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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:

What are the challenges faced by modern-day policing when it comes to surveillance, and how has it evolved? 

This research project focuses on surveillance because when reviewing literature it become evident there is a high interest in this topic, ranging from CCTV, body worn cameras and ring doorbell cameras in particular and how the technologies have evolved into what modern-day police forces are using today. This topic is something that is largely discussed within modern policing, with it having a wide variety of pros and cons, and with more and more surveillance techniques coming into play and becoming more visible to the public eye. The research will be focusing on surveillance as there is already a large amount of research done previously on this topic, into how different types of surveillance are helpful and harmful to modern policing. Not only this, but there is also research done into how effective surveillance is in assisting arrests and deterring crime altogether. This research shows that this topic and question are worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation for the reason that this topic is widely researched, and an extensive amount of information is available regarding the challenges faced and the evolution of surveillance as it was once known. This topic will give reason to explore current legislation and laws put in place for different types of surveillance and therefore enabling access to the challenges modern police forces face in the era of evolving surveillance techniques. With the rise in technology and things such as dashcams and ring doorbells, this area of topic is something that most individuals will encounter in their lifetime, therefore, it is evident that there should be more awareness in the knowledge of challenges that the police forces are facing with new and ever-evolving surveillance techniques.      




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 
The key objective whilst carrying out this research is to identify the key challenges faced by modern-day police forces when it comes to surveillance and how it has evolved over the years. This includes looking at and evaluating the failures and challenges of modern-day surveillance within the United Kingdom and looking at how it has evolved over the last decade.

The first objective will examine the history of surveillance techniques within the police force as part of the process of collecting evidence.

The second will be an exploration of modern-day surveillance techniques and the challenges faced by police forces today.

The final objective will be focusing on the successes and failures of modern-day surveillance techniques. 


	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:
The UK Government (2022) showed its support for surveillance with the UK police force by updating the surveillance camera code of practice after it was put into parliament on November the 16th, 2021, Pursuant to section 31(3) of the Protection of Freedoms Act (2021). With the evolution of surveillance techniques, surveillance in general has become quite the topic of conversation, especially things such as facial recognition, body cams and dash cams. Although some of these methods were used going back as far as the 1800s (Porter and Dorran, 2000). It has come a long way since then. Now, in some cases, error rates are as low as 0.2%, and reports are coming in large volumes, with 24,000 in the first six months of some of these techniques being introduced. These numbers were backed up and confirmed by the Met Police (2024).

Surveillance is used every day by everyone and is having a large impact of how we look at the world, as its causing involuntary actions as we are aware we are being watched every day (Barratt, 2025). For example, facial recognition is used on a daily basis by the majority of the public to unlock their phone using live facial recognition (Lewis, 2022), but live facial recognition is prohibited by parliament to be used in publicly accessible areas (parliament, 2024). All surveillance techniques have failures and successes but the common denominators of failures that is seen across all types of surveillance is people's concerns of privacy, the government has recognised this and has put measures in place such as the AIA in 2024 for facial recognition and the Data Protection Act 2018, for surveillance such as ring doorbells and dash cams (Lum et al 2019).

Due to technological advancements, surveillance techniques within the police force are forever changing, so it is paramount that the police force and the government keep trying to use fairness in the hopes that it helps all.  


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
The research method used within this work will be qualitative and quantitative, ensuring that I get accurate data to analyse. 
 
The research method that I will be using is a survey, which will allow a wide range of individuals to fill out a more in-depth answer, giving a more qualitative result. The survey will be given to a wide range of the public to collect and analyse data in line with my question on surveillance. 
I have chosen to do a survey because it will ensure I have a source of primary data. It is also easy to set up and share with a large number of individuals. This also allows the survey to be a descriptive method, ensuring a large amount of data is collected from a wide range of the public, enabling the research to explore various aspects of surveillance.  

The data from the survey will be analysed using thematic analysis to look at and analyse the patterns that occur within the results of the survey. This will ensure that the general themes and the large amount of data received is understood. 

There are aways limitations to these types of research and analysis, but it is key that there are unbiased results and that the research is undertaken by people of all ages and genders.    



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Any individual above the age of 18 will be asked to participate in my research, a survey will be used to gain a generalised perspective on surveillance by members of the public. The reason I am doing this is because having such a wide range of target audiences will give a wider range of perspectives and results, thus giving an accurate insight into what the public think as a whole. By asking the questions in the survey, it will give a good source of primary data to analyse. Thus, giving a good base of knowledge to back up the already existing results that have been sourced via secondary research. Given that surveillance is seen in everyone's everyday life, this ensures the findings from the survey are efficient because it is targeting the correct audience.     
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