
Name: Kelly Jones
Module: SJTA5007/ Exploring Behavior and Interventions in the Learning Environment
Student Number: 1502756
Select a number of personal characteristics that influence children’s behavior and demonstrate a range of practical interventions devised to promote positive behavior in the classroom
In this assignment the writer is going to present a personal project which will look at a number of personal characteristics that influence children’s behavior, the writer will also demonstrate a range of practical interventions that are devised to promote positive behavior in the classroom.  The writer will critically analyze the interventions that work and the ones that do not work, she will look at the positives and negatives to each intervention. The writer will include lots of their personal experience, along with relevant research. The writer understands, from her employment of working in a local infant school, (which will be referred throughout the assignment as School A) that bad behavior is one of the biggest barriers to learning and it can be very tough on the teachers and staff who work with the children. It is true to say that if the teacher is unhappy, they will therefore not deliver their full potential and enthusiasm to their students, which will consequently fail their students, to deny them from reaching their full potential. From Looking at the Teacher Support Network and Family Lives Behavior Survey (2010) it shows a shocking statistic, that over seventy per cent of teachers admitted that they have considered quitting their profession over the unacceptable pupil behavior. This therefore leads the writer to question is their enough being done to tackle behavior issues. Poor behavior can be influenced by many different factors and some can be possible to manage, but that is only if it is managed effectively and this is something which the writer will discuss throughout the assignment. 
There are many different types of behavior which can be shown and these behaviors can be displayed by many different factors, which will be explained throughout this assignment. School A has numeral different behavioral issues in the classrooms but the school is lucky to be able to have a separate class, which is detached onto the school and this classroom is called the Blossom Room which is a Specialist Unit that supports the children who have severe Additional Learning Needs. The children in there have signs and symptoms of having different learning needs, one of them being Autism. The child shows that they have autistic tendencies because they have severe problems with communicating with staff and peers and they get extremely distressed whilst doing so, which will lead them to having a major breakdown and lash out at staff and peers. The child has toileting issues, where they are still in a nappy at the age of six years old, with no interest of using the toilet. This particular child has an immense interest with a particular toy, which at the minute are dinosaurs. They have a visual time table and a plan do review where they stick two aspects of the day into a book, so that he knows exactly what is expected of him at that particular time. All staff in School A have had Autism training, which they found very useful. Another child who is in the Blossom Tree class show that they may have Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), because the individual is easily distracted, they struggle to stop talking, even when it is not appropriate to do so and they would be best described as a blur of energy. Because of these signs, the child found it extremely hard to cope in a mainstream class and was distracting the rest of the pupils in his class, by displaying significant challenging behavior. Another example of a child who is in the class also is a little girl who wears a there is a hearing impairment. The specialist staff undertook deaf awareness training to enable them to provide effective support, such as learning how to use sign language and how to check their hearing aids are working correctly, the specialist staff would always have the appropriate professional training to ensure that their knowledge and skills are kept up to date. The unit currently has six children a day, with two full time Specialist trained staff, one being a Teacher and the other one a Teaching Assistant. The staff do not work from the Curriculum, but focus on basic skills, such as going to the toilet, brushing their teeth, and staff will then bring in counting, letter recognition, how to hold a pencil etc. when the child is ready. The children all enjoy coming to school and the environment is positive and friendly. From there being only a small amount of children attending the class, communication with parents is fantastic, with each child having a home school diary and a visual time table both for in school and to use at home. Even though the Specialist Centre is great, the children in the Specialist Unit have to go into the mainstream class in the afternoons and they are encouraged to attend assembly like the rest of the school. The writer states how these children can not cope in a main stream class, so why are they set up to fail? In a mainstream class the writer says how the class sizes have gone ridiculous and it is no wonder some pupils are badly behaved and teachers are at breaking point, how on earth are the children who are finding their work difficult; getting the right attention, well the answer is … they are not! Richard Adams (2015) states that ‘One in 20 classes now contain more than the statutory maximum of 30 children per teacher as number of pupils rises by 2%’, which the writer recalls as disgraceful and that it does not at all promote good classroom management. To promote good behavior in the classroom, good classroom management is essential, the class size needs to be manageable to enable the teacher to deal with all their pupils’ needs; the teacher needs to be enthusiastic and passionate about making their pupils achieve by acknowledging each and every one of their needs. They should have the right voice for the children to listen, to make lessons exciting, so that the children will learn. Wales Online (2011) talks about how lots of schools, use their Higher Level Teaching Assistants (HLTA) to cover the teacher’s PPA time, instead of getting in another qualified teacher, this makes the shocking figure that the HILTA has four weeks of teaching which scarily means that the children have not got access to the qualified teacher for four weeks, this disgusts the writer.
Each child who has an intervention will require an Individual Educational Plan (IEP). Kristin Stanberry (2011) explains how it is the law that all children from three years old and above must have an IEP if they have an Additional Learning Needs. She says how it is an important legal document and gives people who work with the child a clear outlook on that child. It is easy to see how progression is made and measured. They are a friendly document which has a picture of the child on it, along with what their likes and dislikes are. The IEP’s are displayed on the door of the classroom, so that anyone can see them. The writer finds the purpose of the IEP’s extremely beneficial as it informs everyone who works with the child what they should focus on, it allows to plan for progression, and can monitor effectiveness because if something isn’t working then they can ask why it isn’t working. The IEP’s are shared with the child and their parents so that they become more involved in their learning and can work towards specific targets. 
A positive about how School A, promotes positive behavior, is that all staff that are involved with working with the children in the school are required every six weeks to discuss the School Improvement Plan. This is a document that helps evaluate the school’s progression; it looks at what the school is doing well and what they need to improve on. The Head teacher looks at the children’s incerts, which is an online tracking system and they can see how each child is getting on, what their targets are and if they are if they need to improve on something in particular. From looking at the incerts, staff will then be able to select the children who need to be considered to have an intervention for a short period of time to enable them to meet their targets, until it is reviewed again.  Interventions in School A enable the children to have one to one time, with a Teaching Assistant who is funded by the Pupil Deprivation Grant and they have their own area in the school, where they carry out these interventions on the children. The room is made to suit all children’s’ needs and abilities (i.e. One child has autistic tendencies, so therefore the room is plain with minimal colour on it).  Interventions can be anything from doing catch up work, that the particular child needs, reading and NESSY (which is a literacy programme, designed to help young children)  Interventions are also a positive way of dealing with children’s behavior, for example if a child was struggling to manage in class, then they would require an intervention and one which was extremely effective for a child, who acted like the class clown and was extremely disruptive in the classroom so therefore the intervention involved the child to make a booklet all about himself, on what he likes, dislikes, his family, his favorite food, what makes him angry, what makes him sad and so on. Once the booklet was created, the child took great pleasure in showing all the other members of staff his booklet along with show them in assembly. He was very proud and it made him feel special rather, than having the negative attention all the time. Even though that intervention was successful that time, the writer would argue that it would not be the case for everyone and that what if that child got used to that attention and want it all the time, something which just is not realistic, another thought that the writer had on that particular intervention is that what if all of the other children could rebel to try and get the same attention. The priority for the interventions is the children who have Free School Meals because these children are automatically entitled to an intervention. The writer feels strongly that this is very unfair because some of the children who are on Free School Meals are doing fantastically in their school work but having the intervention, unlike someone who would really benefit from having an intervention but can not just because they are not on Free School Meals. It seems as though it is like post code lottery and it really is not fair and in the writer’s opinion it should not be acceptable. Sue Mcleod (2017) talks about Maslow and the Hierarcy of Needs and she said it was his theory which encouraged schools to introduce breakfast club as Maslow says how children need a proper diet to enable them to concentrate and this would affect their performance in the classroom. Maslow links these problems to children who come from troubled homes and this is why schools have introduced breakfast clubs where children can receive food before the school day for a small price or even for free. This is also part of the Pupil Deprivation Grant and some schools use it to pay for breakfast club, which the writer feels is a better option.
Parental influences have a huge impact on children’s behavior, this is because often the parents will act to their child how they were treated when they were growing up, for example if the child’s parent had a bad upbringing or hated education, it will rub off on to their children. The writer goes on to say that the environment that children grow up in also has an impact on the kind of characteristics that children develop. For example if a child is brought up by families who are constantly in conflict, the children will be drawn into many arguments and disagreements, they are  more likely to become withdrawn and grow up  with a fiery personality. Another example would be if a family do not have any sort of structure in their household, it is more likely that these children will be far more impulsive and will get into more trouble than children who come from a structured household. An intervention that School A decided to do was to hold a weekly family learning programme, which they named SHARE. Parents, grandparents or whoever the children wanted to bring in would be invited to the school for a morning where, tea, coffee and biscuits were provided, along with a workshop to get them working and interacting with their child effectively. Each Term would have a different theme. The first one was Reading, the session would start by having circle time and the teacher would explain how important it is to read with children, along with role modeling for them to do it effectively. The teacher  gave targets, such as if they read with their child five nights in a row then their child would be able to get a sticker, if it carried on for a whole term then a free book would be issued. The parents then were encouraged to go around the classroom and participate in all the different activities that were available for them. It was a great chance for the parents to communicate with other parents and ask the teacher any questions  For the small amount of children whose parent/s did not attend, then they were grouped with another staff member to go around and complete the workshop and them children were given as much attention and encouragement as possible. The BBC (2017) defines Family Learning as ‘family learning is an effective way of providing parents the skills and knowledge to support their children’s education. It also provides a non – threatening route back into education’. 
School A tries to help children’s self – esteem by regular praise, appropriate interventions, peer mentoring and rewards. Self- esteem does vary with children. Often you see children with good self – esteem, have great confidence, communication and are able to handle difficult challenges which they may face unlike a child who is experiencing negative self – esteem and these children are more likely to have a negative attitude and shy away from any responsibility. Therefore interventions to raise self – esteem is essential. But the writer argues that in school it is either the Gifted children, (who are the children who are doing extremely well), or the children who struggle and have disruptive behavior that get the most attention, leaving very minimal attention for the children who are in the middle. The Key Support Services (2007) say how schools should have a clear ethos, which will set out high expectations, so that all pupils can reach them and they should have visible policies on bullying and behavior; this is something which the writer feels as though school A needs to work on as there are currently not a bullying or a behavior policy in place that is accessible to everyone.
In conclusion, the writer has written a number of characteristics that effect behavior and has included her personal experience of working in School A, to talk about what behaviors they have and what interventions they use. The writer has critically evaluated these and backed them up with psychological evidence and research. Even though it is clear to see that School A has some effective interventions to help challenging behavior, there is still room for improvement. The writer feels strongly that more money needs to be put back in to education, to enable schools to get the support that they really need.
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