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[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Task 1: 
[bookmark: _j0ij18g0hx49]The Welsh Government (2017), set a goal of providing all learners with the opportunity to be bilingual in Welsh by 2050. Currently, Estyn (2019) recognises that a lack of confidence and Welsh language skills is a common limitation amongst teachers, which ultimately has negatively impacted on the way some pupils learn the language. Henceforth, in order to ensure pupils are given the best language opportunities, it is essential that teachers first develop their confidence and Welsh language skills. Grigg (2010) and Gibbs (1988) suggest that reflective practice is a key approach for successfully developing teachers’ skills. Subsequently, this essay will reflect upon my Welsh language skills and my progression over the past year, utilising this to create targets for future practice. In addition to this, I will also identify approaches and strategies that I will use to enhance my own pedagogical skills in teaching the Welsh language within a primary school. 
[bookmark: _ot0zdbw3fr3d]Last year I created a video showing a lesson I produced for pupils within my Reception class while on my Professional Teaching Experience. I decided to base the lesson around a book "Tedi Twt yn yr Siop", this was chosen as the pupils were looking at money within Mathematics and they had access to a shop provision within the classroom. The pupils were then encouraged to use their Welsh language skills learnt from the book within their everyday play, as Cook (2008) argues this is beneficial for second language acquisition. However, upon reflection, there were many things that I could have improved on such as, my questioning strategies, using gestures to remind the pupils and giving them more varied language patterns. Utilising the Welsh Language Competency Framework (Welsh Government, 2019), I will self-assess both my previous and current Welsh language skills in order to demonstrate progression in my Welsh-speaking, listening, reading and writing skills over the past year. 
[bookmark: _eksshl6is6gu]Firstly, from rewatching my video, I would have placed myself at an "Entry" level for my Welsh oracy skills within the Welsh language competency framework (Welsh Government, 2019). During the time of the video, I felt I was able to ask simple questions, and I was able to use some tenses. However, I lacked confidence in using tenses and more advanced questioning. Therefore, I gave myself a target for developing my questioning strategies to improve my oracy skills. My Welsh oracy skills have developed a lot over the year, and I would now place myself in between the "Foundation" and "Intermediary" levels (Welsh Government, 2019). I would place myself here as I feel I have strong elements of both levels within my Welsh oracy skills. However, I think I should do more to gain a strong intermediate level of Welsh oracy. 
[bookmark: _s4k40agzyhib]Attending Welsh language lectures within the university has enabled me to develop my own self-confidence in using tenses and my questioning ability within the classroom. These sessions included a small variety of approaches such as the audio-lingual approach which involved repeating questions, answers and common phrases (Mart, 2013). This enabled me to learn and memorise common everyday Welsh phrases, sentences and questions. In addition, I also learnt how to ask questions about particular topics that may appear within a primary school, such as shapes within Mathematics. According to Demirezen (2010) and Tehrani, Barati and Youhanaee (2013), this method is not very effective in developing long term pronunciation of a second language; therefore, it can be argued that this is an area that may need to be developed further. However, Abu-Melhim (2009) suggests that although pronunciation is not developed, the approach enables learners to build up their confidence in using the language, which arguably is more effective than pronunciation. 
[bookmark: _sxm3oqsuzp0o]My confidence has increased greatly from using this approach within my lectures, enabling me to use the language a lot more within my daily life. However, I do believe my pronunciation with some unfamiliar sentences and questions does need to be developed further. Lord (2010) suggests that pronunciation can be developed from listening to good role-models for the language, henceforth, I will begin to watch programmes on S4C such as the news or popular television programmes as this will increase my familiarity with the language and pronunciation. With regards to my methods and approaches to teaching Welsh as a second language, I will begin to adopt the audio-lingual approach when first introducing a new language to the pupils, as this will develop their confidence in speaking and learning the phrases before using them within activities (Wang, 2009).
[bookmark: _nx8sftq2phei]Next, I would place my listening skills at an "Entry" level during the time of the video, as I was able to understand and respond to what was being said. I believe I have developed my Welsh listening skills and I would now place myself at a "Foundation level" (Welsh Government, 2019), as I have been exposed to different verb tenses within my university lectures and I can understand and respond to what others are saying. However, to advance in my Welsh language skills, I will need to extend my knowledge of Welsh outside of school subjects using everyday language. Chang and Millett (2013) suggest second language listening skills could be developed by listening and reading the language at the same time, as they found it increased the fluency of the second language. This would be effective for my own Welsh language development as I could listen to Welsh audiobooks whilst I read along. In addition to this, I could listen to the Welsh radio or podcasts whilst in my car as this would expose myself to the language outside the classroom and henceforth develop my fluency (Constantine, 2007). 
[bookmark: _hggtt4v0208c]In relation to my Welsh pedagogical skills, I did not enable my pupils to progress effectively with their speaking and listening skills in the video. It could be suggested that the pupils' progress was hindered due to a lack of constant evaluation of pupils’ language skills (Garcia, 2008). Consequently, in future Welsh language lessons, I will ensure there is a good range of appropriate assessment for learning strategies which will enable me to evaluate the learners' language skills effectively (Black, Harrison and Lee, 2003). In addition to this, Roiha (2014) found that differentiation in language can be very beneficial for supporting the progress of pupils. Therefore, in future practices, I will ensure my lessons are differentiated effectively in order to enable the pupils to achieve their full potential. 
[bookmark: _v62ir587mel0]I believe my Welsh reading skills were suitable for the choice of book in the video last year, as I felt confident in reading the story, and I was able to pronounce the words correctly. Therefore, I would place myself at a "Foundation" level for my Welsh reading skills for last year (Welsh Government, 2019). However, over the past year, I have progressed a small amount in my ability to read and understand Welsh. From attending Welsh lectures in the university, I have been exposed to different types of texts, such as plays and scripts and I would now place my Welsh reading skills at a low "intermediate" level (Welsh Government, 2019). In order to progress these skills further, I should begin to broaden my understanding of a wider range of texts, such as newspaper articles and emails (Qanwal and Karim, 2014). As mentioned previously, a successful approach I could use to develop my reading skills would be to listen and read to the language within podcasts and on television. This would enable me to recognise the pronunciation more effectively, and it would expose me to a wider variety of language (Guichon and McLornon, 2008). With regards to my pedagogical skills of reading, I would like to begin to introduce gestures and good quality imagery to support learners within the lower Foundation Phase with their reading skills. Jones and Plass (2002) suggest the use of images alongside reading can enable the learners to process the language more effectively.
[bookmark: _k3es8y2uyb2y]During the time of the video, I was beginning to write more complex sentences for educational purposes. Thus, I would have placed myself at the "Foundation" level (Welsh Government, 2019). I feel I have improved my writing skills to an "Intermediary" level, as I am beginning to recognise common errors in writing and I can write short paragraphs on most everyday subjects (Welsh Government, 2019). However, in order to improve my writing skills more, I should expose myself to more informal written Welsh in order to familiarise myself with the language. Brooks (2018) suggests using a wider range of resources such as newspapers and radio stations can not only develop fluency but it can create exposure that is beneficial for developing second language writing skills. The video I created last year did not exemplify my Welsh writing skills; however, as I was working with a young group of learners, I felt this was not needed. Upon reflection, it may have been useful to begin to introduce the learners to simple Welsh sentences. Estyn (2013) identified within the Foundation Phase, learners reading and writing skills in Welsh were generally underdeveloped. Thus, emphasising the need to develop these skills amongst the Foundation Phase pupils. Henceforth, in future Welsh lessons, I will begin to involve meaningful writing tasks to enable the learners to familiarise themselves with the language in written form (Hyland, 2004). 
[bookmark: _5f0a6x8430ed]To conclude, I feel as though my pedagogical and Welsh language skills have improved over the past year. However, I believe I can improve my skills by adjusting my own learning technique and by improving my own teaching methods for my pupils within the classroom. Henceforth, I am setting myself targets for next year to develop my methods and approaches of teaching Welsh within the classroom, have a varied assessment for learning strategies, read a larger variety of Welsh texts such as newspaper articles.
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