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Abstract
The study that was conducted in the seminar showed the results were that the participants had recalled more white faces than black faces. Previous studies that have been conducted have suggested that individuals are own race-biased. Literature has suggested that individuals are own race biased that individuals that already have prejudice attitudes are more likely to have recognize own face races than other race faces. Also it suggests that individuals are more own race-bias because they have limited contact with other races. 





























Introduction. 
Studies have shown that individuals that are the same race recognize faces more accurately than faces from other races. The fact that individuals recognize same race faces more confidently and quickly is not understood clearly. (Cited by Chiroro, 1995) A study that had been conducted had used four different hypotheses that take into account the recognition of race on faces.  
The first hypotheses had not been supported by any findings which was one race might be naturally too difficult to recognise faces of other races.  The second hypotheses was that own race-bias was down to the fact that individuals that have racially prejudice attitudes recognize faces of other races less than their own race.  This hypotheses was ruled out as it was found that there were no links between racially prejudice attitudes and recognizing faces from the same race and other races. (Chiroro and Valentine, 1995) The third hypotheses suggested that the recognition of faces of other races was poorer due to superficial orientating at encoding conditions. It was found that both encoding and superficial conditions had a notable own race bias in face recognition.(Chiroro and Valentine, 1995) The fourth hypothesis was that individuals might be own- race biased but it could be down the fact that they have limited contact with people from different races. The evidence for the hypothesis is diverse as it is suggested that people who live in segregated neighbourhoods show a significant own race bias than white children who did not live in a segregated neighbourhood. But there were no differences between black children. (Chiroro and Valentine, 1995)
Own race biases happen very early on during childhood and this can cause stereotypes, when individuals age, experiences with other race and own race face preferences for social partners emerge.  (Gizelle,A.,2013). Perception of own-race biases is more likely to derive from relating to specific social groups. Individuals can have a preference and a recognition advantage for a certain race group if they have had different experiences with different race faces or their own. 
Perception categorizes individuals into unfamiliar and familiar groups, a study suggest that if individuals were introduced to individuals form different race groups earlier on then this would reduce individuals having an own-race recognition biases, stereotyping and having social preference’s and that having experiences later on in life with different races increase race face recognition. Participants that took part in the study the recognition of faces had hypothesized that they would recall more white faces than black faces. Previous studies that have been conducted on face recognition have suggested that more white faces are recalled. Five eyewitnesses in 1971 had wrongly accused five  black men of a murder that was based of "what they had saw" there were no evidence thinking these men to the crime, only eyewitnesses on face recognition .  (Meissner and Brigham, 2001) The consistency of own-race bias effects racial groups has suggested that white participants are 2.5 the variance more likely to be effected by own race bias that black participants. (Meissner and Brigham, 2001)
Methods.
Participants
The participants who took part in the recognition of faces study were 29 students which were 7 males and 22 females from the ages of 18 to 60. The M is 27.31 and the SD is 10.81.  The 29 participants were first year students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David studying a degree in Psychology. All the participants in the study were white. 
 Design
The Design of the study was a within subjects and a paired sample t test to recall faces of different ethnicity’s was used. The IV that was used were black faces and white faces. The DV was how many faces the participants remembered.  
Materials
The materials that were used to conduct this study was a power point to create a presentation. Appendix A. The presentation that was shown to the participants had shown 12 individual faces in part 1 of the study for 2 seconds each. The faces that were shown in the presentation were 6 white faces and 6 black faces. 36 faces were shown in total. The participants were each given a response sheet which the participant had the state their gender, ethnicity and age (participants did not have to disclose this information). The recall sheet appendix   also had space to report their responses. 
Procedure
Participants were provided with a consent form Appendix B and were then instructed to watch a power point presentation, the power point presentation stated more additional instructions for the participants to follow. The participants were asked to remain silent for the study. The power point presentation slide counted down 3, 2, 1, for the beginning of the presentation of the power point with the 12 faces. The lecturer then distracted the participants by talking for 1 minute. 
For part 2 of the study, the participant were then instructed to look back at the power point for further instructions. Part 2 of the study showed the participants 6 pages of imagines which contained 6 faces per page. The participants then had the write down the numbers that they thought were associated with the faces that they had seen in part 1. The power point had instructed the participants that some of the slides did not contain any pictures, other slides may contain 1 or 2 faces they had seen in part 1.  After the presentation of the 36 faces, the participants were then asked to record on the response sheet. Appendix C. of the 12 faces they had seen in part 1 of the study. After the study had finished the debrief form was shown in a group setting by being presented on the power point screen.
Results
The results of this study were calculated by using a t test, the calculations for the t-test were calculated by hand. Appendix D. The study was conducted to see if the participants would recall white faces or black faces better, the recall of white faces. The results of the study show that the participants had recalled more black faces than white faces (M = 2.67, SD = 1.97). The recall of black faces: (M =3.34 SD = 2.42). (The SD of the study= 0.232 and D= 0.232). The result suggest that the t (28) = 3.12, p< 0.05 therefore the t is significant. However the hypothesis was that more white faces would be recalled, the results suggested that more black faces were recalled therefore the hypothesis has to be rejected.   
Discussion 
  The hypothesis stated that the participants in the study would recall more white faces than black faces however the participants in the study recalled more black faces than white faces, therefore the hypothesis must be rejected. Most studies suggest that white faces are recalled more. 
To improve future studies instead of conducting a group setting, studies could be conducted individually, as there could be less distractions. While the study could be conducted individually is also could be done in a lab setting on a computer with instructions on the screen, all the participants would be able to see the pictures the same size.  With a group setting the pictures could have been in different sizes as pupils were sat at different angles and at the back and front of the class.  
Future studies could be improved by participants being from different ethnicities. The 29 participants who all participated in the group study were all from one ethnicity group. Chiroro 1995 suggested that people are own-race biased and they recognize their own race face more than other race face because they have had limited contact with other races.  Studies that have suggested with the ORB effect have criticised that other memory recall tasks are not carried out and the participants are mostly tested to discriminate between faces of other races by using a standard recognition paradigm.  (Meissner and Brigham, 2001)
For the faces of recognition task there were only 29 students who took part for the next study for future studies if there were more participants who took part then generalizability can be taken from then data. 
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 Study Consent Form
 I understand that taking part in this research study will involve me viewing a number of faces and attempting to recall the faces I have already seen.
I understand that this study consists of two parts. Part one will take approximately two minutes and will consists of me viewing a number of faces. For part two, I understand that I need to pay attention to the faces being presented and record which faces were shown in part one. 
I understand that participation in this study is entirely voluntary and I am free to withdraw at any time without giving a reason. I am aware that if I have concerns about the study I can discuss these concerns with the researcher at any time during or after the study.
I understand that the information provided by me will be used for the purpose of providing data for analysis, but that this data will be held confidentially and anonymously, with a code assigned in place of my name. These data will be stored in accordance with the Data Protection Act.
I also understand that at the end of the study I will be provided with a debrief form and the opportunity to discuss any issues with the researcher.
 
I, ___________________________________( NAME) consent to participate in the study conducted by Stacey Coleman, School of Psychology, University of Wales Trinity Saint David,  Swansea.
 
Participant Signature:________________________________________________
 
Date:___________________
 
Name and signature of researcher taking consent:
Stacey Coleman       [image: ]



Appendix B. 
The power point presentation that was shown to the participants. 

Appendix C 
Research Methods Data Collection Study
 
Please specify your gender:
1. Male
2. Female
3. Other
4. Prefer not to say
 
Please state your age: _______________________________
 
Please state your ethnicity: ___________________________
 
 
Please use the space below to record your responses to Part Two of this study.
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