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Executive Summary

The purpose of this report is to analyse the skills to be needed in Customer Service Manager, in a Retail organisation.  The researcher will identify the duties and what are their responsibilities.  It will also give the opportunity to research Employability skills to both Employers and Employees.   
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Procedure

In today’s world, for many people, a career for life is no longer an issue. Most people will hold jobs, through their working life with a variety of employers. If there are better opportunities elsewhere, we just need to be flexible in our working patterns and be prepared to change jobs. To be flexible, we need a set of skills that are not related to one job but are common across all employment sector.
Customer Service Managers are often looking for skills in an Employee, that go beyond qualifications and experience. While education and experience may make you eligible to apply for a job, but to be successful in that role you will need to have a quality a mix of Employability skills. They are skills necessary for getting, keeping and being successful in a job. Also, they are the skills and attitudes that enable employees to get along with their colleagues, to make critical decisions, solve problems, develop respect and eventually become strong candidate for the organisation. Organisations spend a lot of time and money training staff, for the success of their business.
Different roles require different skill set and abilities. Some of skills are desirable across all employment sectors are: Interpersonal skills are vital when seeking employment and may be the single most important factor for many recruiters. Communication skills, managers look for employee who communicate well both verbally and in writing. Critical thinking skills, the ability to solve problems and make decision can be a huge asset to managers. Leadership skills, is the ability to influence others towards the achievement of a goal. Numeracy skills, understanding of numerical data, statistics and graphs. Finally, Presentation skills, information clearly and effectively is a key skill in the work place, almost in every modern employment area.  
 










Introduction

Customer Service Manager, the most important role is leading and motivating a team of staff to ensure they’re giving the best customer service possible, also the needs of their customers are being satisfied. Their aim is to provide excellent customer service and to promote this idea throughout the organisation. As a researcher the few skills for this type of role looked up on is to be Patience, Clear Communication skills, Ability to use positive language, Ability to read customers, Knowledge of the Product, Acting skills, Leadership and Time Management skills.

The most important skills Managers expect from employees, that every employee needs Attentiveness, not only is it important to pay attention to individual customer interaction, but it’s also important to be mindful and attentive to the feedback that is receive. Good communication skills, when it comes to important points that you need relay clearly to customers, keep it simple and leave nothing to doubt. Also, being Patience, no matter how difficult the circumstance is, being patience will help to calm things down. 

Managers and Employees both must work on same direction to achieve targets for business needs. For instances towards Plan and set goals, Prioritize, Organize, Streamline, Delegate, dedicate time for less pleasant work, manage communication, avoid interruptions, Schedule tasks for peak performance and ensure Proper balance between the Manager and Employee. Effective time management is important for any organisation. Provide employees with the training and tools they need to optimize their performance.   












Findings

As a Customer Service Manager, no matter what Business and Organisation you are in, employers are seeking key skills and experience for each job. Individual with impeccable manners and an ability to be understanding, fair and compassionate are the type of people most of us would like to work with. It is also someone who possesses a strong ethic and will do what it takes to get the work done, that organisations like to hire, and employees want to welcome as a new member of their team.
As a researcher’s point of view Customer Service Manager, will be expected to know the company’s products and policies inside out and be able to communicate it to other members of staff, because customer service jobs can encompass a range of industries, there daily tasks will change depending on what the company does. Possible duties include:
Helping to build customer relations
Recruiting staff and doing appraisals
Arranging staff meetings
Training and development
Handling complaints and queries (from customers and staff)
Sorting security issues
Financial responsibilities
Arranging promotional events

Communication Skills:
Customer Service Managers communication skills are a must in this role, need to be able to motivate, inspire and generally lead a team of people, as well as dealing with any customer enquiries that comes across. Quick thinking are key traits that customer service managers need to have. Other useful skills include, Interested and enjoyment in working with people. Polite and tactful personality, Ability to plan, being Patient, able to work calmly under pressure.
Employees being a good listener is one of the best ways to be a good communicator. Managers expect to see these quality in an employee, who has excellent presentation and negotiation skills. Other skills required when managers hire employees are Confidence, Friendliness, Empathy, Open – mindedness, respect and Nonverbal Communication.

Team Working:
Managers and employees, some (Muchinsky, 2003) have argued that working in groups and teams are the same thing.  Both consist of individuals working together to achieve or complete tasks successfully.  Teamwork is essential to the success of any organisation, even smaller organisation with few employees.  Teamwork allows organisation to blend the strengths and perspectives of all their employees, so that they can achieve organisational goal.  Working as a team helps to maintain productivity and deliver quality customer service. If an employee is out of workplace due to illness or vocations, other members of the team must work together to ensure the work still gets done correctly and on time. This can develop positive attitude and strong relationship between manager and employee. Teamwork is all about being able to operate smoothly and efficiently within a group in any organisation. Managers look out for these skills in employees such as Communication, the ability to compromise and ignore your own ego, and other interpersonal skills such as negotiation, influence, advising and interpreting.
Problem Solving and Decision – Making:
Researcher has researched Solving Problems and Decision Making are important skills for both Customer Service Manager and Employees, which will arise daily in any organisation.  This require outstanding attention and the ability to remain calm under pressure. To ensure that your team is productive, and that workflow runs smoothly, also creative thinking will help to come up with innovation solutions that minimise the impact on your team and the organisation. Managers will be keen to look for these skills in employee, as involving employees in the decision – making process not only empowers them to contribute to the success of an organisation, but also saves the company time and money. The increase in responsibility expands employee skill sets, preparing them for additional responsibility in the future.
In the 1950s, two British individuals, Charles Kepner and Ben Tregoe, identified a decision – making process which became a well-established framework for people solving (Kepner and Tregoe, 2003), the K-T process, which are Define the problem, Describe the problem, Establish possible causes and Verify the true cause.
Motivation, Emotions and Behaviour:
Customer Service Manager controls the key environmental factors necessary to motivate employees. Manager’s commitment to motivating employees through are entrusted with values, shared vision, mission and communication is the fundamental skill that great managers bring to the workplace. Strategic most important factor, that the manager controls, is the relationship with each employee. The ability to motivate employee is creating work environment and organisational culture, that employee satisfaction must exist before employee engagement is possible.
Employee motivation, emotions shape an individual’s belief about the value of a job, a company, or a team. Emotions also affect behaviour at work. Research shows that individuals within your own inner circle are better able to recognize and understand your emotions (Elfenbein & Ambady, 2002). Studies have found that the positive feelings resulting from work experience may inspire you to do something you hadn’t planned to do before.
Researcher Howard Weiss and Russell Cropanzano studied the effect of six major kinds of emotions in the workplace: anger, fear, joy, love, sadness, and surprise (Weiss & Cropanzano, 1996). Their theory argues that specific events on the job cause different kinds of people to feel different emotions. These emotions, in turn, inspire action that can benefit or impede others at work (Fisher, 2002).
Internet giant Google Inc. went on a mission to find the answers, that what are the behaviours of a manager. Based on some extensive, research that involved interviews with their managers, surveys of their employees, and regression analysis of things such as job performance and employee’s satisfaction, Google was able to identify these eight behaviour that make a great manager in Google:
Is a good coach
Empowers the team and does not micromanage
Expresses interest / concern for team member’s and personal wellbeing
Is productive and results – orientated
Is a good communicator – listens and share information
Helps with career development
Has a clear vision / strategy for the team?
Has important technical skills that help him / her advice team
Employees behaviour skills need to have specific skills that enable them to face the demands of modern working life. Customer service managers specialist has claimed, to create a happy and successful firm, employers need to address in order Self – confidence, Time management, Problem solving, Positive thinking, Impact and influencing, Goal setting, Decision making, Healthy living, Life balance, Stress management, Feedback and Conflict resolution.
Time management:
Time management is one of the hardest parts of a Customer service managers job. It requires planning and preparation for every eventuality. One of the things that is most important to the overall success of the company is to utilize time in an efficient and productive manner. If managers do not have time management skills, it will not be able to effectively maximize the efficiency of the company nor will the company be viewed as one who is reliable, dependable, or based upon prioritization and sufficient planning. To conduct a successful business, it requires some of the key factors such as prioritization, implementation, action plans, delegation, critical thinking skills, organization, and decision-making skills. Managers are also pulled in many directions it is important to think at the time what is most important, setting up a calendar symbolizing business appointments, presentations, meetings and other requirements needed to keep the action of the company going in a positive direction. (The journal & resource for Customer Service Managers & Professional’s – website).  
Employees time management Plan and goals, managers should work with their employees to set daily, weekly, monthly goals. For each goal’s setting timeline, breaking into small assignments, considering providing employees with online calendars, simple to-do list or maybe a record book. Prioritize, this process requires effective communication between employees and managers, to ensure that priorities are properly aligned with company goals. To do this, managers must encourage employees to complete the important and urgency tasks with the highest priority first. Organize, workspace to help maximize efficiency, making sure not to mislead or misplace file, documents, tools which could waste the precious time spent on completing these tasks. Streamline, managers and employees should have regular meetings to get their insight on more efficient methods for completing their duty. Delegate, managers working with employees to develop a plan for completing the task, monitor progress, and provide all the necessary resource and support to reach assigned goals. Dedicate time for less pleasant work, if employees been given difficult and complicated tasks, than its managers responsibility to keep employees stay focused, breaking down tasks in small parts giving them schedule specific time to complete. Manage communications, answering phone calls and emails can be very distracting if employees set on tight deadlines, its managers responsibility to make sure employees only responds to urgent communications first. Rest can be dealt later after tasks been completed. Ensure proper balance, its managers responsibility to encourage employees to make regular breaks throughout the day, no matter how well they manage their time at work, they are unlikely to perform at their best if they return to work each day stressed and lack of energy.     
Leadership:
To become a successful Manager, developing good time management skills is essential. To get a number one position, managers need to develop strong interpersonal and conceptual skills. Prioritize tasks, concentrating on the most important things first. If not urgent, answer phone calls and e-mails, at a certain time of the day. Delegating routine tasks, not to delay unpleasant work, its needs to be done at some point, and Eliminate unnecessary paperwork (Davis, et. al., 1992). Different skills vary from job to job, but to some extent, managers be expected to communicate ideas clearly, use time efficiently, and reach sound decisions. Technical skills, develop through job training and work experience. Interpersonal skills, the ability to get along with and motivate other people, more than most other managers, they must use “people skills” to foster teamwork, build trust, manage conflict, and encourage improvement (Perkins, 2000). Conceptual skills, need both strong analytical abilities and strong creative talents. Communication skills, Time management skills, and Decision-Making skills every manager expected.
Employees Leadership skills, managers strive to continuously train employees for future leadership roles. Doing so not only boosts employee engagement and productivity but making employee transitions into leadership roles as seamless as possible. Five strategies managers expect from employee leadership skills, Networking is not only for fun, but essential to individual growth and business development. Acting as a mentor, try implementing a mentorship or job shadow program between team members or departments. This leadership tool can improve both organizational success and team performance by improving employees. Providing opportunities for growth, to ensure employees aren’t leaving those positions, providing them with opportunities to grow so that they can one day follow leadership roles within the company. Maintaining Feedback, a successful feedback loop measures and reviews employee performance to improve future productivity. Finally lead by example, Model and leadership skills employees need to adopt to become great leaders: professionalism, transparency, confidence, commitment and respect.
  





Conclusion (average of 10% of word count)

After researching this report on Management and Employability Skills, for the work place. I have come across conclusion, where I have found out what are the most important Skills and role needed for Employability. These Skills are: Communication skills, Decision-Making skills, Problem- Solving skills, Time management skills, Leadership skills, Team working skills, Critical Thinking, Motivation, Emotion and Behaviour. According to my knowledge and after careful consideration, the three main skills I have found are the most important, for a Manager to look for in an Employee are: 
First their Communication skills, is very important in a Customer Service organisation. Good communication is an essential tool in achieving productivity and maintaining strong working relationships at all levels of an organisation. Effective communication can help to foster a good working relationship between manager and staff, which can in turn improve morale and efficiency. Managers should able to clearly explain company’s policies to customers and clients and answer their questions about their products or services. It is crucial to communicate to ensure managers achieve their goals. Managers who invest time and energy into delivering clear lines of communication will rapidly build trust amongst employees. 
Secondly Time management, good time management allows managers to accomplish more in a shorter period, which leads to more free time for employees, which lets employees take advantages of learning opportunities, lowers managers and employees stress, and helps employees focus, which leads to more career success. Time management benefits managers and employees in all areas of their life. Being productive is one of the main goals of time management, if manager are aware what tasks needs to be done by employees, then they will able to get more done in less time. Being organized results in less rework and mistakes, both for managers and employees, also the time management reputation for both managers and employees will proceed them, at work and in life they will be known as reliable.
Thirdly Leadership skills, developing effective customer service leadership, because organization take on the personality of their leaders. Leadership training and development can maximize productivity, shape a positive culture and promote harmony. Leadership that coaxes great behaviours and performance from customer facing employees is a key to creating a successful customer experience. Giving employees the tools to provide the highest quality services possible is the goal of any customer service manager. Starting with smart recruiting to providing feedback, managers can improve on customer service leadership qualities.    
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