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Today's session

• Introduction to module aims and 
objectives, including the assignment 
specifications

• Reflect upon and refine the focus of our 
intended research

• Consolidate the knowledge and skills 
gained in ECDE7002 and ECDE7016 and 
apply them in making decisions about 
research design



Introductions



Task 1

Consider the following: 
o Is your proposed research from 

ECDE7002 a project you want to take 
forward?

o If so, what alterations might you 
make? Can you refine / develop / 
amend it?

o If not, then identify an area of 
research interest that you want to 
explore in this module. 

Consider the question: 
What gap in knowledge or 
understanding will your research fill?



Module 
Handbook



Module Aims 
and 

Outcomes





Dates and 
Times:





Submission Date:

Monday 27th April 2026: 
23:59

Return Date:

Wednesday 27th May 2026: 

12:00



Assessment Component 1
40%

Written Assignment: 3200 words

Select an issue in education that you wish to explore.
 
Present a short literature review to justify why the issue 
is important to the community.

Establish clear research question(s), aims and objectives 
for the research.



Assessment Component 1: 
Suggested Structure



Assessment Component 2
40%

Written Assignment: 3200 words

Describe and critically evaluate the philosophical 
worldview that underpins your research, justifying why it 
is appropriate. 

Present a plan for an appropriate data collection process 
and associated analysis of the data, reflecting on its 
strengths and limitations.



Assessment Component 2: 
Suggested Structure



Assessment Component 3
20%

Written 
Assignment 
(1600 words 
equivalent)

Complete a draft of the UWTSD Ethics 
Form for your proposed research 
project.

Ensure that you consider consent 
/assent processes for all your 
participants.



Upcoming sessions on ethics

The Ethics Committee are holding monthly online drop-in sessions for students (and 
staff) to ask any ethics related questions. Whether you need support with your PG2 form 
or grappling with an unexpected ethical issue in your research, this is for you!

4th February 2026: 13.00

4th March 2026: 13.00

22nd April 2026: 13.00

More details and joining link can be found on the Doctoral College Platform events page 
here.

UWT - VeryConnect 

https://doctoralcollege.uwtsd.ac.uk/events
https://doctoralcollege.uwtsd.ac.uk/events
https://doctoralcollege.uwtsd.ac.uk/events


Post-It Task:

• What were the key 
learning/ development 
points from ECDE7002 
and ECDE7016?

• Can you note what you 
need or would like to 
develop further during 
ECDE7012?



Key Questions

• What is/are the gap(s) in knowledge or 
understanding that the research 
project seeks to fill?

• What is/are the research question(s) 
that will address these gaps?

• What is the nature of the knowledge or 
understanding to be generated? • What else do you 

need to know / to 
tell the reader?

Why this, why now? 

What makes you 
think this?



Task 2

Are you able to answer the following questions?

 What is the area of research that you want to 
explore? - a research problem being addressed? 
(What? Why?)

 Do you have ideas of research questions?

 Do you know what your research methods will 
be? (How? Why?)

 Do you know what you research paradigm might 
be? (Why?)

 What perspectives and experiences do you 
bring to your research that might influence 
the outcomes?

 Is there any further reading that you need to 
plan for?



Break



What is research design?





KWL 
Task







Research Design Task



Scenario



Stormshower task



Research Problem



Research Problem Statement: a clear, concise summary of 
the problem that you wish to address. It should:

• Contextualise the problem. What do we already 
know? Where and when does the problem arise? 
Who does the problem affect? What attempts have 
been made to solve the problem? Has the problem 
been defined/explored in academic literature?

• Describe the exact issue your research will address. 
What do we still need to know?

• Show the relevance of the problem. Why do we need 
to know more about this? What will happen if the 
problem is not addressed? Who will feel the 
consequences? Does the problem have wider 
relevance or significance? How will resolving the 
problem advance the understanding of the topic?

• Set the objectives of the research. What will you do to 
find out more?



Example:

"Despite the increasing prevalence of mental health issues among 
adolescents, there is a lack of effective school-based interventions 
that address these challenges. This research seeks to investigate 
the impact of a peer support program on reducing anxiety and 
depression levels in high school students. By identifying the 
specific needs of students and evaluating the effectiveness of peer 
support, this study aims to contribute to the development of more 
effective mental health resources within educational settings."



The Research 
Question



Thomas (2026, 
pp.8-9) identifies 
4 broad 
categories of 
research 
questions 
involved in social 
science research:

What's the situation?

What's going on here?

What happens when ...?

What is related to what?



Does your question require a descriptive or an 
explanatory answer?

• What are the main ways in which 
pupils arrive at school?

• What are the predominant ways 
in which anti-infection measures 
are being ignored in Hospital X?

• What are consumers' most 
trusted commercial websites?

• What factor are determining 
pupils' choices concerning travel 
to campus?

• Why has there been resistance to 
anti-infection measures being 
implemented in Hospital X?

• Are there factors associated with 
consumers' trust of commercial 
websites?



Generating a 
question:

• Think about your current situation (work/study)– 
is there something, unusual, perplexing about it?

• Ask a colleague or friend about issues in their 
working day

• Are there reports or stories in the media that 
seem intriguing or puzzling?

• Use the internet/websites to find out what is 
topical

• Thomas (2017) suggests the following websites:

www.secondarydataanalysis.com

http://campbellcollaboration.org/.

http://www.secondarydataanalysis.com
http://campbellcollaboration.org/




Task: Writing the 
research question



Lunch – 30 mins





Key paradigms in educational research:

Positivist

Critical/Transformative Pragmatic

Interpretivist/Constructivist



Which 
paradigm/worldview 
is most appropriate 
for your scenario? 
Why?







Task: using the knowledge and 
skills developed in today's 
session, create and present 
your initial thinking about a 
research design for your own 
intended research project, 
including justifications for the 
decisions made.
This should include the 
research problem and 
research question, plus your 
intended research philosophy, 
research approach and 
methodological approach (first 
3 layers of the research onion).



Next session:
w/c 2nd February 2026

• Be prepared to give a 
short presentation on 
your initial thinking 
about the research 
design for your project

• Be prepared to ask and 
answer questions
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