Lucretius – summary of approximate dates, key biographical facts and main works.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Lucretius’ full name was Titus Lucretius Carus and he was born c.99 BC. Lucretius was a poet whose most notable work was a poem stretching six books by the name of De rerum natura, it was a piece which alluded to his ethical and logical viewpoints. The famous poem is dedicated to a Roman aristocrat with the surname Memmius with the hope of friendship. Lucretius wrote books in intervals over his life which were later amended and edited by Cicero. Cicero is believed to have possibly had some involvement in the publication of Lucretius’ works as he had control of the works just before publication. It is unknown whether the poem is in the finished state which Lucretius intended although the books that do exist fit into a perfectly planned pattern due to publication taking place after his death. Very little is known about the life of the poet other than what can be inferred within his famous poem. Regardless of the lack of information about Lucretius’ life he managed to influence writers of the early Roman empire through their admiration and imitation of his work. The only contemporary to mention Lucretius apart from Cicero is the Roman historian Cornelius Nepos.  Lucretius died c.55 BC at the age of forty-four from suicide. 
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