Past Peoples, Present Societies: Research Methods and Skills (HPHI7016)
Part 1
Janet E Burton, 'Authority and Conflict at the Cistercian Abbey of Strata Florida,' Welsh History Review/Cylchgrawn Hanes Cymru, 29/3 (2019), pp. 377–407

Reading Janey Burtons article was a completely new subject and historical timeline for me.  I have no prior knowledge of Strata Florida, other than to know of its location here in Wales.

The article informed the me that this was the first time that research into this specific subject had been undertaken.  This gave me an understanding of the motivation of the author to research the subject in depth, for her to discover more and to inform other academics and the public of her findings..  

A quick search of the author reveals their interests in specific areas of research and previous works.  This can and may be of use for the readers own research topic because this information is useful in further research and study.   

 The use of footnotes enables the reader to identify the research routes that were taken.  

Within this article Janet E Burton used material from the
‘National Archives’ in both London and Cardiff and also the archives of Aberystwyth, Wales.
Books, journals, and others research papers were used to support the authors findings.
Research was accessed using the internet and web pages were identified within the footnotes.

I particularly found the extent of the research both informative and interesting.  The reference to poets as well as the archival materials made me realise that there is an almost inexhaustible web of resources and not always clear in the beginning of research.

The use of and references to the work of others also showed how it should not be assumed that one should not challenge the conclusions of others work.

Some of the primary sources within this work were the documents accessed at the National Archives and also the Welsh Diocese records.  

I must admit to my assessment being a little rushed and incomplete, but I am inspired by the footnotes and this article to make my further study and research broader and to encourage me to explore avenues that may seem less obvious.








Part 2
‘A PERMANENT CIVILISING EFFECT’?
The impact of reforming working-class museum
visitors in Liverpool during the nineteenth century
Alexander Scott

I am very keen to read social history, particularly the 18th and 19th centuries.  This chapter is rich with information and like Janet E Burton’s journal article, the resources and research materials are found in footnotes.   Unlike Janet’s work the footnote, bibliography and other resource information is found at the end of the written work.

Primary resources referenced include newspapers, The Times and Mercury, ad further primary sources are from both town records and Hansard.  

I found interesting and informative the reference to Hill’s writing, where he brings into question the available primary sources and whose voice and opinions are used.

Town record office documents are shown as a source of research, I am unsure if unprinted documents would require the author/researcher to visit physical record offices or would this information be available online for viewing.

Alexander Scott at the beginning of the chapter informs the reader of where the majority of materials were sourced, namely ‘archival material (newspaper, annual reports, minute books)’, on reading the work it is noted that the works of others is used and referenced.

Again this work demonstrates that there are numerous avenues for research and that there is also an importance to cross reference and not rely upon one source.


