through policy and public interest. Also, the ethical side of this is that why should that person get away with touching another person's body without the full consent from that individual because there's a chance that the person lied to them about the activity so that way, they would of secured the consent needed to do what they wanted without the victim knowing what she consented to.
Consent affects the legal outcomes in cases because it determines if the person is held accountable or not and it is the difference between jail and freedom. It is important in determining the legitimacy of multiple situations such as sexual, medical and sports. Also, the mens rea elements must be proven because if it can be proven it shows that the defendant had clear intention of doing the things he wanted to do (knoops, 2017, P. 10).
Also, based on Ashley and Malanowski (2019) states that consent plays a significant role in cases which includes battery, sexual assault, and medical procedures because it determines if the defendant is guilty and if the defendant has used excessive force or if they were within boundaries. For example, whether it be taking prescribed drugs or having an operation on the person’s body it plays a massive role in cases if the person had consented to it or not. Because it determines the outcome of the court's decision.

It is also important to note that just because the victim has given consent once, that does not mean always because the person might not give consent to do it all the time and this is something people fail to understand just because someone’s partner consented to having sexual activities with the person once does not mean always.   
In conclusion “Consent is more important than anyone truly knows because of the position regarding official cases is ever changing because of how tricky it is and how unreliable it can be as a factor because if there was consent in a case then it would have a different outcome in cases regarding battery and sexual cases but if there's no consent then it goes further” Ashley and Malanowski (2019).
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