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John Milton, Areopagitica
This lecture is in two parts: (1) a history of licensing and (2) an exposition of Milton’s Areopagitica.
1. A History of Licensing
· 1530: Henry VIII forbade the printing of ‘any boke or bokes in englisshe tonge, concernynge holy scripture, not before this time printed within this his realme, untyll suche tyme as the same boke or bokes be examyned and approved by the ordinary of the diocese,’ and required approved books to carry ‘the name of the examynour’ and that of the printer.

· 1538: licensing extended to English books of all kinds and responsibility transferred from the church officers to the Privy Council. 
· Edward  VI in 1551
· Mary I in 1553 and 1558
· Elizabeth I in 1559
· Privy Council Order of June 29, 1566: associated the recently incorporated Stationers Company with the administration of the system
· Star Chamber Decree of 1586
· James VI of Scotland and I of England: 1611 and 1613
· Charles I’s Star Chamber Decree of July 11, 1637:

· a general offence to print, import, or sell “any seditious, scismaticall, or offensive Bookes or Pamphlets”; 

· forbade anything to be printed which had not first been licensed and entered in the Stationers’ Register, or anything to be reprinted, though formerly with a license, unless relicensed; 

· the full signed imprimatur was to be printed, along with the names of author and printer.

· limited the number of master printers to twenty, specified the number of presses, journeymen, and apprentices each could have, and made it an offence for anyone to own, work, or provide space for an unlicensed press

· granted the Stationers Company powers to search

· July 5, 1641, the Star Chamber was abolished
· January 29, 1642: House of Commons published an order requiring printers not to print any publication without the name and consent of the author (The Signature Order)

· Order of August 26, 1642, that no person or persons shall print, publish, or utter, any book or pamphlet, false or scandalous to the proceedings of the Houses of Parliament (p. 161)

· grants the Stationers and in the Commons powers of search and seizure. 

· Order, dated March 9, 1643, broadens the scope to all scandalous and lying pamphlets, and adds powers of arrest and imprisonment.

· April, 1643, the Stationers Company petitioned Parliament

· June 14, 1643, Parliament passed the Licensing Order against which Milton wrote the Areopagitica: 

· pre-publication licensing,

· registration,

· signature,

· copyright,

· import control,

· search and seizure,

· arrest,

· imprisonment by order of Parliamentary committee,

· association of the Stationers in administering the Order

· Long Parliament’s Orders of 1647 and 1648

· Commonwealth Parliament Order of 1649 (under this Order Milton served as licenser of Mercurius Politicus, the official newsbook of the Commonwealth and Protectorate) 

· Rump Parliament revived the Order of 1649

· The Lord Protector, Oliver Cromwell’s Order of 1655

2. Milton’s Areopagitica
The argument in four parts:

1. Historical in method, first part declares that the licensing of books was an invention of the Spanish Inquisition, a tribunal established in 1478 to maintain Roman Catholic orthodoxy in Aragon and Castile, and the Council of Trent, which was an ecumenical council of the Roman Catholic Church convened in Trent in the Holy Roman Empire (now modern Italy) between 1545 and 1563, in order to define Church teachings in the areas of Scripture and tradition, and to denounce what it regarded as Protestant heresies. 

2. Reading of bad along with good books is beneficial
a. freeing the issue of censorship or licensing from the influence of Christian authorities and submitting it to the test of reason alone
b. the necessity of temperance given the condition of human life: “That which purifies us is triall, and triall is by what is contrary.”
3. Even if the professed end (to guard faith and manners from infection) were admissible, the licensing of the press would be an ineffective means.

4. The Licensing Order must have very damaging effects
a. discourages learning and denigrates the nation’s teachers and ministers
b. it must weaken the nation’s grip on that measure of truth which it already possesses
c. must hinder the nation’s discovery of further truth beyond that which it now possesses
� Complete Prose Works of John Milton, II: 1643-1648, ed. by Ernest Sirluck (New Haven: Yale University Press; London: Oxford University Press, 1959), p. 159.
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