Safeguarding Practical Performance Project - Part 2 

According to the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC), child abuse is defined as when a child is intentionally harmed by either an adult or another child. This can be over time, or as a one-off action. Child abuse can be physical, sexual, emotional or cyber. It is important to note that child abuse is also a lack of love, care or attention. This is otherwise known as neglect. It is vital to have the ability as schools’ staff to recognise signs and symptoms of abuse. According to South Gloucestershire Children’s Partnership, the signs and symptoms of abuse can vary from each child. However, it is important to note that disabled children are particularly vulnerable to abuse. As stated by South Gloucestershire Children’s Partnership, by understanding the signs and symptoms of child abuse, schools’ staff can acknowledge any issues as soon as possible. According to Buckler (2023), it is important for schools’ staff to remain alert and not miss opportunities to take appropriate action. Although, neglect is not always straightforward to establish. Buckler (2023) also states that neglect may take place if a parent becomes either physically or mentally incapable of caring for their child. The child’s parents may also suffer with addiction, such may be a contributing factor as to why they cannot care for their child, or they may struggle to care for their child and themselves. When looking at the Case Study, which is Case Study 2, it is important to review the whole situation. In Case Study 2, Ben has started coming into school with dirty clothing, unwashed, or unbrushed hair or teeth. This has been happening for the past month. He also appears to be hungry and was caught taking sandwiches from another child’s bag. He became upset when questioned about this, and mentioned that his Mum did not go shopping this week. According to the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) (2024), neglect is defined as a long-term failure to provide a child’s basic needs. The NSPCC states there are four different types of neglect - Physical, Educational, Emotional and Medical neglect. According to Healey (2018), child indicators of neglect include consistent hunger and poor hygiene, being chronically unclean, and begging or stealing food. These three child indicators of childhood neglect all link back to Case Study 2. Healey (2018) also states that other child indicators of neglect include consistent lack of supervision, abandonment and inappropriate dress. According to Buckler (2023), keeping a record in a chronological order, in order of what happened and when is essential. This can help illustrate what is happening to the child. Ensuring that accounts of events are put in a chronological order can ensure that action can be taken when necessary. As explained by the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC), if a child reveals they are being abused, it is important to be patient with the child, and for the schools’ staff not to express their own thoughts or feelings about the situation. Practitioners should ensure the child is aware the abuse is not their fault, and that they are taken seriously. It is vital that schools’ staff explain to the child what is going to happen next. This will be dependent on their age and should be explained in age appropriate language. In order to report information accurately, it is important to identify the type of abuse the child may be experiencing. In Ben’s case, he and his brother are both experiencing neglect. The NSPCC (2023) defines neglect as an ongoing failure to meet a child’s basic needs. The UK Government (2015) states that as schools’ staff or individuals who work within an organisation surrounding children, it is vital to question behaviours alone with the child if their behaviour seems unusual, and take appropriate action, if required. As stated by the UK Government (2015), schools’ staff (both teaching and non-teaching) concerns should be brought to the schools’ safeguarding lead. The designated safeguarding lead will typically decide to make a referral to children’s social care. 

In line with the Welsh Government’s Working Together To Safeguard Policy (2014), wherever child abuse is suspected, a report must be made as soon as possible to the local authorities. However, if there are suspicions that a child is at immediate risk, then it is recommended that the emergency services are contacted in order to prevent further harm to the child or children. Although, it is always recommended by the Welsh Government’s Working Together To Safeguard Policy (2014) to discuss any issues with parents or guardians, and seek their consent to file a report, if applicable. This course of action should only be taken if the child is not at significant risk of harm. It is important to determine if a child is at significant risk, prior to discussing any safeguarding concerns with their guardians. If practitioners do not do this, it could result in the situation escalating for the child, as mentioned by the NSPCC (2023). As specified by the UK Government’s What to do if you’re worried a child is being abused (2015) document, if a member of staff feels that a child is being harmed, or is in need, then it is vital to refer to Children’s Social Care. The Government’s document also states that if any further signs are noticed, then to continue to report and refer. If a staff member reports and refers to Children’s Social Care, this may result in the reporter being asked to participate in an Early Help Assessment (section 17 of the Children’s Act 1989) or a Child Protection Inquiry (section 47 of the Children’s Act 1989). The UK Government’s What to do if you’re worried about a child is being abused (2015) document states, if a child is found to be at continued risk of significant harm, then an initial child protection conference will need to take place. Multiple different agencies who work closely with the child and their family will need to take part in the conference. For example, General Practitioners, teachers and police officers. This shows how vital multi-agency work is in a childcare setting. As stated by Wate, multi-agencies need to review and analyse all relevant information, while discussing how to protect the child in need. The UK Government’s Information Sharing: Advice for Practitioners Providing Safeguarding Services to Children, Young People, Parents and Carers (2018) expresses that if a practitioner or staff member has concerns about a child’s safety or wellbeing, they should share the child’s information with the correct professionals. For example, the police or Children’s Social Care. However, police should always be called immediately if there are concerns about a crime being committed. The UK Government’s Information Sharing: Advice for Practitioners Providing Safeguarding Services to Children, Young People, Parents and Carers (2018) states that all decisions regarding information sharing should be recorded. This includes the reasons why the information is being shared, and with who the information is being shared. Although, if information is not being shared, then it is good practice to record the reasons why the information is not being shared. 

As specified by the UK Government's Working Together to Safeguard Children (2018) document, all practitioners should follow the principles of the Children's Acts 1989 and Children’s Acts 2004. These acts state that the welfare of children is vital and children are best looked after within their families, with parents playing a full role within their lives. Although, sometimes, mediation within family life can be necessary. This document also discusses that children may be vulnerable to neglect and other types of abuse. Where abuse and neglect are recognised, it is vital that practitioners put the children first when coming to a decision about what action is best to take. These points discussed within the Working Together to Safeguard Children (2018) document go hand in hand with aspects of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), specifically Article 3. Article 3 (best interests of the child) state that ‘The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all decisions and actions that affect children’. This indicates that as practitioners and early years workers, it is vital to be taking a child-centred approach in regards to any safeguarding concerns, while working alongside families, not against them. In accordance with the UK Government’s Keeping Children Safe in Education (2023) Policy, all staff have a responsibility to provide a safe environment where children can learn and develop. The Keeping Children Safe in Education (2023) Policy also discusses how every school or setting should have a Designated Safeguarding Lead, who will provide support to staff to ensure help is provided for practitioners to carry out their safeguarding responsibilities. The points discussed within the above policy go together with Article 19 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). Article 19 (protection from violence, abuse and neglect) declares that ‘Governments must do all they can to ensure that children are protected from violence, abuse, neglect and bad treatment by their parents or anyone else who looks after them’. This suggests that as staff who work in early years settings and may come across vulnerable children, it is essential that we are aware of how to report any concerns surrounding abuse or neglect to the correct individuals, such as a designated safeguarding lead, as early as possible, in order to prevent any further risk to the child or children. Article 19 of the UNCRC also suggests that it is important to raise concerns with social services as soon as possible, if practitioners are unsure who their safeguarding lead is, or if they feel uncomfortable going to them about particular concerns.        
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